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Swanie Potot’

Since the Iron Curtain came down, the Europeanmemt has become, as it used to be, a
vast space of exchange in which human migratiokes daerse forms, from more or less
permanent emigration to a variety of short-term ements, such as study programs or
seasonal jobs (Okdlski 2001). The kind of migratilois text deals with consists of constant
mobility, between the native country and severate$ abroad where migrants work on a
temporary basis. This began at the beginning ohtheties and demonstrates how middle-
class people from eastern European countries Hayega role, without waiting for
international agreements, in the construction lafge transnational space across Europe.

Introduction

The cases studied here concentrate on movememisdreRomania and several countries
in the European Union (EU). Even if some aspe@ssamilar to other eastern European
countries, as regards migration the Romanian siuad quite specific. First of all, it should
be noted that, unlike Poland, Hungary or SloveroanBnians had to apply for a visa to visit
any other European Union country until 2002. Fargeone of the big points delaying the
entry of the country into the EU has been its ni@rapotential and the supposed
permeability of its frontiers (Michalon 2005). Irete Romanian migrants frighten western
countries by their possible numbers and the sugposesequent burglary rate. Until the
entry in the EU Romanians could not travel throigthcountries for more than a three-month
period and, apart from special bilateral agreemewdse not allowed to work. Even if
integration in the EU has occurred in 2007, duthnglast sixteen years, Romania has
experienced a position of marginality in the insgronal European area, which has strongly
constrained, but not stopped, migrations.

The country’s recent past and the way the tramstbocapitalism has been driven after the
collapse of the communist regime have strongly waek the national economy and,
subsequently, reduced the standard of living okttt@e population. Having become a
communist country after World War I, from 19651889 Romania had to cope with a
powerful dictatorship, harshly conducted by NicolaEausescu. Thus, when in 1989,
democracy was imposed, the economic situation wasatic and national industry very
weak, out-dated and unprepared for internationadpzgition. In such a context, the period of
transition lasted more than ten years (many searerstill restructuring towards
privatization) and has had a very high social ¢bsbmel 2001).

Then, the option of working temporarily abroad basome a solution for coping with the
difficulties encountered at home. The wealth gamwben Romania and western countries
allows migrants to make the most of their earnimgsvorking in the West while spending in
Romania. Thus, for most of them migration doesmean permanent leave; they actually
‘settle in mobility’, their life being divided bewen several places, but their single ‘home’
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remaining their original country (Morokvasic, Er8hinozaki & Lenz 2003). At the

beginning of the nineties, as the possibilitiegawel toward the West were very few,
informal (i.e. not legally organized) movementsalved mainly young males in search of
adventure as well as prosperity. They went fovarf®nths to Germany, France or other
countries with tourist visas (often bought on theeck market in Romania) and found jobs
there, mostly in construction or tourism (restatsahotels), where undeclared jobs are
numerous (Diminescu 2003). These first experieroesuraged others to leave and,
eventually, with the growing number of candidatagyrating has become easier, in particular
through a large black market in Romania, sellirgasj information, opportunities to work
abroad, etc.

Acknowledging this situation, the research presgebtdow, based on fieldworks
conducted Romania, France, Spain and Great Brhamtow main aims: first of all, to
understand how a population who had no possilidityavel for decades, manage to create
transnational spaces in which it can move anddipgrtunities to work at a European scale.
Our hypothesis is that interpersonal links andtlehimutual support have gradually created
large social networks of working migration, verylhaalapted to the globalization of the
European economy. This aspect will lead to payechitention to the different kind of social
links on which these networks are based. Secomaiyntend to enlighten the impact of these
numerous micro strategies on the global Romaniaretso We hypothesize that by bridging
Eastern and Western Europe, migrants, as transahfgotors, actively participate in the so-
called “Romanian transition” toward a Western model

1. An ethnographic approach

This survey began in 1998 and lasted for overymars, in the framework of a doctoral
researcliPotot 2003). Information and observations havenlggghered in France on a regular
basis during the period; in Romania, for aroune fivonths over several stays between 1999
and 2003; in the South of Spain, where two invesiigs were conducted in August 2000
and February-March 2001; and in London during @Werk of two month in 2001. As a
whole, the diverse fieldworks concerned two indejegr migration networks.

First one has been increasing since 1995, betwasgovViste, a city of a hundred thousand
inhabitants, in the area of Bucharest, and Nic&hénSouth of France. During this period,
around three hundred migrants have traveled onogooe between both places. Their main
occupation in France consisted in selling newsgagpetrthe street, an activity aimed at
helping indigent people by giving them the oppoituto become street-sellers. When this
opportunity disappeared while France had tighteteit! concerning asylum seekers
(Benattig and Brachet 1998) this model evolved sdmething much less synchronized:
During a transition period, many little groups smfeut towards Italy, Spain, Belgium, etc.,
in order to recover favorable conditions for tengsgrmigration.

Eventually, in a third phase, another model emergddcing notably the number of
destinations chosen by migrants from Targovistéadh, only migration toward London had
important consequences for the network formerlgtdisthed in Nice. The popularity of this
destination relied on a few precious advantagest: dif all, although getting into the country
could be difficult, the British authorities did ngd after undocumented persons very
tenaciously and also, in such a situation, findingace to work or renting a flat were quite
easy compared to France; moreover, the job marastwery dynamic and wide open to
foreigners. Additionally, wages were clearly higkteain in Southern Europe and, though

! Following the «Chevénement » law, from the 11tlwfie 1998, Romanian asylum seekers obtained anssp
to their application within a few days, so they Idonot use the administrative delay as a rightetmain in the
French territory for some months as they formeitly d



everyday life was expensive, migrants managedrd s@re money back home. Still the
main problem was to get there since Great Britas not part of the Schengen Aread,
subsequently, Romanians were obliged to apply ®ntssh visa which was (and still is)
difficult to obtain. A few migrants rapidly foundteck to bypass this barrier and, within a
few months, the information being sold from onesperto another had spread through the
entire network. Then, travel becoming easier aedijtiality of life improving, migrants profil
began to diversify: older people and women increggientered the migration process (Potot
2005).

This piece of fieldwork allowed to understand hdwve hetwork re-constructed itself and
widened as the job opportunities became more nwmseaod better than selling newspapers
on the street. Actually, the survey highlighted itiftuence of legal, social and economic
status upon migrants’ collective behaviour.

After having made observations in both sites, figlk has been conducted in the
homeland, not only to observe the living conditibe$ore and after migration but also to
compare the ideas and attitudes of migrants wheyhdhe abroad and when they are at home.

The second migratory course studied was totallgpetdent from the first. It emerged
between a region called Teleorman, in the soufRashania, and the province of Almeria,
more precisely in the area of El Ejido, in Spamsidalusia.

This area is famous for developing its agrariameawy by harshly exploiting the labour
of many foreign workers; even often undocumentessoMany nationalities are represented
there (Filipinos, South Americans, Sub-Saharancafrs, etc.) but the larger and oldest group
come from Moroccd,and is subject to considerable racism. In suabnéest, in February
2000, for three days, racial tensions explodedritts against Moroccan workers. Following
these riots, all Moroccan workers went on strila@apysing farming activities. At those times,
journalists exposed the employers’ manoeuvres: itheyediately hired some Eastern
European migrants, mostly Romanians, to replacéfitreccan strikers

By conducting fieldwork on the spot, it has beesgole to conclude that, even if the
environment was different from the circulation loé tTargoviste-Nice-London network, the
presence of Romanians in this Spanish provincepagsof the same migration phenomenon,
which tends to develop in different European ecan@and spatial areas. A main feature is
that it involves people originating from the sameaain Romania, connected either directly or
through third persons and thus sharing local knowstwho manage to find sectors of
employment where their presence is accepted. BeaHube poor wages and job conditions
offered, they are not in direct competition withiioaal workers. Moreover, being “strike
breakers”, as the media put it, allowed them tereaniche of employmeriWaldinger 1994)
previously occupied by other foreigners.

Compared with the migrant population from Targajishis one was more diversified;
composed of younger persons as well as of oldes;@mne retired who had come there to
make up for the small pensions they received in &0 Some migrants were unemployed
in Romania, as is often the case for young andaddgeople, but others had left their rural
or urban jobs at home to earn much more money nwaliew months, working hard in

2 Schengen agreements, which allow the free moverokmersons within its area, have been signed by
Germany, Belgium, Holland, Luxemburg, Spain, FrarRertugal, Italy, Greece, Austria, Denmark, Norway
Finland, Sweden and Iceland.

% In 2001, Moroccans were estimated at around 25y@@®&ers (legally present) in the province of Aliaer
while others nationalities were practically abgeom official data.

* See the article by Juan Goytisolo and Sami N&acisme en Espagne”, Le Monde (02.15.2000) or E Pa
(02.10.2000), “El revelo de magrebies por europEste reaviva la tension en El Ejido”, p.1.



Spanish agriculture. In the greenhouses, the pcesefiquite a few Romanian girls was also
noticeable as they were nearly the only women hired

Lastly, fieldwork in the Romanian region of origias conducted in cities and small
villages. Vast amount of information had been gatheredutjingnterviews with migrants
and their families and interviews with town coufars, priests and local government
officials. The importance of inter-individual corati®ns for migrating was obvious: those
who wanted to leave and did not attain their goahose who had returned without having
earned any money in Spain, always blamed the lhakguaintances. In contrast, flourishing
families, who were constructing big houses, hadrofient several members of the family,
who could rely on each other and replace each athtee Spanish province or elsewhere.
Thus, it was possible to see traces of these nogiatn the landscape: many houses erected
in small villages showed how wealthy the region kaddenly become.

The aim here is not to compare both networks imyeaspect but to point at recurrent
aspects occurring in both, in order to understaochfan anthropological point of view how
Romanian migrants, who were non-existent until 198&e been able, within a few years, to
develop original collective strategies and new eatign modalities.

2. Transnational migration network, a social form adapted to “globalised” Europe

These two case studies analyze informal migrantarés. The point is to show how these
informal organisations are being constructed thinomggrant practices, on the basis of diverse
links, and how they find a way, throughout Eurdpepenetrat@ichesopen to illegal workers
and which have spread across the western pareafahtinent. An analysis of Romanian
movements brings to the fore the capacity of thesesnational organisations: they deal with
the paradox of a rigid legislative frame regulatompditions of entry into the European area
and the needs of an economy that go beyond angmeotistate borders. Thanks to many
social links - even if these are sometimes wedsl{iGranovetter 1973) - maintained over
very large areas, migrants manage to bypass bootérols and policies restricting
migrations and to spread within areas of very d#fé geographic, social and economic
characteristics. In fact, as the fieldwork shovesshemigration destination is specific, and
migrants continue to adapt themselves to eacheoh tlas variations in the economic and
political situation in Europe regularly cause thienfeave one place and find a new one where
they might be accepted as workers. Thus, the ‘upr@ahese migrants experience, goes
hand-in-hand with the permanent re-compositionir@iutation areas, subject to an
international situation simultaneously driven bg tilobal economy and the internal workings
of the different States.

2.1 Network sociability and structural constraints

This capacity of migrant networks relies on thedkad sociability operating in these
organisations. Links between migrants may be stvatign very small groups even if weak
between groups or between other individuals, saticéal constraint experienced by migrants
is quite trivial. Thus, they usually feel free tt as they intend to during their migration and
are not obliged to conform to the model used bethfor example in Nice, a few people
refused to sell newspapers on the street, as ideyod find it worthwhile, others chose to rent
flats far away from inner city hotels where mostladir compatriots lived, but they

® This study has been conducted with a team of thiedusity of Bucarest, under the tutorship of Pssfe
D.Sandu.



maintained close connections with other migraramfiTargoviste and could request their
collaboration or assistance if neede@n this point, these networks differ from othegrant
communities who exercise strict control on theimmbers’ activities abroad (see for example
migrant Mourid communities (Salem 1981)). Here, rhers’ participation in collective
activities is variable and fluctuating. People bamore or less integrated into the network,
participate irregularly and even sometimes dissedr@m other members before joining in
once again. As long as they do not act againsteéheork, for example by undermining
relations with an important employer or by misbehgvn a hotel where many people from
the same area are accommodated, the network repj@nsto its members, even occasional
ones.

Consequently, migrants attempting to find origimadjratory destinations do not
experience new migratory paths collectively, bdlividually or in very small groups. They
sometimes indulge in taking risks, but this doetsahallenge the position set up by the entire
network. Meanwhile, failures or discoveries thatrat be shared with many people may still
be exploited by a few. Thus, two boys who were ferignin Nice decided to go to Madrid to
work. After a few months and many difficulties, yn@anaged to find jobs in a restaurant and
to settle down but they were not able to help tbhempatriots in reaching the place or in
being hired. So, they added a destination thatneapart of their network’s area, but it never
became a collective migration spot. However, thegeboys keep contact with their
counterparts living in France or in England andbecome a resource that could be exploited
in the future. The possibilities of finding new apfunities are thus multiplied by attempting
new strategies. After such a discovery, the mdsvaat pieces of information spread little by
little, first between men close to the “discovereid then among an increasingly larger
population, until most members of the network afermed. To sum up, the fact that
individuals are connected by loose links makegdsible for each person to take original
initiatives that, when successful, will then bedibg the whole group. Indeed, the strength of
a migrant network comes from combining individuatiatives and sharing resources.
Therefore, the amount of knowledge and abilitiersti in a network is constantly increasing,
allowing migrants to discover how to filter collely into societies where they do not have
any legal means of access.

The Romanian migrant network may then be thouglsad loose form of social
organisation, especially tailored for transnatiamability. We therefore observe that the
transnational movements of these migrants relhyhernrtterpretation of each State’s activities
as regards border and immigration controls (P@®K.). Laws are not the only aspect taken
into account by migrants: they also consider hoehestate’s institutions and authorities act
in the face of illegal migration. With the samedeégituation, a State, or a special area within
a State, might be more tolerant toward undocumente#ers if their labour is required by a
particular economic sector, as in the province lofiétia where police leave undocumented
people in peace if they can prove that they rebul@ork in greenhouses. This kind of
information is very precious as it determines thegibility of identifying a suitable
destination for a group. But the only way to leabout it is through oral knowledge passing
from one migrant to another, even if he/she ismember of the network. In this sense, one
can say that the migrant network adapts to theiwayhich international migration is treated
by the States: the degree to which States impleowritols but also aspects that go beyond
the law, namely the demand for labour.

Consequently, in order to find new migration chdsm@ad destinations, migrants do not
study international law to find out where they niiglork legally, but rather they deal with

® For example, migrants could collaborate to buyathey would use at different moments of the weeko
engage in a construction task they could not reatin their own. Assistance may also consist inngivi
administrative information or in translating docurt® etc.



their future employers, on the basis of what thayehheard or what they believe.
Nevertheless, the cases studied tend to showtisatrénd towards ignoring the legal
framework is limited; mobility practices tend torheonise, in a certain way, with decisions
taken at the international level. For example, ©éigte’s network reorientation from Nice to
London happened just after the law concerning fiyeuen process in France was tightened.
Their departure was therefore in response to néwna legislation; yet migrants did not try
to obtain legal status nor did they stop travelliRgther, they looked for another place where
they would be tolerated and could remain unnotitteappears clearly here that, although
those people do not directly conform to nationaEaropean policies, their movements partly
depend on the enforcement of the law. In concestag, these statements show that what is
important in migrant orientation is neither a cayistor the EU’s law or policies concerning
the movements of persons, but institutional andleyep practices. The cases studied in
Spain are examples of this tendency: Romanian migfaund a socio-econommiche
welcoming them for their economic role, and whéytwould not be very strictly controlled
by the police, in spite of the fact that this cayns part of the Schengen Area, and therefore
subject to strict legislation concerning immigrati€€onsequently, even if official policies
managing flows do not weigh heavily upon transmationigration, what the State actually
does in practice will influence transnational mtgra routes. Thus, states influence
transnational migrant activities through the impésrtation of public policies.

Moreover, we observe that despite the efforts effbropean Union to harmonise policies
concerning migration and asylum within its boundsyiocal disparities in the way migration
is dealt with are maintained. As national bordaside the European area are progressively
fading, measures taken in the face of migratiomautiple and depend very much on the
place where the migrants are. With the same legaidwork, different authorities have
different attitudes towards foreign workers, somet even within national areas. For
example, in contrast with the tolerance shown kifa@uities in southern Spain, provinces very
close to Almeria apply the law strictly, preventiagy illegal work and expelling
undocumented people. So, migrants do not dareltitangigh Spain, as they know that they
cannot count on the tolerance of the police en@yedtin the province of Almeria and they
might be caught and expelled. Thus, by their variattitudes, local authorities delineate new
territorial borders, inside the national territory.

Yet, if networks manage to submit to these implioiectives without erring, it is above all
thanks to how well the networks functioning. Actyahobody knows globally and precisely
how the situation evolves in Europe; there is ncgeering of the evolution of zones of
tolerance. The ability to adapt and to evolve frame place to another is, from this point of
view, a collective competence. Individuals insiééworks explore several migration
possibilities among which only a small number iBemively useful. Only the most
favourable situations, that is to say the onesidnog improvement, are collectively invested
in. The situation of each migrant trying a new gegton is known by the other members of
the network, and they will move to that place afiy offers better prospects than the
previous one. However, the suitability of an optimes not depend only on the economic
benefits migrants may expect; living conditions atably the fear of being expelled at any
moment are very important too. Sharing informatiide networks more or less allows the
migrant group to choose between possible migratitations, but at the expense of strong
social and/or institutional pressure, and situaionwhich undocumented workers are
economically coveted and tolerated by the locailetpcFor example, when migrants from
Nice were looking for a new place to go, two ofrtheent to Madrid, where they stayed, but
the numerous difficulties they encountered thesealiraged others from joining them. In this
sense, the network helps in orientating migrantsatd areas in which States unofficially
authorise immigration.



Hence, this organisation increases the flexibitposed on undocumented workers while
the transnational network makes it possible tdlftiifs demand. When a network is spread
over more than a single workimjche migrant workers are more flexible when dealinghwi
employers. Inside a network, several activities destinations are often exploited; this makes
it possible for its members to evolve from one tolanother, or from one destination to
another, at a low financial, time and psychologet. Thus, when employers try to lay off
some of their workers, for example during the fargriow seasons, or if the tourist industry
slumps, moving on to a new place to work is madgeedy collective organisation. The
same applies when, due to political decisionsgtheernment appears to be less tolerant of
the presence of illegal migrants. In this case ramts maintain their social invisibility by
leaving a destination or a workchewhen their presence is not wanted anymore. This su
employers who require a very flexible working paiidn and who do not want to spark a
conflict when, in case of difficulties; they decittereduce their manpower or to cut wages.
For the migrants studied, the way to prevent arabetgion of their working condition is to
keep moving, just as they first left home whenrts&andards of living worsened.

2.2 Weak collective identification

The trend to submit to or even to anticipate camsts of invisibility and flexibility can be
connected with another aspect of migrant netwddiféering from communities who clearly
identify their members through traits thought tocbenmonly shared, in the networks studied,
a collective identity never clearly appeared. Whehviduals use an identifying “us”, it is
never an intrinsic definition but is used simplydifferentiate themselves from the other
groups encountered in the area of migration (Bh®#0). The fact of belonging to a
‘Romanian group’ or to ‘a Romanian migrant groupwairkers’ is claimed only when
migrants clearly identify a population categorytheant to be distinguished from. For
example, Romanian Roma, greatly stigmatised byhi® population in Romania, represents
a real threat to the other Romanian migrants’ idkeriEhis is because western societies often
think of Romanian migrations as being a Roma agtias a result of which middle-class
Romanians might then be regarded abroad as beim@REbhe violent racism toward this
minority in Romania is even stronger in migraticioiations.

However, we observe that this xenophobia, whichrspup in Romania concerning a
specific ethnic group, the Roma, has been traresfeabroad as it is, and concerns new ethnic
categories. Dirtiness and treachery which areh@nxenophobic discourse, characteristics of
Roma, have become traits distinguishing North Aingin Spain or Pakistanis and Indians in
London from Romanian migrants. Surprisingly, durihg inquiries Romanian migrants
explained that Moroccans would always remain omthegins as they had been nomadic
before their arrival in Spain, like the Roma werd&iomania, while this interpretation was
erroneous and previously unheard of. This assestwovs how a stigma can apply to one
population and then to another without being resagred by those using it. When
Romanians live abroad, they consider themselvesiddle-class Europeans and claim their
proximity to the dominant national population oéithdestination by differentiating
themselves from socially lower foreign workersgeaftoming from former colonies or
southern countries. The reference to the “Romangdion” has only one aim, to distinguish
themselves from any ‘racial’ categories, definitegen as socially inferior. Thus, rejecting the
“others” is the main foundation of a collective "used by migrants.

Moreover, in the various studies, references todbemunity’ of migrants were almost
non-existent: although migrants were bonded bysliaskd met each other occasionally, there
were no places, such as churches, or special emanth would gather all Romanians present
in the area. In addition, although a few peopleenaore popular than others, there was no



figure representing authority or centralising imh@tion and demands in the network. During
interviews, Romanian migrants would always rejbetitiea of a community, each one
making it clear that they did not know all theimgpatriots present there and felt no obligation
of solidarity towards them.

But if no claims are made to belonging to a natigmaup during migration abroad, when
back in Romania, migrants give another, much clasdrmore unified, image of their group.
Former migrants regularly meet in bars or discotlescand are proud to show the people
around that they have all come back from the Wésrevthey have had the privilege to work.
At home, this loose organisation becomes a soomalgthat plays an important but discreet
part in the Romanian transformation process.

3. Migrants in the transition process

As said before, these movements cannot be condidemply as emigration. Most
migrants divide their time between some periodsatiand others in Romania, where they
maintain their social links and participate in emonc and social life. These migrants can be
seen as a bond between Eastern and Western Elimpeme extent, they play a special role
in Romania as transnational actors. They partieipathe reshaping of the economic and
social post-communist environment. It seems thagaieed contacts with other countries are
encouraging the emergence of a new state of muialthe partial acculturation to a
Western capitalist model that Romania intends tipad

3.1 Upon returning, western consumerism

It is noticeable that when they come back to Romamigrants do not live in the same
way as they did before they left: migration aimbatever individual plans may be, at
improving living conditions in Romania. Exceptiolyainsufficiently skilled migrants, or
those who cannot rely on acquaintances to fa@litag¢ir period abroad, return home without
any savings, meaning that they have failed. Inmoimléemonstrate to everybody that this is
not their case, most of the people who return fatmoad show off their wealth; improved
social status has to be shown. This is why, in dapazones, migration is above all a visible
phenomenon, in clear contrast with the habits efstlay-at-home people (i.e. those who have
never left the country), consumption becomes oatienis and one can notice, in the streets,
young men dressed as westerners (Levi's, Nikedrajretc.) or driving elegant French or
German cars. Also, they do not hesitate to buliats of food, even in expensive shops, and
to throw it away if they do not want it any moréi3 behaviour of endless spending —which
has nothing specific to the Romanian migration ¢8segad 1991), is therefore very different
from the thrifty habits which have been develodimga long time in Romania in the face of a
difficult economic situation.

In town, the most visible aspect of migrants spegdheir money is, without a doubt, their
presence in the many “chilling-out” places. Fashlie bars and discos are the places where
people coming back from abroad meet up with ealsroMigrants’ “headquarters” are the
most westernised locations. Of course, they aréhsobnly people patronising these
establishments, but the presence of migrants iseadile in that they are regular customers
and they specifically prefer to consume expensiveorted items: Belgian or French beers,
American cigarettes, crisps and so on. During &yparembers of the group will pay for
everybody at least once or twice, without counthmgcost, as if their resources were
unlimited. Their earnings abroad partly explairsftout they are often much lower than what
migrants claim and these parties make a substdtialin the budgets of these young people.



However, they must spend lavishly in order to aeaspecial image of the group and
precisely, to mark the difference from the stayratne people who often cut down on leisure
expenses and concentrate on more important needs.

In this sense, migrants use consumption to winas@aiints: a migrant does not spend in
order to live comfortably; he consumes leisureriheo to provide evidence of his new social
belonging. This phenomenon is obvious in the atétaf urban migrants, who cannot easily
build themselves a house and yet invest very muephemera: they spend on leisure,
clothes, food... all items not so precious in themsebut which giving prestige to those who
buy them.

In the same way, goods distribution networks alag p part in the creation of a social
image. As explained above, the Romanian black makesry important and many
households rely on it for everyday supplies suctoad and clothes (Duchéne, Albu and Kim
2002). Even if they do not completely abandon iewkhey return, migrants want to show
that they do not need the black market to live. &@mple, most of them avoid purchasing
any items in the market squares because they aréalisy” for them. Very often, when they
come back, they prefer to buy items in a ‘westeay'win modern self-service stores rather
than in little shops in their area. During the oliaons conducted in Targoviste, the BP
petrol station that had replaced the old Pecoostdthe former national petroleum company)
had opened a mini-supermarket, which had beconmaortant place for migrants to shop
and even to meet. Of course, the mini-supermaitkmicted many onlookers too; but no one
consumed as much as migrants who, pretending tbeldviind there the western quality
items they were accustomed to, considered the asotieeir main shop. Later on, the
Carrefour supermarket which opened in Bucharestl@same a major point of reference in
the migrant universe. To visit these places is y @appropriating the western consumer
way, and then, to make it visible that one belamgfsonly to a relatively rich social class, but
to a western culture too. It is clear that thisaéabur is conscious: the point in acting in this
way is not mainly to preserve habits acquired en\tteest, as their standard of life was by no
means as good while they were abroad, but to agladugher social status in Romania.

Yet, the introduction of a consumption pattern fawag the formal market, to the
detriment of the black market, contributes to chiagdgRomania into a country where
consumption follows the Western pattern. Whileltleek market has constantly been
reinforced for several decades, migrants introduti@n the middle class new habits of
consumption which invert the trend. Without a dodl fact that an important part of
migration income is put back into the official ecomy supports the economic and official
development of the country. In this sense, migrationtributes to the emergence of new
attitudes tending to develop a consumption mode&ypf capitalist middle classes.

Although the most visible aspect of the migratidrepomenon in Romania is high
consumption, migrants contribute to the transibgrother means as well.

3.2 Migrants and delocalisation

Experience abroad allowed migrants to be part, éiara marginal way, of a productive
model quite distant from the one developed durdmgdecades of the so-called communist
dictatorship. During those times, many factoriesildaften run very slowly, raw materials
were often missing and, as unemployment was foanddorkers used to be far too
numerous for the work to be done. Moreover, stgdtiom the factories was quite common;
it was a way of compensating for low wages andatieence of items in shops. After the
collapse of the communist regime, these habits irgdan many places and contributed to
slowing down the transition process. So, workinthe western economy required a very
different attitude to work. In the diverse sectotsere they found jobs in the West, Romanian



workers had to be especially productive if they tgdrto keep their job in the face of
competition from other migrants. Compared with wihaty previously earned in Romania,
the high wages they could expect for their jobsoenaged migrants to accept hard working
conditions, and they rapidly understood that ineahent in the success of the firm they
worked in was required from them. They then le&wnmhanage relations with their employers
and with their bosses in order to conform to thagmof the foreign pliable and not very
vindictive worker.

Since then, the migrants’ experience abroad alltwemsn to contribute, in an efficient way,
to the shaping of new behaviour at work. This begonery evident in the part they play in
western firms wanting to relocate in Romania tal fieéss expensive manpower. For example,
a young woman who used to work as an employeehmoa factory in Milan, had been hired
for managing human resources in a factory of theestirm that had opened in Timisoara.
Her duty was to liaise between Italian bosses amddhian employees. She was there to
make it clear that the payment of high wages wasstirn for a constructive attitude towards
the company, being on time, not stealing and mereally, being ‘productive’ at work.
Here, familiarity with another operating mode heipsransform ‘communist’ workers into
‘capitalist’ workers.

In other cases, migrants recruited by these foriigrs help them in their dealings with
Romanian institutions: not only do they often spfakign languages, but also the Romanian
administration is still quite complicated and fgmreiemployers require help. Thus, migrants
who both understand western employers’ expectadodsknow how to deal with Romanian
State officials can sell their services to theseitm enterprises. In a certain way, their
transnational culture may allow migrants to ben& between the two worlds, and hence to
transfer foreign requirements to the post-commuensironment.

3.3 Migrant contractors

Another way of participating in the transition cats, in Romania, in developing a
capitalist spirit turned to entrepreneurship. Sonmgrants take advantage of their — relative —
wealth and of their migration know-how in orderstart small businesses in their homeland.

Often, they are in the import-export trade and mdikect use of migrants’ journeys
abroad. This is the case for example of many seband clothes shops, with stock imported
from Germany or from France. The migrant often &aartner — usually a family member —
who takes care of the store in Romania while hésdeith sellers abroad. These businesses
represent a second investment in migration: mo#tefime, migrants have not been abroad
in order to make business contacts, it is only wihely come back home that they decide to
utilise their connections. Then, a few migrantsdmee specialised in the import business and
will, in a second phase, travel especially for fhispose. The procedure is the same for small
export firms: a former casual farm worker in Spargseenhouses turned, for example, to
making terracotta pots in Romania, which he sellsis Spanish former employer.

But migration earnings may be invested in firmsahkhiocus only on Romania. In the city
of Targoviste, the most fashionable bars belorfgnmer migrants now settled in Romania.
The western style of their establishment attra@syrmmigrants during their visits to Romania.
Others start photocopy service shops for examplell lof these cases, the migration
experience clearly appears, above all, as a wépafcing these enterprises. But one can
suppose as well that the energy and resourcefutfessoped during migration are also
reinvested into these small firms. During their raigry experiences, migrants learn to take
risks, to find information about the places theyldayo, to negotiate with state authorities
and to use every opportunity to find a place in\iest in spite of difficulties due to their
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status. Hence, it seems that ‘wangling’, developkdn facing economic difficulties at home,
may turn into a useful business skill, thanks ®dRkperience abroad.

Moreover, the migratory experience and the fadteddbnging to a migrant group in
Romania help businessmen as they can rely onrtligiant counterparts for a partnership. As
it has already been pointed out, being a migrapties participating, in Romania as well, to a
network of former and future migrants. Hence, m@g migrants may expect cooperation
from their peers, with whom they share this ‘migmatculture’ and an amount of capital to be
invested. Thus they may find, in their social graujRomania, possible partners in order to
launch into business. It appears clearly hererthgtation provides more than economic
capital: it makes social capital available for femmigrants (Bourdieu 1985) allowing them
to participate more actively in local economic lifie a way, even if many of these small
enterprises often have a short lifespan, this satalle economy, sustained by small investors,
contributes to the improvement of Romanians’ stash@daliving.

Conclusion

Thus, transnational migrants take part in the aeaif a new social stratum in Romania
which, materially and culturally, tends to move gvftmm the ancient ‘communiskiabitus
(Bourdieu 1980) to move closer to the western naeidihss state of mind. Being ‘cross-
European’ gives them a special position both inrest and in their homeland. Through
transnational networks, migrants participate siamébusly in two different economic
processes: one in Western Europe and the othkeinitomeland. In the West, their role as
underpaid workers contributes to organising nevngof global capitalism (Réa 2002) while,
in their own country, these migrants are direatlyolved in the so-called transition process
which aims to put Romania into the spectrum ofitlokistrialised countries.

Thus, network is the structure by which migratienurs: As Waldinger (1994) puts it,
information concerning a particular destinatiorceiates inside this organisation, thus
favouring the repetition of a first experience. Hwer, for migration circulation studied here,
the fundamental role of the network appears cldarlie in teaching each person migration
‘skills’ which is made possible by meeting more esipnced peers. New migrants can thus
rapidly learn migration know-how, which allows thémbecome self-sufficient and to
participate personally in developing new occupationthe network. The main asset is the
ambivalence of these abilities, improved by eadividual and transferable to different
migration situations. As the working opportunittaat these migrants exploit in the West are
very fragile, resources provided by migrant netwsattk not consist mainly in reinforcing
their position imichesin which they do not have any power. What is ugyasdssed on inside
these fluctuating informal organisations is theaway of moving around inside the European
area and the ability to re-orientate and adaptrteva environment. Hence, not only do these
organisations favour the enlargement of a grougpspecific place; but they also contribute to
the improvement of the transnational circulaticelit

In such a context, close attention paid to thisgnational migrations bring to consider
these networks as ‘informal organisations’ whickehtheir proper recurrent functioning.
Relying on diverse interests and type of sociddjrihere are flexible, dynamics and spread
over large territory. These patterns fit very weilh the requirements of the globalization
process: migrants have then the capacity to mara tne spot to another adapting to the
amount of activity on real time and avoiding, bymdpso, to enter into conflict with their
employers or local populations when their presesc®t required any more.
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