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A method to increase knowlegde on coloring agent economy

What were the coloring agents used during the Palaeolithic? How to recognize, define and describe them? What kind of information may they have recorded?

This topic needs interdisciplinary approaches. There is a crucial challenge to overcome which starts from sharing semantics adapted from geosciences, archeology and material sciences.
This allows to strengthen the fundamental knowledge to build the working hypothesis and the methodology.

At this point, by studying current scientific methods and discourses on past human activities related to coloring agent exploitation, we can focus on the possible weaknesses
in the scientific procedures.
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In order to identify the NATURE of the

« coloring agent», the construction of

an archaeological assemblage with
cohesive and non cohesive coloring agents
needs a definition and an identification
with an iterative methodology.
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With the «toolbox» of the
Pigmentotheque we can :

1/Distinguish taphonomic inputs from
anthropogenic traces on the archaeological
remains.

With several steps control, the non anthropic
remains are discarded (XX ) whereas other
are recognized

as archaeological remains (v*).

Colored flakes

Discussion about the «chaine opératoire»
of wall

from the archaeological assemblage
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What is the NATURE of colored and coloring remains ?
- Found the origine of the raw material

- Discuss choice criteria

- Identifed the use

- Preparation of pictorial matter

- Application mode on the wall

2/ ldentify the intrinsic characteristics of the
coloring agents (physical-chemical and
sensitive) and different ranges of

raw materials

3/ C the cohesi d ° ﬁ
ompare the conesive an Colored sediment o .
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* Tool of the Pigmentotheque project
Coloring agents of
the archaeological assemblage

* Part of knowledge in cultural discussion

Contextualization of rock art and archaeological coloring agents
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