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Latgalia, POLISH LIVONIA & the Latgalians:.
Geopolitics of the BACK OF LATVIA

by Olivier Roqueplo

Key-words: Eastern Latvia, Russian-speaking people in Latvia, Latgalians, Back of Latvia,
image, Latvia self-perception, Baltics, territorial identity, borderland, geopolitics,
ethnopolitics, cultural borders, Russia, Byelorussia, Poland.

Latgalia also known as Polish Livonia, is the easternmost region of Latvia, at the
border with Russia and Byelorussia. This region is mainly inhabited by two « minorities » of
Latvia, Russian-speaking Slavs and Latgalians (a Catholic Baltic ethnic group using its own
language, Latgalian, a tongue considered intermediary between Latvian and Lithuanian).
Geopolitics of Latgalia and its inhabitants is part of the Baltic issue and part of the issue of
the Russian-speaking people of the Near Abroad and Latvia, where they are both numerous
and influential. This study focuses on ethnopolitics, interethnic tensions and interregional
conflicts (capital region/remote region) in Latvia, mainly through the analysis of images. It
also investigates the main questions of Eastern Europe in general and the local balance of
powers between such actors as Russia, Byelorussia, Poland, the EU, NATO.

Latgalia is completely different from the rest of Latvia (Vidzeme-Livonia, Courland,
Zemgale, altogether referred to as “Lower Latvia”) and constitutes somehow an opposite pole,
a nadir of Latvia, what I call here the “Back of Latvia”, a reference to the geographical
opposition between the Front of Japan (famous, rich and developed) and the Back of Japan
(poor, remote, in crisis). There is indeed something of this structure in Latvia and therefore it
seemed to me suitable to use these terms to portray the Latgalian issue. The Back of Latvia is
the strange Latvia, as far as possible from the traditional and official image of the Front of
Latvia that is a Lutheran country on the Baltic shore with German culture, a West-looking
State with a liberal and, up to 2008, dynamic economy. The Back of Latvia, on the contrary,
is an inland Catholic and Orthodox region keeping close ties with the East, and a poor one for
having been experiencing economic decline for already twenty years. It is a Russian-speaking
and Latgalian-speaking region, scarcely Latvian-speaking, and this is all the more decisive in
a country where the official ideology widely assumes that Latvian language is a synonym of
Latvianness.

Latgalia as the Back of Latvia shows the way to investigate Latvia from another point
of view, from the East, a point of view that is opposite to the one of Riga, of the Latvian State,
without ignoring the latter, of course.

Then, is the Back of Latvia an exception to the Latvian standard, even an abnormality
as some Latvians seem to believe, or isn't it, on a deeper level, the other face of Latvia, the
other half of the Nation forgotten because of the raison d'Etat through the national narrative
claiming Latvia to be monolithic? Isn't the Back of Latvia a piece of evidence of an inner



dilemma inside Latvia, a dilemma caused by the confusion between Latvia as a whole and the
sole Front of Latvia that is the currently dominant part of the country?

This is the hypothesis that | shall discuss here. Latgalia is first of all a territory, a
region, and this implies to investigate the relation between the region and the State (Chapter
1). This territory is a borderland and is extensively a part of the external geopolitics involving
the neighbouring countries, Russia, Byelorussia but also Poland (Chapter 2).

The issue of the population is complex as Latgalia, like the griffin, its coat of arms,
has a double nature. Like a griffin half-eagle, half-lion, Latgalia is half-Russian-speaking,
half-Latgalian-speaking.

The question of the Russian-speaking Slavs in Latgalia proves perhaps less to be a
question of local majority than to be an argument to testify the autochtony of Russian culture
in Latvia and therefore the legitimacy of Russian language to be recognized an equal status to
Latvian (Chapter 3).

Finally the issue of the Latgalian language and thus of the Latgalian people is nothing
but the issue of the definition of the Latvian people itself that is the very basis of the
legitimacy of the Latvian State; as a result it questions the very foundations of Latvia, and
requires a special attention (Chapter 4).

Chapter 1.The regional issue: a remote region unloved by the Latvian State

This chapter focuses on the integration of the region into Latvia and thus on the issue
of the unity or division of the Latvian Nation. Integration here is not considered from an
economic point of view but from a geopolitical point of view that is in terms of territorial and
political identity. This issue is all the more complicated that it belongs to several different
levels. It is at the same time politic, ethnic, cultural, social, economic and geographic. But all
these levels are inextricably mixed. The regional issue in Latgalia is first of all a problem of
perception and image, now this image is precisely the combination of different elements.
Geopolitics often studies conflicts and balance of power, and in this very case, | focused on
the conflicts, and mainly three of them:

An economic and social conflict over the perception of the disaster in Latgalia: a
common idea in Latvia is that Latgalia has always been underdeveloped, at least less than the
rest of Latvia, thus such a poverty in Latgalia is not a surprise. On the other hand, the
Latgalian opinion links this crisis to the liberal policy in the region since 1992 that destroyed
most of the industry of the region inherited from the Soviet era without replacing the lost
employment. Such perceptions imply different ties to the East and to history. The opposition
are worsened because of the embezzlement of EU funds intended for Latgalia in Riga.

Then a political conflict over Latgalia seen as a “red” and “abnormal” province.
Latgalia is supposed to vote for left-wing parties, parties of the traitors. At the same time,



Latgalia is suspected to be a threat for the national unity through the so-called Latgalian
regionalism.

Finally a geopolitical conflict over Latgalia as a region so far from Riga, so close to
Russia. Latvia’s self-perception is based on elements like language and geographical situation
that may be used to draw a map of concentric circles of “Latvianness” from Riga to Latgalia
that gives Latgalia the last seat in the Nation. Latgalia is also Latvia’s eastern and sole
borderland, a land unclearly separated from the Eastern “ill-famed” neighbours, and somehow
closer to them than to the capital region. Latgalia suffers from this image.

Chapter 2.The Latgalian issue at the Baltic scale: actors, interests, influences

Latgalia is currently the eastern borderland of Latvia. It was already a borderland of
the Empire of Russia and it rose several claims when the Empire gave birth to several
Nations and one new supranational State (the USSR). Latgalia was utterly disputed between
Soviet Russia, Poland, Byelorussia, Latvia and Lithuania in the period 1918-20. Each of
these countries assumed historical domination over Latgalia and often the existence of an
ethnic local community born of this very domination to assert their claims. It is then quite
clear that ethnic minorities are widely connected with external geopolitics.

I discuss here how the existing minorities are connected with security concerns and
political influence in the case of the neighbouring States (or formerly neighbouring in the
case of Poland). The foreign interests in Latgalia are mainly concentrated in one particular
area including Daugavpils and the llukste strip.

Nowadays, territorial claims seem to have settled down but external geopolitics of
Latgalia still involves four States: Latvia, Poland, Byelorussia, Russia.

Latvia of course as Latgalia keeps the Latvian border with the Eastern neighbours seen
as enemies. Latvia used to consider Latgalia as the shield against the East but paradoxically
this perception does not lead to any political nor economic investment in this utmost sensitive
region. At the same time, the local population is both disappointed by the Latvian policy and
keeps close ties with the Eastern neighbours. Therefore Latgalia clearly appears,
paradoxically enough, as the Achilles' heel of Latvia.

Poland tries to protect the interests of ethnic Polish population and Polish language in
Latgalia.

Byelorussia is an important actor: it attracts a part of the Russian-speaking population
through Soviet nostalgia, TV propaganda about President Lukashenko's integrity (vs Latvian
general corruption) and economic projects in industry or energy fields.

Russia has the largest strategy and is all the more powerful in the region that Latvia
seems nearly absent. From a strategic point of view, Latgalia is a natural path to Riga. Russia
broadly influences Latgalia through culture and media so that for many Slavs and even



Latgalians, President Medvedev is as familiar as the Latvian Prime Minister and much more
popular. The image of Russia as a wealthy and powerful country contrasting with the Latvian
powerlessness in the economic crisis offers Russia an increasing role in the region: both
Latgalians and Slavs seem to expect more from Russia than from Latvia for the future of the
region. The positions of Russia in Latgalia are all the stronger that no clear Russian project
was implemented yet; a beginning of actualization of economic investment might logically
lead to the tenfold of Russian weight in the region.

Chapter 3.The issue of Russian-speaking Slavs in Latgalia: Russian-speaking yet
autochtonic people

The issue of Slavic people in Latgalia is a double-scale one: it is regional, of course
through relationships between Slavic and Latgalian peoples, but the question is also national
since Slavs are in a very particular situation in Latgalia: they are dominating, something that
is a major problem for the Latvian State, and they are rooted in the Latgalian land, a matter
interesting the numerous Slavs of Riga who remain rootless in Lower Latvia. Latgalia is
under Slavic primacy: numeric primacy, cultural primacy, social primacy, but such a
leadership is mainly urban. Slavs are a majority, their language, Russian, retains its actual
status of lingua franca and their culture is the most widespread one; finally they often kept
control over local major companies. Therefore the Slavic issue is a capital one in Latgalia and
it is of importance to analyze how the Slavic domination comes out in its ties with territory,
mainly in the intimate perception of a “small fatherland”, Southern Latgalia around
Daugavpils (still named Dvinsk by Slavic peasants) where they feel at home thanks to
symbolical presence of Slavic past (monuments of imperial times, Slavic vivid toponymy),
and to overwhelming Russian language and because of reciprocal absence of Latvian
symbols (except flags and somehow factitious official placards in Latvian language). In
Latgalia, Latvia seems quite an external power since Russian is older than standard Latvian
in the region, even as an official language, and since Latvian language is only the language of
the State entering the region through laws and aministration. Such a situation is all the more
striking when compared with Riga where Slavs are even more numerous but are faced with
an environment full of Latvian historical, political or cultural references. Thus, when
considering themselves a “minority” in Riga, Slavs seem to feel themselves the “majority” in
southern Latgalia.

Latgalia plays the part of a pole of identity for Slavic people formerly identifying
themselves as Soviet citizens, and currently still far from being integrated in the Latvian
Nation.

But this situation might conflict with claims of Latgalians and | investigate the local
balance of powers and real relations between the two groups, with the conclusion that
conflict is all the more external, imported from Riga, that the ethnic and cultural border
between Slavs and Latgalians is broadly elusive because of countless mixed marriages since
the 1950ies onwards.



At the same time, the Slavic issue in Latgalia exceeds the region itself and appears for
Riga Slavs as the birthplace of the Slavs of all Latvia thanks to old Slavic settlement in
Latgalia (Old-believers in 17" century), ancient orthodox influence (Jersika, 12" century) and
strong Russification of Latgalia as old as the 19™ century. Then Latgalia is both a pole and an
argument to face Latvian nationalists' discourses over the Slavic-Soviet “occupation/
colonization”. Latgalia then testifies the historical right of Russian to be an official language
in Latvia. Latgalia also appears as a cartographical argument as a Slavic territory with
sufficient size to balance other Latvian provinces. Latgalia thus seems a possible basis for a
future autonomous Slavic region in Latvia joining Riga through the Dvina and linking Riga
to Byelorussia. In this very case Latgalia reveals the existence of another Back of Latvia,
Dvina Latvia, as opposed to Baltic Sea Latvia.

Chapter 4.The issue of Latgalians: Gordian knot of Latvia?

In this chapter, we shall investigate the threesome relation between Latgalians of
Latgalia, the ones of Lower Latvia, and the metropolitan powers that is the Latvian State and
the Russian actor in Riga. The Latglian question (rather than “Latgalian-speaking” since it
involves people who may not speak Latgalian) comes from the rebirth of a cultural
regionalism: Latgalians start to claim the official recognition of their particular identity by
the Latvian State. Such a claim is not specifically targeted at the State but is nevertheless
enrolled in the rivalry between the influential Slavic community in Riga and the State ruled
by the Latvian-speaking elite, a situation that leads to the political use of the question on both
sides.

The issue of Latgalians, exactly as the Slavic question in Latgalia, implies two scales,
a regional (inside Latgalia) and a national one (since Latgalians live throughout Latvia,
especially in Riga). This issue sets two problems: on the one hand, the problem of the birth of
a Latgalian people and its potential effects over ethnopolitics, up to now limited to two
groups; on the other hand, the even more important problem of Latgalian autochtony, with
the political and legal echo of criticism against the State from such a titular autochtonic
people. This criticism involves the nature of the State. Both problems refer to the capital
issue of the State's legitimacy. Isn't therefore the Back of Latvia the Gordian knot of the
Latvian question?

Latgalian identity relies on three main elements, Latgalian language, Catholic tradition,
feelings towards Latgalia. The main element today is the language, following the general
trend in Latvia, i.e. linguistic nationalism. Spoken by about 120 000 people in Latgalia but
also by numerous Latgaalians outside the region, Latgalian suffers from its situation of
mainly rural language with few prestige and inheriting from a century of Latvianization at
school the image of “wrong Latvian” of which young Latgalians were ashamed. Activists
(united in the association Latgolys Saeima) try to change this image by turning Latgalian into
an internet language, and looking for official status in Latvia.



In the Latvian context, language is indeed a political issue and a sensitive one as the
recognition of a language of its own means the one of a people. This is why the nature of
Latgalian, world-wide acknowledged as the third Baltic language in use nowadays by
linguists, is under debate in Latvia. The argument is rather confuse. The Law on the Official
Language of Latvia “guarantees the development of the written Latgalian language”
considering Latgalian to be “a historical variety of Latvian language”. But the interpretation
of the law both in society and Parliament by the State is that Latgalian is rather an obsolete
language that should not be used in public. In fact, Latgalian is facing strong opposition from
State officials who deny any support to keep the language alive (in contrast with Livonian
language, now a dead language, and that was therefore granted an official status) and avoid
any debate over the existence of Latgalian and Latgalians.

The issue of Latgalians is an important one. Though unknown, the number of
Latgalians in Latvia (drown into the Latvian group by statistics), and especially in Riga, is
doubtlessly superior to to the one in Latgalia, with estimations supported by historical
sources from 350 to 500 000 people. This amount of Latgalians is considered the Gordian
knot of Latvian ethnopolitics by the State since the loss of 500 000 Latgalians by the
“Latvian majority” would definitely turn it into a minority and thus ruin its rights to rule
Latvia alone. This perception of a “Latgalian threat” explains the Low-Latvian attitude
towards Latgalian, a fear that might become hatred in case of crisis. This Gordian knot
reveals both the abyssal weakness of Latvian power relying on statistic games and the
unrealistic policy of ignoring a third ethnic group in the political life of Latvia, a group
whose weight is already an electoral reality.

The issue of Latgalians is thus a key-issue for the identity and future of the Latvian
State. Latgalians do not assert they are not Latvians seeking the creation of an independent
State, but rather that they are the true Latvians, that they are ill-considered and dominated
inside the Latvian Nation, therefore present day Latvia is groundless. Such ideas and
perceptions question the definition of the Latvian people and the legitimacy of the Latvian
State through the part given to Latgalia. Our aim here is to show how. We give four detailed
examples.

Firstly, 1 analyze the Latgalian perception of the part of Latgalia and Lower Latvia
(Vidzeme-Kurzeme-Zemgale) in the Latvian national myth. « Destroying German Livonia to
re-build a new Lettia » meant symbolically coming back to medieval Gercike and reassert
Latgalian prestige for Latgalians, but only mending Livonia for Low-Latvians.

Secondly, | comment the oppositions between Latgalian and Low-Latvian perceptions
of their former Vasa rulers, Poland-Lithuania and Sweden. Opposite images are evidence of
opposite identity projections in a still vivid past.

Thirdly, western tropism based on the image of Latvia as a seashore, officially chosen
as the State self-perception, broadly ignores Latgalian reality based on a millenium-long
Eastern and continental tropism (towards Polotsk, Poland-Lithuania, the Russian Empire, the
USSR, Russia and Byelorussia), which leads to Latgalian frustration.

Finally, Latvianization is sometimes considered as a policy against Latgalian culture
and therefore against “pure Latvian” soul. It underlines the illegal inequality between
“standard Latvians” and Latgalians. As such, Latvianization shows all the misunderstandings
throughout the construction of Latvia.



Conclusion

Latgalia is the unloved mother of Latvia, the unexpected daughter of the destroyed
Poland-Lithuania and the shy lover of close, appealing, admired and feared Russia.

Is this back of Latvia an exception in Latvia or the forgotten half of the country? The
Back of Latvia lives in a permanent opposition to the Front of Latvia (Chapter 1), and it is the
Borderland of Latvia thus an exceptional territory (Chapter 2).

But the tremendous accumulation of particularities in this part of Latvia seems to
mean something else, as if it was another country, at least another world. Paradoxically
Latgalia is seen as the authentic half of Latvia by Latgalian activists.

Finally, the opposition between the centre and the periphery is balanced by the
unexpected collusion and common points existing between the predatory Capital and the
Borderland of the Nation (Chapter 3 and 4): if any, Riga itself is indeed the other exception to
Latvianness. The main interest of the Latgalian issue lies cast a light on the existence of
another Latvia, a Slavic and Latgalian Latvia with half of the population, a Latvia living in
two complementary territories, the Capital region and the most remote periphery that is
Latgalia, linked by a geographical reality: the Dvina river.

Not less paradoxical is the fact that economic, linguistic, ethnic and political tensions
concentrate in the same area to create a strong conflict with the State without bursting out.
Why? Probably because up to now no political force intended to use it. But it would be
wrong to consider it will never explode in an open fight since some powers might try to, such
as Latgalian activists, Saskanas Centrs (Harmony Centre), Slavic activists or Russia.

In all cases, it is clear that Latvia has no interest at all in going on with its policy of

unconcern in a region on which relies the existence and independence of the country when it
is nothing but Latvia’s most vulnerable point.

Bibliography:
General works

Galbreath D.,2005: Nation-building and minority politics in post-socialist States: interests,
influence and identities in Estonia and Latvia, Ibidem Verlag, Stuttgart

Kappeler A., 1997: La Russie, Empire multhiethnique, Institut d'Etudes Slaves, Paris



Kirby D., 1993: The Baltic World 1772-1993: Europe's northern periphery in an age of
change, Longman, Londres et New York

Orcier P., 2003: La Lettonie en Europe, Zvaigzne ABC, Paris et Riga

Orcier P., 2009: Recompositions territoriales dans les Etats de la Baltique orientale, these de

doctorat sous la direction de V. Rey, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Lettres et Sciences humaines,
Lyon

Plakans A Latvia: a short history

Plasseraud Y., 2004: Les Etats baltiques: les sociétés gigognes, Armeline, Crozon

Shima 2005: “Dimensions and Geopolitical Diversity of the Baltics™// Regions in Central and
Eastern Europe: Past and Present, Winter International Symposium at Slavic Research Center,

Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University, Sapporo

Spekke A. 1951: The history of Latvia: an outline, Stockholm

Specialized works

Akmenyte V. 2008: Development of Identity of Latvians living in the Lithuanian-Latvian
border region 1918-1940 (these de doctorat), Vitautas Magnus University, Kaunas

Andronov A. 2002: Baltistika v Sankt-Peterburge// Balto-slavjanskie issledovarija XV,
Sbornik Nau¢nyh Trudov, Moscou

Angermann N., 1972: Studien zur Livlandpolitik Ivan Groznyjs, Herder Institut,
Marburg/Lahn

Bahrovi¢ M., 1981: “The Latgalian people” in Acta Latgalica 1981
Balodis R., 2008: Etat et religion en Lettonie, Trier Universitat, Tréves

Bojtar E 1999 Foreword to the past: a cultural history of the Baltic peoples, Budapest et New
York, Central European College

Brejdak A. B., 2006: Latgal ’skij jazyklljazyki mira: baltijskie jazyki p.193-213/Rossijskaja
Akademija Nauk Institut jazykoznanija, Moscou

Brejdak A B 2000 “The Ancient Relationships of the Latgalian Selonian and Zhemaitian
tribal languages” in Dialectologia et Geolinguistica

Briska B., 1957: Latgalii politiskajos patmalos, Latgalische Verlag, Minich

Briska B., 1984 Latgola muna tavzeme,Latgalische Verlag, Munich



Brolis J., 1998: Latgalian identity as a regional manifestation of Latvian identity, Rezekne
High School, Latvian Academic Sciences Section A, Vol 52, 1998, N°4/6, Riga

Budze A: The Catholic Church and its priests at the Congress of Rezekne, 1917, High School,
Latvian Academic Sciences Section A, Vol 52, 1998, N°4/6

Buks M., 1957: Latgale literatures vesture, Latgalische Verlag, Minich
Buks M., 1961: Latgalu valudas un tautas izplateibas problemas Latgalische VIg, Munich
Buks M 1964: Die Russifizierung in den baltische landern, Latgalische Verlag, Munich

Czaplejewicz E 1996: “Czym jest literatura kresowa” in Czaplejewicz E, Kasperski E Kresy w
literaturze, tworcy dwudziestowieczni, Warszawa, WP

Demski D., Boldane 1., 2005: Mutual perceptions between Latvians and Latvian Poles in
Etnografia polska, 2005 vol 49 no. 1-2 p.56-86

Dunsdorfs E., 1991: Latgales vesturiskas kartes, Melbourne
Eberhard N., 1999: Polska ludnos¢ kresowa, Warszawa
Evdokimov V., 2008: « Russkaja toponimika Pribaltiki » in Geografija n°19/2008

Haltzel M., Lundin C., Plakans A., Thaden E. 1981: The Russification of the Baltic Provinces
and Finland 1855-1914, Princeton University Press, Princeton

Hellmann M. 1954: Das Lettenland im Mittelalter: Studien zur ostbaltischen Friihzeit und
lettischen Stammesgeschichte insbesondereLettgallens, Minster Koln

Ivanovs A. 1999: Latgales Vestures historiografija 1946-99, LKCI, Rezekne

Ivanovs A. 2003: Apcerejumi par Latgales vestures historisgrafij: lidz 1945 gadam ; Rezekne
LKCI

Jekabsons E., 1999: “Latvija i Belorussija: nacalo otnosenij 1919-1920” in Berascejski
hranograf, Brest-na-Buge

Jekabsons E., 2001: «Belorussy v Latvii v 1918-1940 godah» in Mal'dzis A. 2001:
Belaruskaja dyjaspara jak pasrédnica i dyjalogu cyvilizacyj, Belaruski Knigazbor, Minsk

Jekabsons E., 2006: Latgaliesu politiki un politiskas partijas neatkarigaja Latvija, Jumava,
Riga

Kolstg P., 1999: « Territorialising Diasporas: The Case of Russians in Former Soviet
Republics » in Millenium: Journal of International Studies Vol 28, N°3

Krystanovskaja O. V., 2008: «The Russian elite in transition» in Journal of Communist
Studies and Transition Politics 2008



Kudors A., 2010: «Russian world_Russia's soft power approach to compatriots policy » in
Russian Analytical Digest No.81: Russian Public Relations Activities and Soft Power

Latkovski D., 1999: Nacionale atmoda Latgale: modinataji, darbu veicej; Rezekne, LKCI
Latkovski L. Sr, 1968: Latgalu uzvordi, palames un dzymtas, Latgalische Verlag, Minich
Latkovski L. Jr, 2009: Aglona, a history of the Church and monastery, LKCI, Rezekne

Le Bourhis E., 2009: «Le port pétrolier de Ventspils: une parabole des relations russo-
lettonnes» in Regards sur I'Est, octobre 2009

Le Bourhis E., 2009: « La Lettonie change de carte administrative » in Regard sur I'Est,
janvier 2009

Lejkuma L., Andronov A., 2007 Latgal 'skaja Kniga v Rossii (1917-37). Katalog
vystavki/Rossijskaja nacional’naja biblioteka, Sankt Peterburgskij gosudarstennyj universitet,
Saint-Pétersbourg

Luocis V., 1963: Latgalu darbeibas dokumentacija, Latgalische Verlag, Munich

Makasina T. S., 1979: Fol klor i obrjady Russkogo naselenija Latgalii, Nauka, Moscou

Plakans A 2011: “Regional identity in Latvia: the case of Latgale” in Housden M, Smith D,
Forgotten pages in Baltic history: Diversity and Inclusion, Ashgate

Pocs K.S., 1998: “The historical destiny of Latgale and its merges with the other regions of
Latvia” in Latvian Academic Sciences Section A, Vol 52, 1998, N°4/6, Riga

Puisens T., 1997: Vestures mozaika, LKCI, Rezekne

Roqueplo O. E., 2009: “Les bons temps suédois en Livonie 1629-1710” in Actes du colloque
La Suéde et les Etats baltes: vers un nouvel équilibre régional? (23-24 novembre 2009)

Rozenvalds J., 2005: “Identity changes and interaction in Latvia: Europeization and/or EU-
ization” in Latvia Universitates Raksti. 680. Riga

Saharov S. P., 1939: Pravoslavnye Cerkvi v Latgalii, Riga, autora izdevums
Skilters K. 1934: Latgales nacionalajs jautajums, Minsk

Skutans S. 1999: Latgolas vestures druskas, LKCI, Rezekne

Sozanski J., Szklennik R. 1994: Kultura polska na Lotwie, Riga

Springovics Z. 1961: Latgales un katolu baznica, Latgalische Verlag, Minich

Steimans J. 2005: Latgale: 1914-1920, LKCI, Rezekne



Strods H. 1959: “Sktad etniczny ludnosci Latgalii (bywszych Inflant polskich) w latach 1772-
1959 in Przeglgd Zachodniopomorski T.4 p.89

Sulmane 1., Kruks S., 2002: “Ethnic and political stereotypes in Latvian and Russian press in
Latvia” in Humanities and social sciences, University of Latvia, 1 (34), Riga

Suplinska I., Lazdina S., Marten H., 2009: Mercator Europe research centre on
multilingualism and language learning: Latgalian

Suplinska I. et alii 2009: Valodas austrum Latvija petijuma dati un rezultati, Via latgalica,
Rezekne Augstskola

Swain G., 2004: Between Stalin and Hitler: class war and race war on the Dvina 1940-1946,
Routledge-Curzon

Tillmann C.: 1958 Lexikon der Deutschen Schlésser und Biirgen (4 Bande: Preussen, Livland
und Siebenbdiirgen), Stuttgart, Hiersemann

Upton A. 2006: Charles XI and Swedish Absolutism, Cambridge University Press

Woolfson C. 2009: “Labour Migration, Neoliberalism and ethnopolitics in the New Europe:
the Latvian Case” in Antipode vol 41 no.5, November 2009, p.952-982

Zavarina A. A. 1986: Russkoe naselenie Vostocnoj Latvii vo vtoroj polovine XIX-nacale XX
veka; istoriko-etnograficeskij ocerk, Zinatne, Riga

Zeile P. 2006: Latgales kulturas vesture, LKCI, Rezekne
Zorin I. N. 2007: Zanimatel 'naja istorija Latvijskih Russkih, Serija Klio, Zoriks, Riga
Ouvrages collectifs:

Akty i dokumenty dotyczgce sprawy granic Polski na konferencje pokojowej w Paryzu 1918-
1919, t,1 p, 129-133, Paris 1920

Kurzeme, Vidzeme, Latgale: regions un identitati vesture: konferences materiali, Riga, 1999

Latgola as a cultural borderzone, Institute of comparative Studies, Daugavpils University,
Faculty of Humanities, Daugavpils, 2009

Lotwa-Polska: Materialy z miedzynarodowej konferencji naukowej, Riga, 1995, ambasada

Rzeczypospolitej Polski na Lotwie, Instytut historii Lotwy Uniwersytetu Lotewskiego, Riga,
1995

Polija un Baltija kulturas dialoga, Komparativistikas Instituta Almanahs, Daugavpils
Universitates Akademiskais Apgads Saule, 2008

Regional development and spatial planning in an enlarged European Union; Aldershot,
England, Burlington VT, Ashgate 2006



Rezeknes Kongress 1917-1997: Zinatniskas konferences materiali, 1997

Rossija i Baltija. Ostzejskie gubernii i severozapadnyj kraj v politike reform Rossijskoj
Imperii 2 pol XVIH-XX vv. Institut Vseobs¢ej Istorii, Rossijskaja Akademija Nauk, Moscou,
2004

Stownik geograficzny krolestwa polskiego i innych krajow stowianskich, article «kEwikszta»,
Poznan', 1880

Articles in the newspapers:
Cujanova E: “Latgal’skij vopros” in http//rianova.narod.ru/nac/latgali.ntml

Stoma L :Gde z latgal 'skaja stolica? in Vesti Segodnja no.158



