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Abstract

In recent years, acoustic black holes (ABHs) have revealed as a very effective method for the passive reduction
of vibrations in flat plates and straight beams. Those essentially consist of circular indentations and/or side
boundaries, whose thicknesses decrease to zero following a power-law profile. Nonetheless, many structures
in the aeronautical and naval sectors, among others, involve cylindrical structures with periodic stiffeners
or supports. Such periodic structures admit the propagation of Bloch-Floquet (BF) bending waves at some
frequency passbands, which may result in strong vibration levels and noise radiation. In this work, we propose
the design of annular ABHs to mitigate the problem. A wave finite element model is first used to determine
the frequency passbands on an ideal, periodically simply supported cylindrical shell of infinite length, with
embedded annular ABHs. Then, a long, but now finite simply supported cylindrical shell, is presented
to show how the transmissibility between two sections strongly diminishes with the inclusion of ABHs.
That confirms annular ABHs as a very effective means of reducing BF wave propagation. Unfortunately,
embedding ABHs on the shell weakens its structural rigidity so a thorough analysis is made on the effects of
inserting stiffeners in the longitudinal direction to partially remedy that inconvenient. Quite surprisingly, it is
shown that the inclusion of stiffeners can even enhance the performance of the ABHs for some configurations.
To finally foresee the potential of annular ABHs for practical applications, a finite element simulation is
made on a slightly more realistic geometry, resembling a very simplified version of the hull of a submarine
vehicle or a gas tank.

Keywords: Annular acoustic black holes (ABHs), Periodic structures, Bloch-Floquet waves, Stiffeners,
Cylindrical shells

1. Introduction

The vibration of structures with periodic supports or stiffeners has now a long record since the earlier
research by Mead in the seventies (see e.g., [1–3] and also the review in [4]). Those works revealed, for
instance, that in a periodically simply supported infinite beam flexural wave propagation can only occur
at certain frequency passbands, while it is forbidden for other frequency ranges, the so-called stopbands.
Similar results were lately found for infinite periodically stiffened plates, see e.g., [5–8]. It is to be noted
that propagative waves at the passbands of periodically stiffened systems, also referred to as Bloch-Floquet
(BF) waves, often constitute a major source of undesirable vibration and noise radiation.

In this paper, we are concerned with periodically supported cylindrical structures. Those are of great
importance in a large variety of industrial applications which comprise from aircrafts and submarines, to
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pipeline systems and gas/fluid tanks. Despite a large amount of literature exists on the behavior of periodic
stiffened beams and plates, not so many works can be found characterizing the dynamical response of
periodically stiffened cylindrical shells. Initial analyzes were reported in [9–11]. Exact-closed solutions were
proposed therein for some periodically ribbed cylindrical shells with various stiffener geometries, and the
frequency passbands and stopbands of the structures were determined. Following the steps in [12], more
recent works on the topic have basically addressed the computation of noise radiation by periodic cylindrical
shells under different types of excitations (see e.g., [13–17]), yet such issue will be out of the scope of this
paper.

The main objective of this work is that of exploring, by means of numerical simulations, the potential
of the acoustic black hole (ABH) effect as a passive method to reduce the propagation of BF waves in
periodically simply supported cylindrical shells. To that purpose, new annular ABH designs are proposed and
their performance is tested by means of the wave finite element method [18]. The ABH effect in mechanics
was discovered by Mironov [19], who showed that the velocity of a wave entering a beam termination whose
thickness decays to zero following a power-law profile, it would slow down in such a way that it will never
reach the end of the wedge. In practice however, even a small truncation thickness at the wedge termination
may result in strong wave reflections. The problem can be avoided by placing a viscoelastic layer at the
tip of the wedge to dissipate energy where it most concentrates [20]. Recently, several strategies have been
investigated to enhance energy dissipation and thus reduce the ABH reflection coefficient, such as setting
an extended platform at the end of the ABH wedge [21, 22], exploiting the ABH geometric non-linearity
[23], using spiral terminations [24, 25], resorting to passive constrained viscoelastic layers [26] or employing
viscoelastic layers with tunable parameters [27].

When one considers beams and plates belonging to a more complex structure, however, it becomes
unfeasible to tailor their sides to attain the ABH effect, because the connection with other structural
elements usually takes place through boundaries. To avoid that problem in a plate, for instance, one can
embed circular cuneate indentations in it whose thicknesses decrease towards their center following a power
law profile [28–33]. Though less common, rectangular ABH indentations have been also analyzed in [34, 35],
as well as the performance of circular ABHs on elliptical instead of rectangular plates [36]. Very recently,
further configurations have been examined, like the ring-shaped ABHs for vibration isolation in plates in [37],
or the ABH indentations for circular beams in [38]. This last work addresses, for the first time, embedding
ABHs on curved structures. The current paper makes progress in this direction by proposing suitable annular
ABH designs for cylindrical shell structures. As said above, such issue has not been addressed before and
constitutes the key goal of this research, a preliminary version of which was presented in [39].

The main contents of the manuscript can be outlined as follows. We start analyzing the case of an
infinite cylindrical shell of uniform thickness that has periodic simple supports and determine its frequency
passbands and stopbands. Then, a finite model consisting of a sample of ten unit cells of the infinite shell
is used to compute the transmissibility between cell rings and observe the influence of the passbands and
stopbands. The same configurations are next analyzed but with annular ABHs embedded on them. It is
shown that the inclusion of ABHs strongly reduce the propagation of BF waves resulting in much lower
transmissibilities on the shell. Besides, given that embedding ABH indentations on a structure affects its
rigidity, we investigate the influence of inserting stiffeners on the annular ABHs. Finally, the benefits of
setting ABHs on a periodically supported cylindrical shell with closed ends are described. That closed
geometry could be viewed, for example, as a very simple representation of the hull of a submarine vehicle
or an airplane fuselage. All the analyzes in the manuscript have been carried out by means of finite element
simulations, as done in some previous works on ABHs, see e.g., [28] among others.

In what concerns periodic distributions of ABHs, it is worth mentioning that they have been recently
studied for arrangements of circular ABH indentations on beams and plates in [38, 40, 41]. New designs
involving compound ABH beams [42] and V-folded ones [43, 44] have been also proposed. On the other
hand, it is shall be noted that the ABH effect is not only useful for reducing vibrations in beams, plates
or shells as just explained, but the very same basic underlying mechanisms can be exploited to attenuate
sound waves at the end of duct terminations [45–49].

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we present the finite element models of the considered
cylindrical shells, as well as a brief theoretical overview on the wave finite element model for periodic
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Figure 1: Unit cell for (a) the uniform cylindrical shell, (b) the ABH cylindrical shell and (c) the ABH cylindrical shell with
reinforcing stiffeners.

structures. Section 3 constitutes the main body of the work and shows the dynamic responses of the
infinite and finite shell models. The results include the analysis of frequency passbands and stopbands,
transmissibility functions. The role of stiffeners and the case of a shell with closed ends are studied in
Section 4. The final conclusions close the paper in Section 5.

2. Finite element models

2.1. Infinite periodically supported cylindrical shell with and without annular ABHs

2.1.1. Model description

To start analyzing the performance of annular ABHs on cylindrical shells we address the case of an
infinite cylindrical shell with periodic simple supports. In fact, two infinite shells will be considered, a first
one having uniform thickness and a second one with annular ABHs embedded in it. These models will serve
to analyze the frequency passbands and stopbands of the structure, and check the influence of the ABHs on
them.

In Fig.1, we depict the sketches of the unit cells that will serve to characterize the infinite cylindrical
shells. Fig.1a corresponds to that with uniform thickness. As observed, the unit cell is simply supported
at its center ring, having periodic boundary conditions at both ends. It has radius Ru, length Lu and
thickness tu. Besides, in Fig.1b, we show the unit cell with an embedded annular ABH. The cell is also
simply supported at its center with again periodic conditions at both ends. The ABH indentation comprises
a portion Labh of Lu and reaches its thinner portion at the boundaries, which have residual thickness t0.
The local thickness inside the ABH varies as t(z) = ε|z − z0|m + t0 where z0 represents the location of the
ABH center, m (m ≥ 2) is the ABH order and ε = (tu− t0)L−mabh is the smoothness parameter that describes
the ABH profile. A centered viscoelastic layer of thickness tvis, which covers 50% of the ABH surface, has
been glued to the shell to dissipate energy. The same amount of damping has been applied to the uniform
cylinder for a fairer comparison of the results, as observed in Figs.1a and 1b. Finally, in Fig.1c we plot the
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case of an ABH cell with some reinforcing stiffeners to try to compensate the loss of rigidity produced by
the ABH indentations. Such situation will be also analyzed in this work.

Finite element models have been built for the uniform and ABH unit cells (with and without stiffen-
ers), considering the geometrical and physical parameters of Table 1. The commercial package Comsol
Multiphysics has been adopted for that purpose using the Solid Mechanics (2D axisymmetric) package.
Quadrilateral shell elements have been employed. For the uniform shell, the model consists of 100 ele-
ments and 184 nodes for a total of 954 degrees of freedom (DOF). The mesh size, hu, ranges between
0.0135m < hu < 0.0169m, which guarantees wave propagation is well recovered up to 11.2 kHz. A some-
what finer mesh has been required for the ABH shell because of its small truncation thickness. The ABH
unit cell FEM model consists of 160 elements, 284 nodes and 1454 DOF, with a mesh size comprising
0.003m < habh < 0.0169m. That allows one to cover the same frequency range of the uniform shell.

2.1.2. Theory reminder

For a better comprehension of the results of the numerical simulations in Section 3 below, and to make
the material in this work more self-contained, we next briefly review the basics of the Bloch-Floquet theory,
which will lead to the appearance of frequency stopbands and passbands for the cylinder flexural waves.

Let us denote by Mc the condensed FEM mass matrix for the unit cell and by Kc the condensed
stiffness one. These matrices relate the vectors of nodal displacements at the left and right sides of the cell,
respectively denoted by qL and qR. Hereafter, Mc and Kc can either designate the unit cell condensed
matrices for the uniform shell or that for the ABH one, as the general theory applies to both of them. The
same is valid for qL and qR. Note that the condensed mass and stiffness matrices also incorporate the
damping layers, which are critical for the ABH effect.

At a given angular frequency, ω, the equation of motion for the cell boundary nodes reads (see e.g.,
[50, 51]), (

Kc − ω2Mc

)
q = f , (1)

with q =
[
q>L q>R

]>
and f =

[
f>L f>R

]>
being the nodal force vector. The periodic boundary conditions and

force balance imply

qR = λqL, fR = −λfL, (2)

where λ = exp(−ikLu) and k ∈ R represents the propagating wave number. This leads to

q = ΛRqL, ΛLf = 0, (3)

Parameter Value Description.
Ru 5 m Radius of cylindrical shells
tu 0.03 m Thickness of uniform shell
t0 0.003 m Residual thickness of the ABH center
Lu 1.35 m Length of one cell
Labh 0.325 m Length of the ABH portion
m 2 Order of ABH profile
ε 0.19231 1/m Slope of ABH profile
Lvis 0.1625 m Length of viscoelastic layers
tvis 0.006 m Thickness of viscoelastic layers
E 210 GPa Young modulus of the shell
ρ 7800 kg/m3 Density of the shell
η 0.005 Steel loss factor
Evis 5 GPa Young modulus of viscoelastic layers
ρvis 950 kg/m3 Density of viscoelastic layers
ηvis 0.5 Loss factor of viscoelastic layers

Table 1: Geometry and material parameters of the annular ABH shells.
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Figure 2: Finite element geometry and mesh details for the ten-cell cylindrical shell. a) 3D view, b) 1/16 longitudinal section
with the location of the excitation, ABHs, boundary conditions and ring receiver and c) zoom of 1/16 of a single cell.

with ΛR = [I λI]
>

and ΛL =
[
I λ−1I

]
(here I symbolizes the identity matrix of size 1/4 that of the

condensed mass matrix Mc). Pre-multiplying both sides of Eq. (1) by ΛL and making use of Eq. (3), results
in

ΛL

(
Kc − ω2Mc

)
ΛRqL = 0, (4)

which yields an eigenvalue problem for the nodal displacements of the unit cell left side, namely,[
Kr(k)− ω2Mr(k)

]
qL = 0. (5)

In Eq. (5), Kr(k) = ΛLKcΛR and Mr(k) = ΛLMcΛR respectively denote the reduced stiffness and mass
matrices. The solution of Eq. (5) for k in the range [−π/L π/L] (i.e., in the first Brillouin zone) provides
the dispersion relationship for the the periodically simply supported uniform and ABH cylindrical shells.
Thanks to the unit cell symmetry, it would actually suffice to consider the range [0 π/L].

The WFEM method has been only succinctly reviewed in this section, which suffices for the purposes of
this paper. The interested reader is referred to [52–54] for more details and explanations.

2.2. Finite periodically supported cylindrical shell with and without annular ABHs

2.2.1. Model description

In order to check whether annular ABHs could have a significant effect on more realistic structures, we
also consider the case of a finite cylindrical shell consisting of ten, equally spaced, concatenated unit cells. A
simply supported ring is imposed in the middle of each cell, while free displacement and rotation conditions
are assumed at the leading ends of the structure. The cylinder longitudinal dimension is L = 13.5 m
so that each unit cell has a length of Lu = 1.35 m to coincide with that of the infinite structure. The
radii, thicknesses and all other geometrical and physical parameters, including damping layers, for both the
uniform finite shell and the ABH one, are those already chosen for the infinite structures and presented in
Table 1.
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The uniform and ABH cylindrical ten-cell shells have been simulated again with FEM. While a 2D axis
symmetric package was used in the infinite elements models of section 2.1, the 3D Solid Mechanics package
in Comsol Multiphysics has been chosen for building the finite ones below. This is so because in these
models we will consider the inclusion of stiffeners. However, to reduce the computational cost, and thanks
to the problem symmetry, only 1/16 of the whole 3D structure has been modeled (see Fig.2 for the ABH
one). In this case, the FEM model consists of 54069 DOF with a total of 18240 hexahedron elements and
32152 nodes for the uniform shell, while 20280 hexahedron elements and 36075 nodes have been used for
the ABH one. The mesh size for the latter, habh, comprises 0.003 m < habh < 0.05625 m and covers the
frequency up to 5.8 kHz. The latter also holds true for the uniform shell.

2.2.2. Theory reminder

As regards the periodically simply supported finite cylindrical shells, our interest will focus on checking
the efficiency of annular ABHs for reducing the vibration transmission from one shell ring to another. To
that purpose, a unit ring excitation in the inward radial direction is applied at z = 0.3375 m (the z-axis
origin is set at the beginning of the structure) and the radial displacement is computed on a receiver ring,
located at z = 13.1625 m (see Fig.2). The radial displacement transmissibility between the two shell rings
is defined as

Trs ≡ 10 lg

〈
w2
r

〉
〈w2

s〉
, (6)

where wr and ws denote the radial displacements at the receiver and source rings, and the brackets indicate
spatial averaging on the ring circumference. We shall remark that the radial displacement is obviously inde-
pendent from the circumferential position for the axisymmetrical models and therefore averaging becomes
unnecessary for them. However, in Section 4 we will introduce stiffeners in the annular ABHs which will
break the axisymmetry and justify the need for averaging in Eq. (6).

The displacements wr and ws can be directly obtained from the solution of the FEM system[
K− ω2M

]
q = f , (7)

with K standing for the model complex stiffness matrix, M for the model mass matrix and f for the external
nodal force vector, whose components are zero except for the radial ones at the excitation rings. The vector
q contains the nodal displacements from which we can extract the radial component ones wr and ws.

On the other hand, periodic boundary conditions have to be imposed in the circumferential direction
given that we are only simulating one sector of the cylindrical shell. Suppose that we divide the shell into N
sectors (in our case N = 16). Let us denote by qA the nodal displacement vector of the bottom boundary
in the z-direction of the simulated sector, and by q′A the nodal displacement vector at the top boundary
(see Fig.2). Analogously, let us designate by qB and q′B the bottom and top displacement vectors at any
other sector. It then follows that the displacement vectors of both sectors can be related through(

q′A
q′B

)
=

(
cos(kα) − sin(kα)
sin(kα) cos(kα)

)(
qA
qB

)
(8)

with k standing now for the wavenumber in the circumferential direction and α = 2π/N .

3. Simulations for uniform and ABH non-stiffened infinite and finite shells with periodic simple
supports

3.1. Passbands, stopbands and transmissibility for the uniform shells

To begin with, let us first focus on the results for the infinite uniform shell with periodic supports. The
dispersion curves for that shell in the frequency range [0 1000] Hz have been calculated according to the
theory in Section 2.1.2 and are presented in Fig.3a. As usual, these curves are computed for an equivalent
conservative system for simplicity (see e.g., [17] and references therein), though the mass, stiffness and loss
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Figure 3: (a) Dispersion curves and mode shapes for the undamped infinite uniform shell. (b) Transmissibility for the finite
10-cell uniform shell, with and without damping layers.

factor of the damping layer are taken into account in the transmissibility plot of Fig.3b. If one compares
the stopbands and passbands in the two figures no significant differences can be appreciated.

It is observed in Fig.3a that no dispersion curve appears below the ring frequency of the shell, ωR =
R−1

√
E/ρ, which for the present example turns to be fR = ωR/2π ≈ 173 Hz. This is not surprising since in

this paper we are focusing on the shell low frequency vibration that is dominated by flexural motion. The
latter is the most critical one e.g., in terms of noise radiation [17]. In particular, we consider bending-type
waves with zero wavenumber in the circumferential direction. It was shown in [2, 3] that the bounding
frequencies of the passbands of symmetric periodic structures correspond to the eigenfrequencies of their
unit cell submitted to different types of boundary conditions. In the case of cylindrical shells, the dispersion
relation for a mode with zero-th circumferential order and arbitrary boundary conditions is of the type
ω2 = D(ρtu)−1k4 + w2

R, D being the shell stiffness (see e.g., Eq. (23) in [55] and also [56]). This clearly
imposes that wave motion will take place for frequencies higher than ωR.

On the other hand, it is seen in Fig.3a that there exist four passbands and four stopbands in the range up
to 1000 Hz. The vibration shapes at k = 0 and k = π/Lu ≈ 2.33 rad m−1 of each passband have been also
plotted to demonstrate the flexural nature of the motion. If one next plots the displacement transmissibility
between the source and receiver rings in the finite ten-cell uniform shell, it becomes apparent that the minima
in the transmissibility function coincide with the stopbands of the infinite structure, while the maxima do
so for the passbands, see Fig.3b (Note that the range in the horizontal axis of the transmissibility has been
adapted for visualization purposes, values below fR being negligible). The differences between maxima and
minima always exceed 60 dB, which is remarkable. Another notorious aspect from the figure is the almost
negligible influence the damping layer has on the vibration transmission. If one compares the red curve
(undamped uniform cylinder) with the gray one (damped uniform cylinder), the viscoelastic layer is only
capable of reducing a few dBs at the maxima of the transmissibility function.

While the periodicity of the structure results in a very efficient way to prevent the transmission of
vibrations at stopbands, see Fig.3b and the displacement shape of the finite shell at the center of the third
stopband in Fig.4a, the opposite occurs at passbands. BF waves can propagate with very little attenuation,
even if damping layers are attached to the shell to try to mitigate transmission (see again Fig.3b and also
Fig.4b, where we plot the displacement shape of the cylinder at the center of the fourth passband). It will be
shown in next section how such propagative BF waves can be strongly reduced by means of annular ABHs.

3.2. Passbands, stopbands and transmissibility for the ABH shells

Let us next consider the case of a periodically simply supported cylindrical shell with annular ABHs
embedded in it, as depicted in the unit cell scheme of Fig.1b. As for the uniform case, we start presenting
the dispersion curve for this model in Fig.5a as well as some modal shapes for k = {0, π/Lu}. Two interesting
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features stand out. On the one hand, the stiffness of the shell diminishes because of the material removed for
tailoring the ABHs. This lowers the shell eigenfrequencies. The consequence is a larger number of stopbands
and passbands in the [0 1000] Hz frequency range, as compared to that of the uniform shell in Fig.3a. On
the other hand, it is worth noting that beyond the ring frequency of 173 Hz, the first three stop bands
get extremely close one to another. This implies that wave propagation is almost forbidden for frequencies
below 420 Hz, which is very advantageous for the control of vibrations at low frequencies.

Beyond 420 Hz, however, several passbands exist which may result in considerable shell vibration levels.
This is clearly appreciated in Fig.5b, where the transmissibility between the source and receiver rings has
been plotted for the finite ABH shell of Fig.2. If one considers the shell with embedded annular acoustic
black holes but without damping (gray line in Fig.5b), the ABH effect is hardly noticed and the situation
closely resembles that encountered for the uniform shell in Fig.3b, with strong peak values at the frequency
passbands. This is not surprising since from its very first proposal, ABHs were known to totally fail if energy
was not dissipated at their centers [19, 20]. The inclusion of the viscoelastic damping layer drastically changes
the situation (red line in Fig.5b). The energy concentrated at the ABH center gets mostly dissipated and,
as seen in the figure, the transmissibility levels strongly diminish.

One should bear in mind that the performance of ABH shells at low and high frequencies are quite
distinct. The former is not related to the ABH effect but to variations in mass and stiffness on the holding
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Figure 5: (a) Dispersion curve and mode shapes for the infinite undamped ABH shell. (b) Transmissibility for the finite
10-cell ABH shell, with and without damping layers. All the parameters are referred to Table 1.
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structure due to ABH indentations. The effects are therefore very case dependent and in the present
example have resulted in the nearly merging of the three first stopbands. Yet, at mid to high frequencies
(those depending on the ABH dimensions and profile), is where the ABH effect starts functioning. In fact,
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that occurs beyond the so-called diameter cut-on frequency fabh = πtu
4Labh

√
E
3ρ (see e.g., [28, 30, 35, 37]).

Essentially, the latter establishes that the wavelength of a wave entering the ABH needs to be smaller
than the ABH diameter (in this case the length Labh) to perceive its effects. However, the ABH does not

become fully operative until the so called smoothness cut-on frequency, fε = ε
2π

√
E
3ρ , is surpassed (see e.g.,

[19, 28, 38, 41]). fε is related to the ABH profile and guarantees that an incident wave on the ABH finds a
smooth impedance matching so that it not gets reflected back. In other words, for a fixed ABH order m, if
the smoothness parameter ε is too large an incoming wave would almost experience impinging on a straight
wall. But, if ε is small enough, the wave will smoothly enter the ABH. In practice, the ABH effect becomes
fully effective for frequencies f & 3fε (see e.g., [30]).

Given that the ABH thickness gets very thin close to its center, the mass and stiffness of the damping
layer may play a significant role there. Consequently, in Fig.6a we start presenting the dispersion curves for
the ABH taking the latter into account. Those are to be compared with the ones of the undamped ABH in
Fig.5a. One can appreciate variations in the widths and locations of some of the stopbands and passbands,
especially at higher frequencies, though the number of bands and their behavior remain the same in the
analyzed frequency range. Besides, the influence of a critical parameter that affects the efficiency of ABHs,
namely the truncation thickness, t0, is analyzed in Fig.6b. Its influence has been reported in several works,
see e.g. [21, 26, 30, 57] among others, and it is constructive to consider it in the present situation. To that
purpose, let us introduce the thickness ratio, rt = t0/tu, and see what happens when we modify it. We
note that the transmissibilities already shown in Fig.5b correspond to an annular ABH with thickness ratio
rt = 1 : 10. Those for larger and smaller ratios, namely rt = 1 : 5 and rt = 1 : 15, are presented in Fig.6b
together with the uniform and rt = 1 : 10 cases, for comparison. The latter has a three times smoothness
frequency value 3fε = 339 Hz (plotted in the figure), which gets slightly modified to 3fε = 301 Hz for the
rt = 1 : 5 case and to 3fε = 351 Hz for the rt = 1 : 15 one. It can be observed in the figure how the peak
locations move to lower frequencies as the thickness ratio decreases because the shell stiffness diminishes.
More remarkably, it becomes apparent from the figure that very strong vibration reductions can be achieved
with the ABHs. Even in the weakest case of the rt = 1 : 5 ratio, the transmissibility peaks lessen ∼ 10 dB
compared to those of the uniform shell.

To better illustrate the residual thickness influence on the annular ABH performance, in Fig.7 we have
represented the shell vibration shapes for different thickness ratios, at the central frequency of their sixth
passband. Figs.7a and 7b show those corresponding to the rt = 1 : 5 case at 750 Hz and reveal the critical
importance of including a viscous damping layer to achieve the ABH effect. The vibration reduction improves
as we move away from the excitation ring as one could expect. In fact, it becomes almost negligible at the
farthest cells as the thickness ratio diminishes, as observed in Fig.7c for rt = 1 : 10 at 675 Hz and in Fig.7d,
for rt = 1 : 15 at 650 Hz.

4. Simulations for stiffened ABH finite shells with periodic simple supports

4.1. Stiffened annular ABH shells

In the preceding section, it has been shown that annular ABHs constitute a very effective way of sup-
pressing BF waves in periodically supported cylindrical shells. Notwithstanding, embedding ABHs on the
shell weakens its stiffness and this can be problematic from a structural point of view. To partially mitigate
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that problem, we will next explore the effects of including some stiffeners into the ABHs. A sketch of the
proposed stiffened cylindrical ABH unit cell was presented in Fig.1c and geometrical details for one of its
segments are depicted in Fig.8. As observed, the stiffener has the length of the ABH, Labh, a width w and the
shell thickness tu. Each annular ABH contains several stiffeners that continuously connect the periodically
arranged cells.

The influence of the stiffeners is basically characterized by two parameters, namely their width and
number in a unit cell. As for the former, too wide stiffeners may damage the ABH effect, limiting the energy
dissipation area at the ABH center and thus reducing its performance. Too narrow stiffeners, on the other
side, may simply not provide enough structural rigidity. Besides, the choice of the stiffener width must be
made in combination with the number of them to be placed in the ABH. The proper width and number of
stiffeners for annular ABHs will be examined in forthcoming sections.

4.1.1. Effects of modifying the stiffener width

We start considering the 10 unit cell model of Fig.2 and check the consequences of changing the width of a
total of sixteen stiffeners inserted on each annular ABH. Widths of w = 4tu and w = 16tu are contemplated.
The resulting transmissibilities are plotted in Fig.9a and compared to that of the annular ABH without
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Figure 9: (a) Transmissibility for the different width of stiffeners. (b) Peak values of transmission beyond the smooth cut-on
frequencies in term of various stiffener width, with the bare ABH structure corresponding to -21.4 dB and the uniform structure
to 1.37 dB.
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Figure 10: Displacement shape of 1/16 portion of the second cell in the periodically supported finite shell at the frequencies
of the global peak values of the transmissibility. (a) Uniform shell at 742 Hz, (b) bare ABH at 672 Hz, (c) stiffened ABH with
w = 16tu at 814 Hz and (d) stiffened ABH at 675 Hz with w = 4tu.
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Figure 11: Mean square displacement (MSD)for (a) the second cell and (b) the last cell (reference displacement value
wref = 1 × 10−9 m).

stiffeners (w = 0) and to that of the uniform shell as well.
Two remarkable facts can be appreciated in Fig.9a. The first one is that stiffeners modify the stopband

and passband frequency distribution in such a way that the wide non-propagation region of the non-stiffened
ABH comprising from 173 to 420 Hz gets split, and the passband between 200 and 300 Hz of the original
uniform shell is recovered. The amplitude levels of the transmissibility for the stiffened ABH shells at that
passband are yet much smaller than those of the uniform shell. As expected, this is especially the case for
w = 4tu but it also happens, to a lower degree, for w = 16tu.

The second one concerns the behavior of the stiffened ABHs shells beyond three times the smoothness
frequency 3fε = 339 Hz. Surprisingly, the w = 4tu stiffened ABH performs better than the bare one,
while one would expect the opposite behavior because of the potential vibration transmission through the
stiffeners. In fact, this is what one encounters for the w = 16tu case. It is therefore interesting to analyze
in more detail the unexpected behavior for w = 4tu and determine whether and why the inclusion of some
stiffeners could benefit vibration reduction, without seriously deteriorating the shell rigidity. To that end,
Fig.9b illustrates the global peak value of the transmissibility beyond 3fε for different values of the width
to thickness ratio, rw, that being defined as rw = w/tu. The upper and lower limits of the brown shaded
strip in the figure respectively correspond to the peak values of the periodically supported uniform and bare
ABH shells. One would then predict the maximum values of the stiffened ABHs to lie inside the strip but,
as observed, this is not occurring for rw < 10. It looks like the inclusion of some stiffeners with appropriate
width can be actually beneficial to suppress vibrations, the optimal width to thickness ratio value for that
enhancement being rw = 4.

To better understand the underlying mechanism of the above unforeseen behavior, one should bear in
mind that the functioning of the ABH effect relies on the dissipation of the energy concentrated at its center,
by means of the viscoelastic layer. Accordingly, in Fig.10 we have examined the displacement shapes of the
second cell of the structure at frequencies corresponding to its global maximum transmissibility. The cases
of the uniform, ABH and stiffened w = 16tu and w = 4tu ABH shells, are shown in the figure. Only 1/16
portion of the second cell is depicted thanks to symmetry and for a better illustration of the results. For the
uniform shell, see Fig.10a, the displacement field has circumferential symmetry, as expected from the ring
excitation distribution. The vibration becomes slightly higher at the region closer to the source (first unit
cell placed to the left, but not shown in the figure) and the damping exhibits negligible effect, as already
commented before. In the case of the bare ABH of Fig.10b, the circumferential symmetry is still preserved,
but now the vibration mostly concentrates in the ABH center where it becomes dissipated preventing BF
wave transmission. As for the stiffened ABH shells, we distinguish between the oversized one (w = 16tu)
in Fig.10c, and the optimal one (w = 4tu) of Fig.10d. For the former, the stiffeners deteriorate the ABH
performance and the results lie between those of the bare ABH shell and the uniform shell, as reported in
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Figure 12: Transmissibility of the ABH shells when modifying the number of stiffeners.
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Figure 13: Displacement distribution for the rigid ABH shells with (a) 1 , (b) 2 and (c) 3 stiffeners for 1/16 section, (d) 1
stiffener for 1/24 section and (e) 1 stiffener for 1/60 section of the second cell.

Figs.9a and 9b. Nonetheless, in the optimal case, w = 4tu, the stiffeners seem to help focusing the energy
on the ABH central dissipation area, which enhances the efficiency of the non-stiffened annular ABH.
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To conclude this subsection and to better appreciate the efficacy of the annular ABHs, it is worth having
a look at the cells surface mean square displacement (MSD). In Figs.11a and 11b we respectively present
the MSD dependence on frequency of the second and last unit cells, for the uniform, ABH and optimal
stiffened ABH shells. Beyond 3fε, the stiffened ABH shell is able to reduce the peak values of the bare ABH
from 3 to 5 dB. At low frequencies however, say below 400 Hz, the latter performs better because of the
splitting of the first frequency stopband, as mentioned before. Both, the stiffened and non-stiffened ABH
shells substantially diminish the MSD values found for the uniform shell.

4.1.2. Influence of the number of stiffeners

Once analyzed the influence of the stiffener width on the ABH performance, let us address the effects
of varying their quantity. Fig.12a plots the transmissibility between the receiver and source rings when
changing the number n of stiffeners per ABH. A stiffener width of w = 4tu has been considered in all
simulations. Given that many values of n have been examined, only the curves for the uniform, bare ABH,
and ABH with 16 stiffeners have been highlighted in different colors. The curves for the remaining values of
n have uniform color and the tendency of their transmissibility dependence on frequency is indicated with
an arrow in the figure. As n augments, the transmissibility slightly worsens at low frequencies as the peaks
tend to increase and move to higher frequencies because the rigidity intensifies. For higher frequencies,
however, the influence of the number of stiffeners seems to be rather complex, as observed in Fig.12b, which
is the analogous of Fig.9b. The figure indicates an optimum value of n = 24 stiffeners, yet one should be

Propeller 

force

Circumferential simple 

supports

Viscoelastic

layers

Stiffeners

Figure 15: A closed periodically supported cylindrical shell with stiffened annular ABHs that could be viewed as a very
schematic model of the hull of a submarine vehicle.
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Figure 16: (a) Transmissibility and (b) Mean square displacement (MSD) for the closed cylindrical shell of Fig.12. Efficiency
of the bare and stiffened and annular ABHs. The reference value is chosen as wref = 1 × 10−9 m.

cautious with the outputs of that figure. The n = 24 dip is very sharp and for n = 96 we get much worse
results than for the uniform shell.

It is therefore illustrative to inspect the displacement shapes for different configurations, as we previously
did in Fig.10 for varying stiffener widths. Figs.13 now depicts 1/16 portion of the second shell for 1 (Fig.13a),
2 (Fig.13b) and 3 (Fig.13c) stiffeners. Those respectively correspond to 16, 32 and 48 stiffeners for each
complete annular ABH. Besides, 1/24 portion (Fig.13d) and 1/60 portion (Fig.13e) of the second shell
with 1 stiffener are also presented, respectively accounting for 24 and 60 stiffeners on a complete annular
ABH. Clearly, the 1/24 portion case is the one that helps concentrating more energy at the ABH centers to
dissipate energy. An excessive number of stiffeners, however, undermines energy concentration in the ABH
areas (see Fig.13e). Finally, we have also plotted the overall surface MSD for the last cell in Fig.14 to check
the efficacy in reducing BF wave propagation. It can be realized that the MSDs of the stiffened ABH shells
are higher than those of the bare ABH shell in the [200 500] Hz frequency interval. The situation reverses
within [500 1000] Hz for the 48 stiffener configuration (i.e. 3 stiffeners in the 1/16 portion) which performs
better in that range.

4.2. A closed periodically supported cylindrical shell with annular ABHs

In the precedent examples, we have considered the case of a periodically supported cylindrical shell of
infinite length as well as a finite one with open ends. In practical applications, those models may be devised
as simple approximations for industrial long pipelines, air-conditioning ducts, etc. However, cylindrical
structures with closed ends are also very common. One may think, for instance, of airplane fuselages, hulls
of submarine vehicles, or gas and fluid tanks, to mention a few. To check to what extent annular ABHs
may prove also useful in those situations, we have constructed a new model by closing the ten-cell finite
model with two spherical caps (see Fig.15). The caps are 5 m in radius and have replaced the first and last
unit cells of the finite open cylindrical shell. The cases of a uniform closed shell, a shell with nine annular
ABHs and a shell with nine annular stiffened ABHs have been investigated. As for the latter, a width to
thickness ratio of rw = 4 has been assumed for ABHs containing 16 and 48 stiffeners (1 and 3 stiffeners
respectively for 1/16 of the structure). A point excitation has been applied at the center of the first cap, in
the longitudinal direction, which might represent e.g., the main propeller shaft force component in the hull
of a submarine vehicle.

Transmissibility (between the excitation point and the opposite end point) results are shown in Fig.16a.
Despite of the curves being rougher than those encountered for the open ten cells model (see Fig.9a and
Fig.12a), the presence of stopbands and passbands can be clearly appreciated in the figure. Their frequency
ranges match with those already found for the open finite shell model. Also, the performance of the annular
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Figure 17: Displacement vibration shapes for (a)-(b) the uniform shells at the third stopband and fourth passband central
frequency, (c)-(d) ABH shells, (e)-(f) stiffened ABH shells. Subfigures (c) and (e) correspond to the fifth stopband of the bare
ABH structure, while (d) and (f) to its sixth passband. The stopbands and passbands have been selected for better illustrative
purposes.

ABHs for the closed shell is in close agreement with that found for the open one. The embedding of the
ABHs noticeably reduces the transmissibility values and, in particular, setting 48 stiffeners in them enhances
their behavior even more. As for the overall surface MSD, this has been plotted in Fig.16b showing a strong
reduction of the MSD peak values at all frequencies.

Finally, and similarly to what was done in Fig.4 and Fig.7, we present the displacement vibration shapes
of the uniform, ABH and 48-stiffened ABH shells at the central frequencies of some stopband and passbands,
in Fig.17. The first column in the figure corresponds to stopbands and the second one to passbands. As one
could expect almost no vibration is transmitted for the stopbands (Figs.17a, 17c and 17e). The opposite
logically occurs at the passbands and, as clearly observed in Fig.17d and Fig.17f, the bare and stiffened ABHs
constitute a very effective way to reduce vibration transmission. Another possibility for further reduction,
not contemplated in this work, would be to set a further ring-shaped ABH encircling the structural excitation
point, following the key idea in [37].

5. Conclusions

This paper proposes the design of annular acoustic black holes (ABHs) to reduce the propagation of
bending Bloch-Floquet (BF) waves in periodically simply supported cylindrical shells. Wave finite element
models (FEM) have been used to predict the location of frequency stopbands and passbands in uniform and
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ABH infinite shells. It has been shown how the inclusion of annular ABHs can strongly affect those bands.
Most importantly though, it has been checked by means of the FEM model of a periodically supported
shell consisting of ten cells that the ABHs drastically reduce the vibration transmissibility. Unfortunately,
this remarkable output has a well-known counterpart. The ABH indentations weaken the shell rigidity and
therefore deteriorate its structural performance.

To partially remedy the rigidity problem, we have analyzed the effects of inserting stiffeners in the
annular ABHs. Two key parameters have been considered: the stiffeners’ width and their number. Quite
surprisingly, it has been found that for some proper combinations of the latter, the stiffeners not only do not
worsen the ABH effect but they actually enhance it. The reason for that is the stiffeners help concentrating
the energy at the center of the ABHs, where it gets dissipated by the viscoelastic damping layer. This topic
deserves further exploration and in the future optimization techniques could be used to find an optimum
distribution and size of stiffeners, which guarantees a good balance between vibration suppression and
structural requirements.

Finally, the case of a cylindrical structure with closed ends and periodic supports has been considered as
a first step towards more realistic geometries found in the aeroanautical and naval sectors. Similar results
to those of the infinite and open end finite shells have been reported, showing the potential to apply annular
ABHs to realistic structures.
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