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Abstract

The Fredrickson-Andersen one spin facilitated model (FA-1f) on Z belongs to
the class of kinetically constrained spin models (KCM). Each site refreshes with
rate one its occupation variable to empty (respectively occupied) with probability g
(respectively p = 1 — ¢), provided at least one nearest neighbor is empty. Here, we
study the non equilibrium dynamics of FA-1f started from a configuration entirely
occupied on the left half-line and focus on the evolution of the front, namely the
position of the leftmost zero. We prove, for ¢ larger than a threshold ¢ < 1, a law of
large numbers and a central limit theorem for the front, as well as the convergence
to an invariant measure of the law of the process seen from the front.

Keywords : Kinetically constrained models, invariant measure, coupling, contact process.
AMS 2010 subject classifications: Primary 60K35, secondary 60J27.

1 Introduction

Fredrickson-Andersen one spin facilitated model (FA-1f) belongs to the class of kinetically
constrained spin models (KCM). KCM are interacting particle systems on Z? which have
been introduced in physics literature in the '80s (see [RS03] for a review) to model the
liquid glass transition, a major open problem in condensed matter physics. A configuration
of a KCM is given by assigning to each vertex z € Z¢ an occupation variable o(z) € {0, 1},
which corresponds to an empty or occupied site, respectively. The evolution is given by
a Markovian stochastic dynamics of Glauber type. With rate one, each vertex updates
its occupation variable to occupied or to empty with probability p € [0,1] and ¢ = 1 — p,
respectively, if the configuration satisfies a certain local constraint. For the FA-1f model

*Univ Lyon, CNRS, Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1, UMR5208, Institut Camille Jordan, F-69622
Villeurbanne, France. blondel@math.univ-lyonl.fr

tLaboratoire de Probabilités, Statistiques et Modélisation, UMRS8001, Université Paris Diderot, Sor-
bonne Paris Cité, CNRS, F-75013 Paris, France. deshayes@Ilpsm.paris

fLaboratoire de Probabilités, Statistiques et Modélisation, UMRS8001, Université Paris Diderot, Sor-
bonne Paris Cité, CNRS, F-75013 Paris, France. cristina.toninelliQupmec.fr



the constraint requires at least one empty nearest neighbor. Since the constraint to
update the configuration at x does not depend on o(z), the dynamics satisfies detailed
balance w.r.t. Bernoulli product measure at density p. A key issue is to analyze the
large time evolution when we start from a distribution different from the equilibrium
Bernoulli measure. Note that, due to the presence of the constraints, FA-1f dynamics is
not attractive, so powerful tools like monotone coupling and censoring inequalities cannot
be applied. Furthermore, convergence to equilibrium is not uniform on the initial condition
since completely occupied configurations are blocked under the dynamics. Therefore the
study of the large time dynamics is particularly challenging. In [BCM+13] a convergence
to equilibrium was proven when the starting distribution is such that the mean distance
between nearest empty sites is uniformly bounded and the equilibrium vacancy density ¢
is larger than a threshold 1/2. In [MV18] the result was extended to initial configurations
with at least one zero, provided g is sufficiently near to one.

Here, we consider FA-1f on Z starting from a configuration which has a zero at the
origin and is completely occupied in the left half line and we study the evolution of the
front, namely the position of the leftmost zero. A law of large numbers and a central limit
theorem (Theorem 2.2) for the front, as well as the convergence to an invariant measure
of the law of the process seen from the front (Theorem 2.1) are proven. Our results
hold for ¢ sufficiently large, more precisely for ¢ > ¢ where ¢ is related to the critical
parameter in the threshold contact process. We stress that, even though we are in one
dimension, proving the ballistic motion of the front is non trivial. Indeed, due to the non
attractiveness of the dynamics, the classic tool of sub-additivity [Dur80] cannot be used.
Obviously, all the following results will also be true for the position of the rightmost zero
in the FA-1f starting from a configuration which has a zero at the origin and is completely
occupied in the right half-line.

The motion of the front has been analyzed in [Blo13, GLM15] for another one di-
mensional KCM, the Fast model, for which the constraint requires the site at the right
of x to be empty: ergodicity of the measure seen from the front, law of large numbers,
central limit theorem and cutoff results have been established. A key tool for the East
model introduced in [AD02] and used in [Blo13, GLM15] for the study of the front, is the
construction of a distinguished zero, a sort of moving boundary which induces local relax-
ation to equilibrium. This construction relies heavily on the oriented nature of the East
constraint and cannot be extended to FA-1f and to generic KCM. Another consequence of
the orientation is that the cutoff result in [GLM15] follows immediately from the central
limit theorem for the front, while for FA-1f it would involve a more complex argument.

A sketch of the main step of our proof follows. Our first key result is to prove relaxation
to equilibrium far behind the front (Theorem 5.1). In order to establish this result, we
couple FA-1f dynamics with a sequence of threshold contact processes (Lemma 4.1) where
zeros flip to ones at rate p without any constraint, and ones flip to zeros at rate ¢ if and
only if there is at least one nearest neighbor zero. The first contact process starts with a
zero at the position of the front (namely at the origin), then if the contact process dies we
restart a new one from the last killed zero. The threshold contact process is attractive,
and it is well known that for ¢ above a threshold ¢ < 1 the front of the process conditioned
on survival moves ballistically. Due to the fact that there is no constraint for the contact



process for the move 0 — 1, we can couple FA-1f and contact trajectories in such a way
that FA-1f configurations contain more zeros than contact process configurations. Then,
we can use the well-known behavior of the contact process (ballistic motion of the front,
shape theorem for the coupled zone) to guarantee enough zeros behind the front of FA-1f.
This will be the work in Section 4. The construction is illustrated by the first simulation in
Figure 1; we can see on the second one that the ballistic behavior of the FA-1f front seems
still valid for some ¢ < g but in this regime, the contact process does not give us any useful
information. Afterward, we apply the techniques of [BCM+13] (Corollary 3.3) to prove
relaxation to equilibrium using these zeros in Section 5. Once this result is established, we
construct a coupling inspired by [Blo13, GLM15] to prove ergodicity of the process behind
the front, namely convergence to the unique invariant measure for the process seen from
the front (Section 6). This convergence result allows us to analyze the increments of the
front (Section 7.1) and to deduce a law of large numbers. Finally, to study the fluctuations
of the front, we generalize the strategy of [GLM15] which is in turn based on the result of
Bolthausen [Bol82] which allows to establish a central limit theorem for random variables
which are not stationary but satisfy a proper mixing condition (Theorem A.1).

Figure 1: Simulation of FA-1f dynamics (gray points) coupled with restart threshold
contact processes (white points). The first one is for ¢ > g and the second one for ¢ < g.

2 Models and main results

2.1 The FA-1f process
Let ©Q = {0, 1}% be the space of configurations and

LOy={0c€Q:Vr<0,0(x)=1,0(0) =0}

be the subspace of configurations with a leftmost zero at the origin. For a configuration
o for which there exists x € Z such that for every y < x, o(y) = 1 and o(x) = 0, we call «
the front of configuration o and we denote it by X (o). For A C Z and o € 2, we denote
by o, the restriction of o to the set A. For o € Q and x € Z, let 6 be the configuration o



flipped at site 2. We denote by 6, the space shift operator of vector y: ,0(x) = o(x +y).
We denote by 0¥ the configuration such that §¥(z) = 1 for all = # y and §¥(y) = 0.

The FA-1f dynamics on €2 are described by a Markov process with the following gen-
erator: for any local function f and any o € 2,

Lf(o) =2 r(x,0)(f(c") = f(0)) (1)

TE€EZ

where the rate r(z,0) = ¢(x,0)(qo(x) + p(1 — o(x))) is the product between a constraint
c(x,0) and a flip rate go(x) + p(1 — o(z)). The constraint ¢(z,0) =1 —0o(z —1)o(x + 1)
requires at least one empty neighbor to allow the flip. The parameter p is the rate to
update to 1 and the parameter ¢ = 1 — p is the rate to update to 0. Let o; be the
configuration at time ¢ starting from o. When there is no confusion, X (¢) denotes the
front of the configuration o;.

In the following, all constants may depend on g¢.

It is easy to verify that the FA-1f process is reversible w.r.t.  := Ber(p)®Z.

2.2 An auxiliary process: the threshold contact process

We introduce a threshold contact process where the 0’s are the infected points and the 1’s
are the healthy ones. Its dynamics on €2 is given by a Markov process with the following
generator: for any local function f and any 7 € €2,

L'fn)=> r"(@n(f(n") - f(n)

TEZ

where '(z,n) = c(z,n)qn(x) + p(1 — n(z)). In this model, the constraint only applies
to a flip 1 — 0. Namely, a 1 particle can flip to 0 only if one of its neighbor is 0; we
interpret the state 0 as an infection that propagates by contact. The flip from 0 to 1 is a
spontaneous recovery. Let 7; be the configuration at time ¢ starting from 7.

We define the extinction time of the threshold contact process by

7(n.) =1inf{t > 0,Vz € Z, n(x) = 1}, (2)

that is the first time when the threshold contact process has no more zero (i.e. infected
site). This state is absorbing for the process. If 7 has a finite number of infected sites,
7(n.) can be finite. For the FA-1f process, the corresponding extinction time is always
infinite because a single zero can not disappear. If the event {7(n.) = 400} occurs we say
that the contact process survives.

To ensure that the threshold contact process survives with positive probability, we
need to suppose that 1 > A2P(Z) where the critical parameter of the threshold contact
process AL“F(Z) has an approximate value of 1.74 (¢f. [BD88]). In the following we will
suppose a stronger condition which is 1 > 2A.(Z) where A.(Z) is the critical parameter
of the classical contact process and has an approximate value of 1.65 (¢f. [BFM78]). This

hypothesis allows us to use all the classical contact process estimates (c¢f. Appendix B)



instead of having to reestablish them for the threshold contact process in the intermediate
regime A € (ALF(Z),2A.(Z)]. So, in this paper, we will consider ¢ > g where

2X(Z)

=1

This corresponds approximately to taking ¢ = 0.76 rather than ¢ = 0.63.

2.3 Main results

Now we have the tools to enounce precisely the theorems that we will prove in this paper.
The first one is the ergodicity of the process seen from the front. It will be proved thanks
to a major coupling in Section 6.

Theorem 2.1. Let g > G. The process seen from the front has a unique invariant measure
v and, starting from every o € LOy, it converges in distribution to v in the following sense:
there exist d* > 0 and ¢ > 0 (independent of o) such that for t large enough
~0 —cello )1/4
127 = vloag <e ™,
where [if is the distribution of the configuration seen from the front at time t starting from

0, i.e. Ox(o)0r, and ||m — 7'||s denotes the total variation distance between the marginals
of m and 7" on A.

. __oc(logt 1/4 . _
Remark. For every a > 0, the velocity of convergence e™¢ WED s less good than et

(which was the velocity obtained in the East case by [GLM15] for some o < 1/2) but it is
better than e~ (08" (and in particular better than any polynomial velocity).

The second one is a law of large numbers and a central limit theorem for the front.
Theorem 2.2. Let ¢ > q. There exists s = s(q) and v = v(q) such that for all o € LOy
X (1)

t t—o0

X(O't) — vt d
\/E t—o00

where v = p - v[d(1) = 0] — q is negative.

v P, — almost surely, (3)

N(0,s%)  wrt. P, (4)

2.4 Graphical construction and basic coupling

We briefly recall here the graphical construction for the FA-1f and contact process,
which allows to construct the two processes on the same probability space and to com-
pare them pointwise. Troughout the text, N denotes the set of positive integers. Let
C = (Bx:n’Ezvn)mGZ,nEN be a collection of independent random variables, where for all
(x,n) € Zx N, B,,, ~ Ber(p), E., ~ Exp(1). These variables are interpreted as follows:
with each site x € Z we associate a sequence of exponential clock rings given by the



>n—1 Ezr, n € N, and with the clock ring at time 7} E, ; we associate the Bernoulli
variable B, ,. Starting from configurations o,n € €2, we construct a FA-1f process (0):>0
and a (threshold) contact process (1;):>0 using the same collection C. When a clock rings
at x, we update each process at this site to the associated Bernoulli variable, provided the
constraint of the process is satisfied (for instance, if the Bernoulli variable is 1, the con-
tact process automatically updates, while the FA-1f needs at least one empty neighbor).
We call (a4, m)i>0 the basic coupling started from (o,m) using C. We denote by P, E the
associated probability and expectation. This probability space allows us to construct the
processes with any initial configuration simultaneously. We will denote by P,, (respec-
tively P, IP,) the associated probability to the initial configuration (o,7n) (respectively
the projected probabilities).

The following property will be our main tool to guarantee a minimal quantity of zeros
in the FA-1f process.

Lemma 2.3. If 0 <1 (pointwise), with the above construction, we have a.s.
Vi Z Oa Ot S M-
Proof. 1t is not difficult to check that every possible transition preserves the order. O]

It will also be useful to define a (space) shift operation on the collection C by

GyC = (By+w,m Ey+m,n>:cez,neN :

To quantify the amount of zeros we will introduce the following event. A 0-gap is an
interval without zeros.

Definition 2.4. Let L, M,[ be three positive numbers.

H(L, L+ M,l) = {There is no 0-gap of length | in the box [L, L + M]}
={o:Vye[L,L+ M —1+1], Iz€[y,y+1—1], o(z) =0}.

If I < M +1, it is also equivalent to say that there is at least one zero in the box and
the maximal distance between two zeros in the box [L, L + M] is less than [.

2.5 Finite speed propagation
Classically, this type of graphical construction implies finite speed of propagation in the

following sense. For x,y € Z and t > 0, we denote by

F(z,y,t) = {before time ¢ there is a sequence of successive rings linking z to y},
F(x,y,t) = {3 2 between z and y s.t. F(z,2,t) N F(y,z,1)}.

Above, a sequence of successive rings linking x and y means that (if e.g. z < y) there is a
clock ring at site x, and then at site x + 1 and so on until y is reached. Standard results
on Poisson point processes imply the following.



Lemma 2.5. There exists a constant T (which is bigger than 1) such that, for every t
and x,y € Z such that |x — y| > Tt then

P(F(z,y,t)) < P(F(x,y,t)) < e l77v0

This has immediate implications for the maximal velocity of the front in the FA-1f
process and for the propagation of the contact process.

Corollary 2.6. For all 0 € LOy, ¢ > v,

P (|X (o) = ct) < e™, (5)
and Pso(3y : |yl > ct and n,(y) = 0) < e, (6)

3 Relaxation in FA-1f

In this section, we collect results about the relaxation to equilibrium (i.e. to u = Ber(p)®%)
of the FA-1f process. These can be deduced from the proofs in [BCM+13] as explained
below.

Proposition 3.1. Let ¢ > 1/2 and t > 0. Let K > 0, f a bounded function with support
contained in [—K, K| such that u(f) = 0. Define A := [-K —vt, K +vt|NZ. Decompose
A =17 A; with A; disjoint intervals in Z such that for alli = 1,... ,n |Ay| < |A;| < 2|Aq].
Choose 8 > 1 satisfying % < q. Then there exists ¢ = ¢(q,0) > 0 such that for all initial
configuration o € H(—K —vt, K +0t, |A4|/8) ,

o [f ()] < llf]loo <exp (—c—lt 4 c|A|ecX1) T tn|Alg I/ (4 617%)
+ ne~ Ml 4 |A|e_t/3> .

A similar result holds for the FA-1f dynamics in finite volume.

Proposition 3.2. Let ¢ > 1/2 and t > 0. Let K > 0, f a bounded function with
support contained in A := [—K, K| such that u(f) = 0. Decompose A = P, \; with A;
disjoint intervals in Z such that for alli = 1,...,n |[Ay| < |A;| < 2|A4]. Choose 0 > 1
satisfying % < q. Then there exists ¢ = c(q,0) > 0 such that for all initial configuration
0 € H(—K, K,[A]/8),

Eol£(o))] < ellflow (exp (=1 clle™ 5 ) <+ tnl Al 111 (c + g015)

+ pe~dMl 4 \A|et/3> ,

where (o)y>o denotes the FA-1f process in A with zero boundary condition.



Proof of Proposition 3.1. The proof of this result is essentially contained in [BCM+13].
We reproduce here the arguments that we need.

First, let (0});>0 denote the FA-1f process restricted to A = [-K — 0, K + 0t N Z
with empty boundary condition and started from o,. By finite speed of propagation, we
have, for f bounded with support in [— K, K]

[Eo[f(00)] = Eo [f (0] < 4 flloce™. (7)

Also, Proposition 5.1 in [BCM+13] ensures that for some ¢ = ¢(q) < oo,

Eor [£(eM]] < el fll (n' Al sup P, (ot ¢ A)

s€[0,t]

+ |A] exp(—t/3) + exp (—t/c + C‘A|€_CX1|> ) 7

where A =N, {0‘ e {0,1}* : Y,oen, (1 —o(z) > 2} is the event that there are at least
two zeros in each A;.

It remains to control sup¢g 4 Po (o2 ¢ A). Here we need to recall another result from
[BCM+13]. For x € A, 0 € {0,1}*, let £%(0) be the minimal distance from z to an empty
site in o:

(o) =min{|z —y| : y € AUOIA s.t. o(y) = 0},

with the convention that o(y) = 0 for y € OA (recall that o is defined as the FA-1f process
in A with empty boundary conditions). Thanks to a comparison of £&* with a random walk
drifted towards 0, Proposition 4.1 in [BCM+13] establishes that for all x € A, § > 1 such
that g € (0/(0 +1),1], 0 € {0,1}*, ¢t >0,

E[g5°(eM] < ps=(@) =Nt d
o [057D] < e ST (8)

o
Partition each A; into two intervals A", A; of length at least |A;|/2, centered respec-

tively in z;", ;. If o ¢ A, necessarily there exists i € {1,...,n} such that either o,+ = 1

whereAng—_l(q 0+1) > 0.

(A Z

or oy~ = L. In particular, either £/ (o) or €% (o) is larger than |A;|/4. Therefore, for
all s <'t,

'@
M:

2 (B D) 2 [M1/4) + Boy (€7 () = [A]/4))
< Zj: —|A1]/4 ( [95 } +E,, |:9§Ii (USA)]>

27 g—1A1l/4 <9|A1\/8 + C)

for some constant ¢ depending on ¢,0. The last inequality comes from (8) and the as-
sumption on the maximal distance between two zeros in o. O

8



Proof of Proposition 3.2. The only change with respect to the above proof is that we
don’t need the finite volume propagation step (7). ]

Corollary 3.3. Let ¢ > 1/2 andt > 0. Let K > 0, f a bounded function with support
contained in [—K, K] such that pu(f) = 0. If K < e with a € (0,1/2), there ewists
d =d(a,q) > 0 such that,

o ifo e H(—K —0t, K +0t,\/1),
Ef @Il < Sl e 0

o ifo c H(—K,K, 1),
. 1 »
ol (o " NI < Sl Fllace™Y", (10)
where (JE_K’K])QO denotes the FA-1f process in |[—K, K| with zero boundary condi-

tion.

The assumption K < e with a < 1/2 represents in fact the largest support we can
consider for f such that the estimate in Proposition 3.1 is useful. Indeed, it does not give
a vanishing estimate for K = eVt

Proof. Tt suffices to choose |A;| = 8/t and apply Propositions 3.1 and 3.2. ]

4 Coupling between FA-1f and contact process

We wish to exploit the comparison result between the FA-1f and contact processes (see
Lemma 2.3) to guarantee a sufficient number of zeros for the FA-1f dynamics. To this
purpose, since the contact process can die, we will need first to do a restart argument.

4.1 Restart argument

Lemma 4.1. Let ¢ > q. For any o € LO,y, there exist a process (o, 1t )e>o0 taking values
in Q% and two random wvariables T and Y taking respectively their values in RY and Z
such that

1. (04)i=0 is an FA-1f process starting from o € LOy,
2. ¥t > 0,Vr € Z,04(x) < n(x),
8. (r41(Y ++)),a0 15 a surviving threshold contact process starting from 6°.

Moreover, T and |Y| have exponentially decaying tail probabilities.
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Figure 2: Restart procedure, coupling between FA-1f and surviving contact process.

Proof. The idea is to couple a FA-1f process with a contact process and to restart the
second one each time that it vanishes. Eventually, the contact process will survive (because
q > q) and the space-time point (Y, T’) corresponding to the origin of this surviving contact
process is not very far from the origin. The procedure is illustrated by Figure 2.

Let (C™);en be a sequence of independent copies of the collection described in Sec-
tion 2.4 and P their distribution. For i € N, let n¥ = (ngi))tzg be the contact process
started from 6° constructed with C%. Further let U; = 7(n”) be the extinction time
of 7 as defined in (2). The random variables (U;);cn are independent and identically
distributed and, by our choice of ¢, we have P(U; = c0) > 0. Let

L =min{i € N, U; = oo}.

The random variable L has geometric distribution. Moreover, conditionally on {L = [},

(Uy,...,U_y) are ii.d. with the same distribution as U; conditioned on U; < co. Let
L1
T-Y U,
i=1

with 7" =0 if L = 1. Then T has exponentially decaying tail probabilities. Indeed, from
Estimate (47) (¢f. Appendix B), we have for ¢ > 0

P(t < U; < 00) = P(t < 1% < 00) < € exp(—Cyt).

So, we can choose £ and B, such that E[ef1(!=D] < 0o and E {eﬁQUl | Uy < oo} < e, We
have that

E[e%T] =E {IE {652 YL UL

] ) {]E ™V | Uy < oo}“} <E[H0] < .

10



We construct recursively a sequence of processes (O'tm

X; € Z for i € N.

,ny])tzg and random variables

1. Let (af},ny})tzo be the basic coupling started from (o, d°) using C). We define
X = X(oy,) if Uy < oo and 0 else.

2. Assuming (JtH, nt[])t>g and X; have been constructed, we define (o [Hl],nyﬂ])tzo as
follows.
o If T} := j 1 Uj = oo then (Ut[lﬂ]»n[iﬂ]) >0 * (Ut[l]>77tu)t>o and X1 := X;.

e Else, let (UFH],ntHH]) = (Ut ,ntm) for t < T; and (aﬁlt,n[ﬁlj)m be the basic
coupling started from (O'T ,6%#) using Ox,C*Y) the spatial translation by X

of the collection C™*V (in particular Uy, is the extinction time of (ngf;lg)tzo).

We choose X1 := X(U[Tlfrl]U +l) if U1 < oo and X, := X; else.

Since L has geometric distribution, the algorithm fixates almost surely in finite time:
for i > L, (/™ pl*1),5, (UF],??)U)tzO This allows to define (a7, m)i=0 as (o1, nf)is0
and Y = X ;. Moreover, since the U; are stopping times, (01);>0 is a FA-1f process
started from 0. We also have immediately that (np4+(Y +)),. is a surviving threshold
contact process starting from 6°. Finally, Lemma 2.3 implies that o; < 7, for all t > 0;

indeed, by definition, X; is a zero of the configuration ng and therefore aT < &% for

1 < L —1.

It remains to show that Y has exponentially decaying tail probability. To that end,
for 1 < L — 1 let Z; be the position of the unique zero in U We have that X; < Z; + 1.
Indeed, by definition of Z;, n,-(Z;) = oy-(Z;) = 0. I oy (Z; = 1) = 0y-(Z; + 1) = 1
then oy, (Z;) = 0 because the FA-1f constraint is not satisfied and the zero at position Z;
at time U;” can not update. If o,-(Z; — 1) or o,-(Z; +1) is equal to 0, it is still equal to
0 at time U; because there is already a Poisson clock ringing at position Z; at time U;, so

Xi S Zz + 1. ThUS,
L-1

V=X, 1<) (Zi— X))+ L,
i=1
with Xy = 0. Conditionally on the event {L = [}, the random variables {Z; — X; 1,7 =
1,...,l—1} are independent and have the same distribution: they represent the expansion
of a non-surviving contact process. For ¢ > 0,

ZZ Xis
-1
SZP(L (ZU < at, ZZ Xiq
=1

=1

P(T <at,|Y|>t,L<t/2) < (ZU<at

> t/2>

> 1/2|L = )

< Aexp(—Bt)

11



using the ‘at most linearity’ (6) of the contact process with a < % We conclude using
the exponentially decaying tail of L and T"

P(Y|>t) <P(T >at)+P(L>t/2)+P(T <at,|Y|>t,L<t/2)
< Aexp(—Bt). O

4.2 Consequences of the coupling

The first consequence of the previous coupling is the ’at least linear growth’ of the front
of the FA-1f process.

Corollary 4.2. Let ¢ > G. There exists v > 0 and A, B > 0 such that for every o € LOj
and t > 0,
P(X(0y) > —uvt) < Aexp(—Bt).

Proof. Denote by v, the velocity of the contact process (see Theorem B.1). Choose
U = Vp/2. Let (0, m:)i>0, T and Y be the objects defined in Lemma 4.1. We denote by
X (n;) the position of the leftmost zero at time ¢ in a contact process started from ¢°. For
every t >0, ¢ € (0,1),

P (X(0) > —vt,0<T <ct,Y < ct)

<PX(p) =Y >—(v+o)t,(1—c)t <t—T<t)

v+tc
<P(Xmreen(Y +9) > -3

_C(t—T),(l—c)tSt—Tgt)

< sup P<X<7]T+u(y+'))>_21)+cu)

u€[(1—c)t,t] —C
< sup Aexp(—Bu) = Aexp(—B't)

ue[(1—c)t,t]

where we used that o; < 1, (and therefore X (o;) < X (7)) in the first line. We choose

¢ > 0 such that %2 < v, and apply (48) of Theorem B.1 to the surviving contact process

Nu(*) = nrew(Y + ) and we bound the last probability. The fact that 7" and |Y| have
exponentially decaying tails allows to conclude. O

The second consequence of the coupling is to guarantee a minimal quantity of zeros
around the origin in the FA-1f process.

Corollary 4.3. Let q > q. There exist ¢1,co > 0 such that for any o € LOgy, t > 0, if
o(z) =0 then we have

]P)O'(O-t ¢ H(l’ — vt x + vt, l)) < citexp (_02 (t N l)) :
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Proof. Let us do the proof for x = 0. We use again the coupling from Lemma 4.1. For
t>0, o < vy — 0,

P, (o; ¢ H(—vt,vt, 1), T <t/2,|Y]| < at)
<PFyelY —(v+a)t,Y+@w+a)t—1+1]st. n([y,y+1—1]) =1,T <t/2)

(v+a)t
< Y P(Vzelyy+l—Uren(¥Y +2)=112<t-T<t)
y=—(vt+a)t
t
< 20t Aexp(=B(u A 1))dP(T = u —t),
u=t/2

< A'texp(—B'(t A1),

where we applied the Corollary B.2 to the surviving contact process 7,(+) = nri(Y + )
with v < v,,. The fact that 7" and |Y'| have exponentially decaying tails allows to conclude.
If x # 0 we can do the same proof but we have to start the coupling from the point x and
to restart from the closest zero (instead of the front) when the contact process dies. [

4.3 Zeros lemma

In the following lemma we use repeatedly Corollary 4.3 to control the probability that,
at time s, at distance L from the front and over a distance M, we have no 0-gap larger
than [.

Lemma 4.4. Let ¢ >7q. Let s,[,M,L >0 and o € LO,.

1. If L+ M < 2wvs then there exists ¢ > 0 depending only on p such that

Py (Ox()0s & H(L, L+ M, 1)) < (L + M)*exp (—c(L Al)).
2. If L+ M > 2us and o € H(0, L + M, 2uvs) then there exists ¢ > 0 such that

exp (—c (L A1) + Msexp(—c(s A1)).

~| %

Py (Ox()0s & H(L, L+ M, 1)) <

Proof. The strategy is the following: we consider a number of zeros which we know are
present in the dynamics, either because they are present in the initial configuration or
because they are well-chosen intermediate positions occupied by the front. For each of
these zeros, we use Corollary 4.3 to guarantee that at time s, a given interval around
them contains no gap larger than (/2. We then control that w.h.p. the different intervals
thus obtained cover [X(s) + L, X(s) + L + M], and therefore Ox o, € H(L,L + M,1).
The technique is illustrated by Figure 3.

13
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Figure 3: There is no 0-gap bigger than ¢ on the interval [L, L + M] seen from the front.

Let us define the intermediate times we consider. Let

L
A = — A S,
v—0
[ =A)(v-v)
"= { 20A ’
A = S—A’

n

s; = A" fori€{0,...,n}.

For i € {0,...,n}, by Corollary 4.3 and the Markov property applied at time s;, for some
constants C,c > 0

P, (05 & H(X(s5) —v(s — s5), X(85) +v(s — 5;),1/2)) < CO(s — Si)e—C(s—si)/\l’

i.e. [X(s;)—v(s—s;), X(s;)+uv(s—s;)] contains no gap larger than [/2 with high probability.

In case 2, we also need to use the zeros of the initial configuration. Let 0 =: 2y <
1 < ... < z,, be the ordered set of zeros located between 0 and L + M in the initial
configuration . Then by Corollary 4.3, for 7 € {0, ..., m},

P, (Us ¢ H(aiz — VS, T; + US, 1/2)) < Csefc(s/\l)’
i.e. [x; — vs,x; + vs] contains no gap larger than /2 with high probability.

The next step is to control the respective positions of the intervals we introduced to
check that with high probability they cover [X(s) + L, X(s) + L + M]. Let us consider

14



for all i € {0,...,n — 1} the events that

vA < X(s,) = X(s) <

< A (11)
A< X(si) = X(si41) <

A (12)

ST

I

Fix £ € {0,...,n}. With our choice of A and n, if (11) and (12) hold for i €
{n—"k,...,n—1}, we have fori € {n — k,...,n— 1}

X(sp) —vA < X(s)+ L, (13)
X(si) —v(A+ (n—1)A") < X(si41) +v(A+ (n—i—1)A"), (14)
X(s)+ 20 (A +kA") < X(sp—k) +0(5 — 5n—p). (15)

To derive (14) we used that 7A" < v(2A + A’). These equations in turn imply that

U [X(s:) —u(s — s:), X(s:) + v(s — s;)] is a covering of [X (s)+ L, X (s) +2v(A+EkA)].
i=n—=k
Similarly, if o € H(0, L+ M, 2vs) then we know that x; . —x; < 2vs fori € {0,...,m—1}
and x,, > L + M — 2vs. Consequently, if (11) and (12) hold for all ¢ € {0,...,n} then

we have

m

O (X (s:) —v(s — 5:), X(s3) + v(s — ;)] U J[2; —0s,z; +vs] D [X(s)+ L, L+ M — vs].

=0 Jj=1

Case 1: L + M < 2us

Choose k = [%1. Then 2v(A 4+ kA') > L + M, and the above arguments and the

bounds we have on the speed of the front yield

P (Ox(0s ¢ H(L, L+ M, 1))

i=n—k

<P, (08 € O H(X(s;) —v(s —s;), X(s:) +v(s — s5), 1/2)0)

+ P, ((11) is not satisfied )
+ P, (Fie{n—k,...,n— 1} for which (12) is not satisfied)
< k(EA"+ A)cyexp (—ca (A" 4+ A) AD))
+ Aexp (—BA) + kAexp (—BA')
< AL+ M)?exp (—c; (L AD)),

where we used Corollary 4.2 and Lemma 2.5.

Case 2: L + M > 2us

15



Our arguments imply that

Py (0x(0s ¢ H(L, L+ M, 1))

<P, (as € UM (s~ ol = 5, X(0) + (s - s»,Z/z)c)

+ P, (08€U”H »—vs,xi+vs,l/2)c>

+ P, ((11) is not satisfied )
+ P, (3i € {0,...,n— 1} for which (12) is not satisfied)

< d—exp(—cy (LAL)) + Msexp(—c(s Al)). O

,_.\

52
b
5 Relaxation far from the front

Now, we will use the bounds on the speed of the front ((5) and Corollary 4.2) and relax-
ation results (Corollary 3.3) to prove a relaxation far from the front. To do that we need
to decorrelate the front trajectory from the interval in which we want to relax.

Theorem 5.1. Let ¢ > G and 0 € LOy. Let o« < 1/2 and § > 0. There exists ¢ > 0
such that for any M < €, any f with support in [0, M], u(f) = 0 and ||f]le < 1, if
ceH (yt, M + (4v — v)t, ﬁ), then

Ey {f <9X(at)+3m<7t>” < eVt

Remark. The proof strategy of the equivalent theorem in [Blo13] combined with Lemma
4.4 and Corollary 3.3 would also allow us to give a result of the type “in the box [L, L+ M]
seen from the front, the distribution is within e—eVInt of p in total variation distance”,
under suitable hypotheses on the initial configuration (depending on the respective regimes
of Lyit,M). A proper statement would however be too technical for the purpose of the
present paper and we restrict to the above.

Proof. Using Corollary 4.2 and Equation (5) we can write that
vt
Es [f (QX(at)JrsmUtﬂ = Z Es [HX(Ut):—yf<93§t—yo-t)} +0 (6_7t) .
y=uwt

By finite speed of propagation, we have with probability 1 — O(e™)

max | X (o,)| < vt.
u€(0,t]

So, for y < ot, the probability that there exists a sequence of successive clock rings
between 3vt — y and m[ax] | X (0)| is less than O(e™"). On the event where there is no
u€e(0,t

such sequence, 1l x(o,)=—y and f(fsz—y0;) are independent. Therefore,
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Ex [f (Oximsmer)] = 3 Ba (X(00) = =) B [f(Bamyo)] + O (¢ +¢) . (16)

y=uvt
In order to apply our relaxation result Corollary 3.3 on the interval
(30t — y, 3vt —y + M|,
we need to check that

3vt —y — vt > vt
3t —y+ M+ vt < M+ (47 — v)t,
which is clearly satisfied if y € [vt, Ut]. Therefore, our assumption on ¢ and Corollary 3.3

imply that
B [f (Os0—y00)]| < C’e_c\/i7

which in turn yields the desired result. O]

6 Invariant measure: proof of Theorem 2.1

Proof of Theorem 2.1. We start with two initial configurations ¢ and ¢’ in LOy and we
prove that there exist d* > 0, ¢ > 0 (independent of (o, 0’)) such that for ¢ large enough

_eellogtyl/4

187 — a7 Noasg < e : (17)

where fi7 is the distribution of the configuration seen from the front at time ¢, that is
0 X(at)o_t-

Thanks to Theorem 5.1 we know that far from the front the configurations starting
respectively from o and ¢’ will be close to a configuration sampled by the equilibrium
measure, so they will be close tp one another (for the total variation distance). Following
the strategy of [Blo13, GLM15], we construct a coupling where we use this property and
where we wait until the configurations also coincide near to the front. Given ¢ > 0 and
t > 0, we fix the following quantities:

to=(1—e)t

A1 = e(logt)1/4

Ay = (logt)*/*
A=A+ Ao

The ’perfect procedure’ would be:

Step 0. Both configurations have a lot of zeros at time ¢,

17



Step 1. Thanks to these zeros, they both closely match equilibrium far from the front after
a time-lag Ay. Thus, they match each other for the same conditions.

Step 2. Then, during a time-lag A,, a very favorable event happens and the configurations
coincide also near to the front.

Roughly speaking, the steps 0 and 1 are very likely and the step 2 has very small proba-
bility. So we will repeat step 2 a lot in order to make it succeed. In practice we also need
to repeat step 1 because multiple tries of step 2 could destroy the assets of step 1. To do
that, the time ¢ — ¢y will be split in N = {%J repetitions of steps 1 and 2, respectively of
duration A; and A,. For n € {0,..., N}, let t,, = to + nA (resp. Sp+1 = t, + A1) the
instants at which each of the N repetitions of step 1 (resp. step 2) begins. The repetition
of the N steps is illustrated by Figure 4 and the steps 1 and 2 are illustrated by Figure 5.

During the description of the precise procedure, we will use the basic coupling which
consists in making the two configurations evolve according to the graphical representation
using the same Poisson clocks and coin tosses (as we did in Section 2.4 between the FA-1f
and contact processes). Note that whenever we use the basic coupling in our construction,
we mean the basic coupling between two FA-1f processes with generator given by (1)
(and not to processes “seen from the front”). We will also use a trickier coupling: the
A—maximal coupling, denoted by M Cy(u, ') where (p, i1') are two probability measures
on ) and A is a finite box of Z. It is defined as follows:

1. we sample (0, 0")axa according to the maximal coupling (which achieves the total
variation distance see e.g. [LPWO09]) of the marginals of x and p' on Qj;

2. we sample ojz4 and a|’Z\ , independently according to their respective conditional
distribution pu(-|ojs) and p'(+o]y ).

We are now ready to recursively define a coupling P™ for (fif , i¢'), withn € {0,..., N},
that is, a coupling (Gy,,0; ) between the configurations seen from the fronts at time ¢,
(z'.e. 5‘tn ~ HX(atn)Utn and 5‘£n ~ Qx(ggn)dén).

e (Step 0) P is the trivial product coupling: to sample (&, ;,) we run the FA-1f
dynamics starting from (o, 0’) according to the product coupling and we take the
configurations seen from the fronts at time t,.

o P — PO we sample (64,,5, ) according to P™):

1. If the configurations coincide on the interval I,, = [1, d,,|, where d,, = 2uvt,,— (v+
v)An, then we let them evolve according to the basic coupling during a time lag
A: we obtain (64, ,,,6;, ) by running the basic coupling started from (5,7, )
for a time A, and then taking the configurations obtained as seen from the front.
Using the basic coupling ensures that the equality of the configurations seen
from the front is preserved w.h.p. on the interval I,,,1 = [0, d,11]. By contrast,
beyond distance d,, — (T —v)A from the front, the information from beyond I,
could have propagated, so we can not ensure equality. See Figure 6.

18



o,0" € LO,

Figure 4: Coupling of the evolutions from distinct initial configurations: N repetitions
of the special coupling during a time lag A. The labels T correspond to trials (Steps
1-2, detailed in Figure 5), where the coupling attempts to match the two configurations.
After the first success, the standard coupling maintains the matching up to time ¢; labels
S refer to the first item in the coupling construction (see Figure 6).
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2ut,

tn:to—f—nA

Al — e(logt)1/4 < 1€

) An
mdepcouphng ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, max1malcouphng s \ Sp41 = tp + Aq
HVD/2) <& SN
> 2us,41 — (T +0)A 3/4
: Ay = (logt)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, VS PP YP t — 5 +A
asic coupling” maximal coupling ;fk basic coupling ntl n+l 2

> I =20t — (T+0)A(n+1)
222222 independent coupling
basic coupling
222 maximal coupling

Zeros property

Figure 5: Coupling of the evolutions from distinct initial configurations: Steps 1 and 2.

dn+1 LayAN

Figure 6: With high probability, equality between two configurations in L0y in the dashed
interval at initial time results in equality in the dashed interval after time A. Indeed,
discrepancies coming from the right travel at most at speed v, and the front(s) move at
least at speed wv.
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2. If they do not coincide, we proceed in two steps. (Step 1) We first choose
(Gsp4rs 0%, ,,) using the A,-maximal coupling between the laws of the config-
urations seen from the front after a time A; starting from &,, and &; , with
An = [3@A1, QQSn_,_l — (@"—Q)Al].

(a) If 6,,,, and 6, are not equal in the interval A,, then we let them evolve

for a time A, via the basic coupling.

(b) (Step 2) If instead they agree on A,, then we search for the leftmost
common zero of ,,,, and &} , in A, and call z* its position. If there is
no such zero, we define z* as the right boundary of A,,. Then we sample
an independent Bernoulli random variable 8 with P(8 = 1) = e~252.
The event {# = 1} corresponds to the fact that the two Poisson clocks
associated with x* and with the origin in the graphical construction do
not ring during step 2. Using (s,,,,0, ) as initial configurations, we

Sn+41
sample two new configurations as follows.

i. If B =1 then we fix the configurations at z* as &5, ,(z%),d; ., (z7).
On [1,2* — 1], we sample the two configurations using the maximal
coupling for the FA-1f process run during time A,, with boundary
conditions at x* being &5, ,,(z*) and &, (z*) respectively, and 0 at
the origin. Finally, we sample the configurations on the right of 2* and
on the left of the origin using the basic coupling during time A, with
the same boundary conditions. Let &,,1 be the (common) increment

of the front during that time. See Figure 5.

ii. If 8 =0 then we let evolve (Gs,,,,0%, ) for a time Ay via the basic
coupling conditioned to have at least one ring either at x* or at the
origin (or both).

Once procedure (a) or (b) is completed, we define (5y,,,,5; ,,) as the

version seen from their fronts of the configurations we obtained.

The final coupling P ,, is obtained by sampling (&, 57, ) according to PW) then apply-
ing the basic coupling during a time ¢ — ¢y and then defining (64, ;) as the configurations
seen from the fronts at that time.

In the following, P denotes the joint distribution of all the variables used to define
the coupling above. It will also be useful to introduce the following notation: for A C
LOy x LOg measurable, n =1,..., N, if A, = {(6,,7] ) € A}, we write

Pa,()i= sup P (| (61,6)= (1))

(nm')eA

and

PAnﬁ:l(') ‘= sup P ( ’ (6-tn75-1/fn) = (77777/);5 = 1) .

(nm')eA

We define these quantities similarly if A, = {(d,,,5. ) € A}.
We can now study the probabilities of the events that we expect to see at the step n
of the previous procedure.
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e At time t,, we hope for enough zeros, that is, for the occurence of the event

Z, = {no 0-gap greater than \/A; on [vA;, 2vt,| behind the front at time tn}
_ {@n»&in X (ml,mn, A1>} |

The distance v/A; is the maximal space that we allow between two zeros to relax
to equilibrium at the next step; the distance 2vt,, is the maximal distance where we
can expect zeros without making any hypothesis on the initial configuration. By
the first case of Lemma 4.4 we have

P(Z,) > 1—2(2ut,)%e VA1 (18)

e At time s,.1, conditioning on the event Z,, we first can relax on the interval seen
from the front A, = [30A}, 208,11 — (T + v)A;] with error O(e=¢VA1) in term of
total variation by Theorem 5.1. Since the distributions of both configurations are
close to f1 on A, they are also close to each other, and denoting by Q,, = {7,,,, =

/

Gg,., on A, } and sampling the configurations according to the A,-maximal coupling,

we have
Pz,(Q;) = O(e™V), (19)

Let B, the event corresponding to the fact that x* is at distance less than @ from
the left boundary of A,,, that is

VA,
By = {a" <304 + 21

On Q,, B, is implied by

Bu = {(6..0)) s # 1)

|[3vA1, 31}A1+
By Theorem 5.1,
N r
Pz, (BS) <p> +0(e“V™),
and therefore
/=
Pz (BENQ,) <pz +0(e VA, (20)

Then, we also use the zeros at time t,, to generate zeros between the front and A, at
time s,41. Actually the event Z, implies that &;,,6; € H(0,30A1, 20A,) because
VA + VA < 20A;. We consider the event

VA, [\/A_z
2

)
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Applying the second case of Lemma 4.4 we have that:

2
4A1 efc\/ﬁig + GGA%eic(AIA\/QAj) —
VA,

e At time t,.; conditioning on the events Z/, Q,, B, and on the fixation of the
zeros on X (s,y1) and z* (i.e. § = 1), we can relax to equilibrium on [X(s,.1) +
1, X (8p11) + x* — 1], that is, on the interval [1 — &, 1, 2" — 1 — &,41] seen from the
front. So we have for all y € A,, at distance less than @ from the left boundary
of A,:

P2y =y =t (Gt # 01y 00 [ = &uir, 2™ = 1= o] |) = O(e7V22), (22)

Pz, (2,) < O(eV22). (21)

applying (10). Furthermore, if the configurations coincide on A, at time s,.1,
then we can control the probability that they coincide on A, — &, minus a sub
interval of size TA, at time t,,1 by the probability of the event F(d,, d, — 1Ay, As)
corresponding to the propagation of the information located beyond A,,. Indeed, by
Lemma 2.5 and Corollary 4.2, we have (recall Figure 6),

PQH?/B:]- (&tn+1 ?é &£n+1 on ['T* + 1 - 577,-{-17 dn"‘l]) S P (F<dn7 d’ﬂ - @AQ, AZ))
+ P > —vly) = O(e%2), (23)

where the first inequality comes from the fact that, if £, < —vAq, d,, — VA =&, 11 >
dny1. To conclude, notice that by construction

P (%H £6, on [l &) | = 1) —0. (24)
Combining (22), (23) and (24), we get
PZT’“Q,“Bn,ﬂ:I (5-tn+1 7é 5-1:”+1 on []'7 dn+1]> = 0(6_0,\/5)' (25)

Let M,, be the event of matching in I,, = [1,d,] at time t,:
M = {5tn # G, on In},

and denote by p, the probability that the coupling P™ is not successful, that is, p, =
P(M¢). With the previous estimates in mind, we prove the following recursive relation:

1
Prs1 < Ce ™ 4 p,(1 — 56’%2). (26)
Indeed, using the previously introduced event Z,,, we have that
P (M) <P (Mo NMENZ,) + P (20) + P(MEy, N M,)

<P (Mo | MEN Z,) PIME) + P (25)
+ P (F(dy,d, —TA,A)) + sup Pu(X(wa) > —vA). (27)

weLOg
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The last two terms come from a reasoning similar to what we did in (23). By Lemma 2.5
and Corollary 4.2, their contribution is O(e=¢?). The quantity P (Z¢) has been controlled
in (18) so we now have to study P ( n ’ M N Zn). Now we condition by the favorable
events at time s,11:

P (Mfz—s—l | 2, N M%) < Pz.amg ( 1 ’ Zng,N Bn>
+ Pz, (Z)) + Pz, (Q5) + Pz, (B, N Q,).

The last terms have been controlled by (19), (20) and (21).
Finally, using (25)

P(MSy |20 QN B, N2, NM)
<1-P@E=1)(1-P (M, [{8=1}NZ,NQ,NB,NZ,NM))
1
<1—e 2
= € 9
for t large enough. Combining with (27) we obtain the desired recursivity (26). So, we
get

1 N
PN < (1 — Qem?) + Ce P1eh?

and we conclude that py = O(e_ce<logt)l/4), replacing A, Ay, N by their chosen values.

To conclude the proof of (17), we now compute the distance on which the matching
occurs w.h.p. At time ¢y the coupling was successful on I with probability 1 —py. Note
that dy > (20 — €(T +v))t — 20A. Let € = ﬁ and d* = v. Then d*t < dy and if we
let the configurations evolve according to the basic coupling between time ¢y and time ¢
we have

P (6, # 5, 0n[0,dt]) < py + P(F(dy,dt,t —tyn)) + sup P(X(wi_yy) >0).
weLOg

Since dy — d*t > vt/2 — 20A > VA > v(t —ty), we have that P(F(dy,d*t,t —ty)) < e
and we obtained the announced convergence.

The fact that the set of probability measures on €2 is compact gives us the existence
of invariant measures. The uniqueness and convergence starting from any 7 measure on

LOy comes from (17) and we conclude the proof of Theorem 2.1.
[

7 Limit Theorems

7.1 Moments and covariances

Thanks to Theorem 2.1 we can study the increments of the front. We consider o € LO,.
For n € N, we introduce the following increments

§n = X(Un) - X(Un—1)7
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so that, for t > 0,
[t]
= Z &n + X(0r) — X (o))

In order to prove a law of large numbers and a central limit theorem, we want to control
the moments (Lemma 7.1) and the covariances (Lemma 7.3) of these front increments.
Lemma 7.2 proves the convergence of E,[¢,] to E,[£1], which leads to the fact that the
covariance between &; and §,, decays fast enough.

Lemma 7.1. For f : N — R such that e” I f(2)? € L' we have

sup E, [f(&1)] = e(f) < oc. (28)

o€LOg

Remark. Consequently, we have the same result for E,[f(&,)?], for the expectation under
v and for the covariances between increments.

Proof. The result follows from the finite speed of propagation. Indeed, by Lemma 2.5 we
have that, for 0 € LOy and |z| > ©

P, (& =2) <P(F(0,7,1)) < e .
Then, for every o € LOy, we have

B, [£(6)°] < max f(2)* + 32 f(2)*Po (& = 2)
|z|>v
<c(f) < 0.

The right bound does not depend on ¢, so we obtain the announced result. O

Lemma 7.2. There exists v > 0 such that for f: N — R with e™1*f(2)? € L',

E, [£(&)] — B, [f(&)] | < C( e

ceLOg

Proof. We use the Markov property at time n — 1 to write

0= [ duz1(0Ear [F(60)],

where uf is the distribution of the configuration at time ¢ starting from o. Let ®,(o”)
be the configuration equal to fx ()0’ on [0, d*t| and equal to 1 elsewhere (we recall that
d* is a quantity defined in Theorem 2.1). Under the basic coupling (denoted by & in
the following computations), the front of the configuration after a time § starting with
o' is different from the one starting with ®,(¢’) only if the event F (0,d*t,d) occurs. So,
denoting by X and X the first increments starting respectively from configurations ¢’ and
®,,_1(0’), we have that
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o [£(€)] = Ea, o) [F(61)] = € [(F(X) = F(X)) Ty 5]
< %’ [(f(X) — 1)) € [ias]

<2 [sup E,[f(&)?] \/IP’ F(0,d*(n —1),0)).

geLOg

Therefore, if n — 1 > ;;*7

wp [ 1) (B 7€) = Bosion [76)]) < 26557 [oup B [7(60 ]

o€L0Og €LOg

Similarly (taking the expectation w.r.t. v), we have that

By [£(€)] = [ dvlo}Ea, o0 [F(E)] < 26775 [ sup By 767

e€LOg

Besides, we can write that

| [ i (0B, o [F(€0] = [ (0B, L (€)]]

<2 [sup B, [f(&)?] sup |ug_, —
g€LOg o€LOg

o
[0.d*(n—1)] °

Finally, putting everything together

sup [, [£(6.)) — B [£(6)] ] < 2y/e(f) (46

oeLOg

/
+Js€1£13 Hﬂn I H[lo,z*(n—l)]>'

Applying Theorem 2.1 we obtain the desired control. O]

Lemma 7.3. There exists v > 0 such that, for f : N = R, e”lf(2)?2 € L' and j < n
two positive integers,

174

1. sup | Cov, [(§), F(&)]| < C(He =™,

oc€L0Og
and the same holds for the covariance under v;

2. forj > Z(n—j),

sup ’COVU [f(&)), f(&)] — Covy, [f(&), f(&n—jt1)] ‘ < C(f)e_we(logj)m.

oeLOg

Proof. Let 7 < n and o € LO,.
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1. The idea is the following one: if the difference between j and n is large enough
then §; and §,, are almost independent. Let (F;),en be the filtration associated with
the random variables (;);en. Using the Markov property and Cauchy-Schwarz
inequality we have that

| Cove [£(&), S (6] | = | Cova [£(&)). o [ (€) | ]|
= | Covy [£(6). o, [ (6a-3)] — Es [&1]]|

< 2B, B [ 116000 - B [a])]

Then, we apply Lemma 7.2 and we obtain the first point:

og(n—7j 1/4
sup ’Cova 1f(&), f(&)] ’_ ( —yellos(n—3)) >’

oeLOg

which is relevant if n — j is large. Combining this with Lemma 7.2 yields the result
for the covariance under v.

2. If n — j is not large but j (and n) are, we are looking at the process after large
times so the configurations seen from the front are close to configurations sampled
by v. We can use the same trick as in the proof of the previous lemma, replacing
the expectations by the covariances to obtain the second point. Indeed, we have

Cove [f(&5); f(&n)] — Covy, [f(§1) f(En—jr1)]
=B, [f(§)f(&n)] = Eu [f (&) f(§n—js1)]

— (Bo [f €N Eo [£(€)] = B [F (€D By [f (§ngin)] ).

Using the Markov property at time ¢;_;, finite speed propagation under the hypoth-
esis d*(j — 1) > v(n — j + 1) and Theorem 2.1, we can show that

|Eo' [f(gj)f(fn)] - EV [f(gl) (fn J+1)] ‘ — ( _,y@(logj>1/4> ‘

We conclude using Lemma 7.2 which says that

(log j)1/4

[Eo [£(&)] — Eu [f(&1)] | = O(e™™
and |E, [f(£,)] = E, [f(&njs1)] | = O(e el

log n)1/4

). O

The second point in the previous lemma can be generalized in the following way.

Lemma 7.4. For any k,n € N such that d*(k — 1) > ©n and any bounded function
F:R"—R

sup ‘E gk, . ,gk-l-n—l)] - E, [F(fl, .. ,fn)] ‘ =0 <||F||oo€_76(logk)l/4> ‘

oeLOg
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Proof. We apply again the method we used for Lemma 7.2. Applying Markov property at
time ty_y we have Eg [F'(&r, - - -, Spin—1)] = [ dpf,_ (0")Eqr [F(&1, - -, &n)]. We use the same
notation ®,(c) for the configuration equal to fx o on [0,d*t] and equal to 1 elsewhere;
then

|EU' [F(glv s 757‘&)] _Eék 1(0”) [F(gla s 7§n)} |
<2\/ sup E, §1,...,5n)2]\/P(F(O,d*(k—1),n))

oc€LOg
<OF | T i (k= 1) > D
Therefore,
/dlukl )E‘Dkl [ 517'--7 /dlj E‘Pk1 [ (617--'75 )]’
< 2||F|lo sup Hug 1 — 1/H1/2 .
o c€LOg a [Ovd*(kfl)]

Finally, putting everything together and applying Theorem 2.1, we obtain the announced
result. O

7.2 Law of large numbers and central limit theorem

Proof of Theorem 2.2. We first proove (3). We take inspiration from the proof of the law
of large numbers of [GK11]. Let S, = >, & where & = & — E, (€] and Vara[é}] <
E, [¢?] < ¢ by Lemma 7.1. First we compute the variance of 2»:

Var, [in] ZVar(, [&} +5 Z Cov, [EJ, sz}

i<k

The first sum is dominated by cn. We control the second one thanks to Lemma 7.3.

n k—1 n k-1 (log(k—j))L/4
>3 Covg [,6) < 303 Ce™
k=1 j=1 k=1 j=1
[o¢]
_ellogi)t/4
SnZC’e e )
j=1

So, Var, {%"} < Q. Applying Chebychev Inequality and Borel-Cantelli Lemma, we

deduce tha . To prove the convergence of the complete sequence, we need

to control Varg [% - 7} Wlthp =p(n) = [v/n)?. Ttiseasy to check that n—p < 2/n < p
for n large enough. We introduce the following quantity

Dnp="En1+ ... +&.

We have that
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Var, [Sp - S"] = Var, Kl - 1) Sp — 1Dn,p]
p n n

1 1 1 1

2
1 1
= (p — n) Var, [Sp] + 2 Var, [Dn,p] —2 <p - n> n Cov, [Sp, Dn,p] :

The two first terms are dominated by Clop) < 7123% Using the same computations as

nZ
above, we have that

Cove[Sp, Dupl =D 3 Cov,[&, ] < Cp.

i=1j=p+1
This yields
v [S S €
D n | = n3/2
and by the same arguments as previously, % — % converges almost surely to 0, as well
as %. We deduce that almost surely, S—rj converges to 0. Moreover, by Lemma 7.2,
1 n

E,[&] is the Cesaro mean of a convergent sequence. It is also clear (e.g. by finite
X(ot)=3 iy &
t

0 2vi=1
speed of propagation) that converges a.s. to 0. To identify the limit in (3)

and conclude, we observe that

d R
CE, [X(o)] =p- B (5(1) = 0) g
which converges to the announced velocity.
To prove (4), we apply Theorem A.1 with ®(k) = exp(— exp((log k)'/*)), ¢* = £ and
v the measure from Theorem 2.1. The required hypotheses were proved in Subsection 7.1.
O

Appendix A A central limit theorem

The following result is a general version of the central limit proved in [GLM15], which was
based on a Bolthausen result [Bol82], itself inspired by Stein’s method. It gives a central
limit theorem for random variables with some mixing conditions but without stationarity
hypotheses.

Theorem A.l. Let (0y) be a Markov process and (F;) the adapted filtration. Let (X;);>1
be real random variables satisfying the following hypotheses:

1. (a) supsupE,[X?] < oo;
o neN

(b) for everyi > 1, X; is measurable w.r.t. F;;
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(c) for every k,n > 1, f : R" — R measurable such that sup, E,[f(X1,...,X,)] <
oo, for all initial o, we have the Markov property

Eo[f(Xky s Xpn—1) | Fio1] = Eop [f( X0, X)) (29)

2. There exist a decreasing function ®, constants C,c* > 1 and v € R and a measure
v such that
(a) lim 18 P (n) = 0;

(b) for everyi > 1, E,[X;] =v;
(c) for every k, f : R — R s.t. e "I f(x) € LY(R),

sup [E, [f(Xi)] = Eu[f(X0)]] < C(k); (30)

(d) for every k,n such that k>c*n,

sup [Ep [Xie Xpin] — E [ X1 X, 1]|< CO(K); (31)

(e) for every k,n such that k > c¢*n and any bounded function F': R™ — R

o [F(X - Xian1)] = By [F(Xy, .., X)) | < O Flloo®(k).  (32)

Then, there exists s > 0 such that
T Xi—un g
NLD

Lemma A.2. The hypotheses of Theorem A.1 imply that there exists C' > 0 such that
for every i < g,

= N(0, s%).

sup |Cov, [ X;, X;]| < C'®(5 — 1), (33)
|Cov, [X;, Xj]| < C'®(j — ), (34)
sup |Cov, [ X;, X;] — Cov, [X1, Xj_ip1]| < C'®(i/c*) A P(5 — ). (35)

Proof. On the one hand, by Hypothesis (1b) and the Markov property, we have

Cov,[X;, Xj] = E, [X; (Eo, [Xj—i] — Eo[X]])]
= 0(2(j — 1)),

where the last equality comes from (30) applied twice to f(z) = x and Hypothesis (1a).
The same strategy also shows Cov,[X1, X;_i11] = O(®(j — 7).
On the other hand, if i > ¢*(j — i+ 1), we can apply (31) and again (30) to get

COVU[XZ‘, XJ] = COVV[Xl, Xj—i+1] + O(@(Z)) ]
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Proof of Theorem A.1. We begin by showing that

lim — Vara lZX] = Var,[Xi] +2 ) Cov,[X1, X;] =: s* < o0. (36)

n—oo
n i—1 k=2

We have s* < oo by (34). Moreover, by (30) applied to f(z) = z?,

AN 12: (Var,[X ] + O(®(i))) = Var,[X;] + O(1/n).

3

Similarly, by (35),

3\>—‘
§M—‘

Z Cov,[X;, X;] Z (Cov, [ X1, Xj_i1] + O(P(i/c.)®(j — 1))

= Z Cov, [ X1, Xi| + o(1),
k=2

which concludes the proof of (36).
The proof then depends on the value of s?: if s> = 0, Chebychev’s inequality shows

that W — 0 in probability.

If s> > 0, the proof appeals to the variation of Stein’s method found in [Bol82]. For
every i, let Y; = X; —v. In particular for every i, E,[Y;] = 0. First, we prove the result for
random variables Y; bounded by Cy and satisfying the hypotheses of the theorem. Let
¢, =n/3 and

= ZY’“ Sj,n = Z ﬂ|k—j\§énYk and Qpy = ZEU D/]S],n] .
k=1

k=1 j=1

The theorem’s hypotheses and the boundedness of the Y;’s imply that there exists C’ such
that

1. For every ¢« < j < k <[ we have that

sup | Cov, [YiY;, ViV |< C'®(k — j) if (k—j) > (1 — k). (37)

2. For every @ < j < k <[ we have that
sup | Cov, [Y;Yy, Y;Yi] [< C'@(1 - k), (38)
sup | Cov, [Y;Y,, Y;Yi] |< C'®(1 — k). (39)

We just give details for the first item. We have that

Covy [V;V}, YiYi] = Covy [YiY, By, [V 3Vij] = By V1Yi ] ]
<20y sup Eor [YeeiYi—j] — Ey [Y1Yi_gpa]|

31



and we conclude using hypothesis (31). The others cases are obtained applying the Markov
property at time k and hypothesis (30).
Thanks to (33), we have that

Y Cov,|Y;, Y- > E,|YE,[Y]]

[i—3]>n li—j]<tn

= O(n*®(¢,) + 1) = O(1);

| Var, [S,] — an| =

so ay, = Var,[S,](1 + o(1)) and it is enough to prove that \/L is asymptotically normal.
The main idea is to use a lemma from [Bol82], itself inspired from Stein method, which
is the following one.

Lemma A.3 (Lemma 2 in [Bol82]). Let (v,)nen be a sequence of probability measures in
R with

(a) Sup/|x|2yn(dx) < 00
(b) nhoo/ (i\ — 2)e v, (dxr) = 0 for all X € R.

Then the sequence (v,) converges to the standard normal law.

The proof can be found in [Bol82]. We want to apply this lemma to the distributions of
the random variables ( \}957) o By (30) applied to f(z) = x, the Markov property applied
at time k and the boundedness of the Y;’s, E,[Y,Y;] = O(®(j — k)). The verification of

item (a) follows.
We now need to check item (b). Let A € R and A, = (
that E, [A,] goes to 0 we part A, in three terms:

S, i
\/@) var . To prove

1
A = iXé’ M(l—ZYSjn),
o

1 s & CaSe S
AP = _Mem > Y (1 —e “Ver — A2 )
n \/O[_ J

n j=1 Qp
1 n )\Snfsj n
AB) — _ Y.e Van
n /—an ]z::l J

The decaying of the two first terms come easily from the estimates on the covariances.

2 n
— Y Covy [YiSin, Y;S;n)

n ¢,5=1

.|

A,gl)ﬂ — \? Var,

LYY

/\2 n

=— > Cov, ViV, YY)
nogg=1  ki|lk—i|<tl,
l:|l_j‘§£n
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If |0 —j| > (¢ +2)l,, then wlo.gi <k <j<land (j —k) >, > c*(l —j); so
applying (37), we have that

Covy [YiYi, Y;Yi] = O(@() — ).
If we are not in the previous case then w.l.o.g i < k < j < [) and applying (38) then

| Cov, [ViY3, Y]] | = O(®(1 - ).

Consequently,
9 )\2 n 2
E, UAS)‘ } <C— n® > ®(m)+nls > ®(m) | =o(1).
g, m=4~y m=0

Using the Taylor expansion of the exponential and the fact that E,[S7,] = O(f,) thanks
0 (33), we easily control the term A®?

E, [|4?]] < CA? & [\Y-Iﬁ?’”] CA\* Cy

E, < Ay, =0 ( ) =o(1).
Vo ]ZI \ /ozn O Vn

To study E[A®)], Bolthausen uses the stationarity of the field but we do not have this
property here. We need to analyse carefully this term as it is done in [GLM15]. First,
using the boundedness of the variables (Y;) and the fact than ¢,, < /o, we just need to
prove that

n

) 1 & N Sin
hm\/_ZEg[Y}e F}_o ¥A € R. (40)

The usefulness of considering the sum from ¢,, instead of 0 will appear later. We fix M a
number (which will eventually depend on n) and we develop the exponential in two parts
(its partial sum and its remainder):

MGEN™ Sy = Sia\"
s mi =3 O (25
e VaT =TM(\) + R (\) with m=0 "

X @) (Su = Sin\"
RIO) = &
g m:z]W:-i-l m! Qn

v ¥ v)
1<i<n
|i_j‘>zn

no Mo ( ix )’” [ m 1
_ b E, |Y; []Y;

where T](m) = {(il, o yim) € {1,...,n}™ such that Vk, |ix — j| > Kn}.
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Lemma A.4. I[fm < 7110(% then for any j € {€y,...,n} and any (i1, ...,ip) € T; ",

] -ona

log Cy
7logc* "

where Cy, =

Proof. Let m < % j € {ly,...,n} and (i1,..., i) such that Vk, |ix — j| > 5.

We have several cases

1. if i,, < j — £, applying Markov property at time i,, and hypothesis (30), we have
that

E, [Yj I Y] <
k=1

= .O(CTD(j — i) = O(nY ®(L,,)).

m—1
E, [H Vi |-
k=1

E,,, [Yj—i,]|

2. if there exists b < m—1 such that i, < j—/,, < j < 7+, < ip.1 then we distinguish
two cases:

(a) If, for all k > b+2, ip—ip_1 < ()" */0, (with ¢ = ¢*+1) then ¢* (i, —ipy1) <
cl+d 4+ ()3, < () A,<l, < iy — j. So, using Markov
property at time j and hypothesis (32), we have that

o] e e b o]

n ] (00 9)
:O(n (gn))7

where the last equality comes from the first case where all the indices are
smaller that 7 — /,.

(b) Else, we denote by k* = max{k > b+ 1 : ipy1 > i + ()™ * 10, }. Then

i — dpeq1) <L+ 4+ ()™F72) < ()™ < gy — g
Applying Markov property at time iz«

E, lyj i Y] = [Y 1Y 1 (B [Yi. . Vit + O (CP (ke 1 — i) )

If all the indices between b+ 1 and k* satisfy (2a) then we are reduced to the
previous case. If not, we iterate until we are reduced to the previous case or
to the first case (all indices smaller than j — ¢,,).

3. If 11y > j+ ¢,, then we do the same computation as in the previous case with b =0
and we conclude using that E,[Y;] = O(®(j)) = O(®(4,,)) because j > £,,. O
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We choose M = %, we use Lemma A.4 and thanks to the hypotheses (2a) on

® we get that, for every A € R,

/ A
< n '8 O(nr ®(4,)) - evan = o(1).

\/_ZIE YT

J=tn \ Qn

We now have to understand the contribution of R}} (A) to (40). We fix L a number
(which will eventually depend on n).

RY (= M)+ Ry = 3 0" (S" - Sﬂ"”>m ]1{

| Sn—5;,
m=n+1 T v 7 SL}

> AN™ (S, —Sin )"
Loy G )' ( s ) 1
et M VO {
Using classical formulas on the remainder of the exponential series (and Cauchy-Schwarz
inequality for the second inequality), we obtain that

n ‘)\'M—HLM—H

Vo, ' M!

15n=55,n1 ] /2 Sp— Sin 2
'C'y-m?XIEU [e”' Van 1 P, (’an]‘ > L) )

L, (41)

(12)

The right-hand side of (41) will be taken care of by an appropriate choice of L. The
right-hand side of (42) calls for a better understanding of S,, and S ,,.

Lemma A.5. There exists ¢ > 0 such that for any n large enough and any 8 = O(y/nt; 1),

E, [ ﬁ\/so%] < 27,
Proof. For A C {1,...,n}, let Zy =3 ca Vs It is immediate that |Z4| < Cy|A|.
We partition the interval {1,...,n} into blocks B of ¢,, successive integers. Let B be a
block such that the smaller index s of B is larger than ¢*/,,. Let t € {0,--- ,sg — ¢*(,}.

We can apply hypothesis (32) with the function F : (zy,...,2,) — exp(M\/ﬁ(%CY))

(and the parameter k = sp —t > ¢*(,,):

clen ()] -2 o (5

_E, [exp (@)] O(IF)lB(s — 1)

=F, [exp (Bﬂ O(exp(BCylyn 1/2)<I>(€n))




where Zp_; designates the sum of /,, variables starting from sg —t. Furthermore, we have

that
62 ﬁZ ﬁ2Z2 6323
E, lexp(\/ﬁBﬂ:E,, l1+\/§+ 2nB+O<n3/5>]

1428, (23] + 0 (0 E, [3))

Equation (33) tells us that E,[Z%] = O(£,) so

B B)
E, |exp ( Fi
()]
Now we consider B (and Sg the associate sum) a set of blocks such that the distance
between two blocks B and B’ of B is larger than ¢*/,,; in other words, if 5 is the maximal

index in B and sp is the minimal one in B’ then sp — tg > ¢*¢,,. Let B and B’ be two
such blocks of B. Markov property and Equation (43) (with ¢t = tg) implies that

o2 - o () o ()1
%)

By definition of B we clearly have that [B| < /- so after iteration, we conclude that

|B]
< (1 + cﬁ%) < exp <052£nn> < exp(c'f%).
n nt

n

5%

n

(43)

S,
= [ (177
Let us go back to the whole sum S,; we can write S,, = Zy+ Sp, + ...+ SBW] where the
B; are disjoint sets of blocks with the same property as B and Z; is the sum of the ¢*/,

first terms. By Holder’s inequality, we have that
NG 1/7e"]
B;
oo (1)) <

<fon(i) s (2 -

where we use that E, [exp ('6:/%0)} <1+ 60%. We could proceed similarly to control
E, {exp (—ﬁ%)} and finally E, {exp (B'SL\/%”‘)} O

So, if L = O(y/nf;!) then we can apply Lemma A.5 with 3 = ¢L (with € small enough)
and use the exponential Chebychev inequality to obtain that

P, (’&1\/__05”‘ > L) < e LR, [eXp <5‘571_\/a;jw1’>

<E,

<e (44)
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logn

m. Now we choose

We recall that we have previously chosen M =

B logn
~ Tlog(er 4+ 1) - (10 A (JA] +2))

and we use Lemma A.5 and Equation (44) in Equation (42) to conclude that

YR} (M| =0.
Jim e DB (MR =0

Putting everything together we conclude the proof for bounded random variables Y;. We
use a classical truncation argument to prove the result for non bounded random variables:
let TV (z) be the truncation operator and RY(z) the remainder:

TV (r) = max{min{z, N}, —N}
RY(z) =z — TN (z).
Thanks to (33) we have that
> (R¥() - B, [RY())

E, || = NG 2]: Cov, [RN(Y:), RV (Y;)]

2

converges to 0 as N goes to oo uniformly in n. Using moreover that Var, [RN (Y;)} — 0
as N goes to infty, uniformly in ¢, we can conclude that the central limit theorem is still
valid for the unbounded variables. O]

Appendix B Contact process estimates

In the classical contact process introduced by Harris in [Har74] (with the convention
chosen in section 2.2), zeros flip to ones at rate 1 without any constraint, ones flip to
zeros at rate A > 0 if there is exactly one nearest neighbor zero and at rate 2\ if the two
nearest neighbors are zeros. Let (n{!) be such a contact process starting from a non empty
finite set A of infected particles, that is, the particles in the set A have value 0 and the
other ones have value 1. We define 74 = inf{t > 0 : n/* = 1} its extinction time and we
denote by X (/') the position of leftmost 0, i.e. the leftmost infected point, at time ¢.
In [DG83| we can find the following estimates:

Theorem B.1 (Durrett-Griffeath, 1983). For the contact process with infection rate X,
there exists A\, € (0,00) such that for X\ > A, the followings hold. Firstly, there exist Cy
and Cy such that for A non empty finite set and t > 0

P(r4 = 00) > 0 (45)
P(t4 < 00) < Cye= M (46)
P(t < 7% < 00) < Cre 2. (47)
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Secondly, there exists ve, such that for every a < ve,, t > 0 and || < vyt
P(X () > —at|m!? = 00) < Che™ ! (48)
(™ (@) # 1 (2|71 = o0) < Crem ", (49)
From this theorem, we derive the following estimate (used in the proof of Corol-
lary 4.3).

Corollary B.2. For the threshold contact process defined in paragraph 2.2, if ¢ > q :=

ﬁéf\c the following holds. For everyt >0 and | € N, if I; is a subset of [—vept, vept] with

size | (where v, is the constant given by Theorem B.1) then there exist Cs, Cy such that

P (‘v’x e I, n%(z) = 1|79 = oo) < Cgem @it (50)

Proof. By obvious monotonicity between threshold contact process and contact process
(taking A = %) it is enough to prove the result for the contact process with parameter A/2,

which satisfies A\/2 > A.. Let ¢t > 0, [ € N and I; a set of size [. Using duality and (46)
we can obtain:

P (Va: c I,n"(z) = 1) < Cre (51)
If I; is included in [—veyt, vept] then, using (49) and (51), we have that
P (Vx €l: 77;{0}(95) = 1710 = oo)
<P (Vx e I :nl(z) =171 = OO) +P (Elar el ni{o}(x) F# 77,52(:1:)‘7{0} = oo)

< Ol 4 QUCPtC’le_CQt
S 0367041‘//\[. 0
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