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The Alberico Codex is a compilation of printed and manuscript news about the New World.

It includes many marginalia — from single words to multi-page maps.
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Zorzi’s drawings show an interest in architecture, ethnography and of course geography.

Many drawings of the first part of the codex are also found in the Ferrara manuscript.
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But who was Alessandro Zorzi?

Alberico codex, 31v. ”Jo Alex[andr]o Zorzi”

Roberto Almagia, 1936: “a cultivated man”

Laura Laurencich-Minelli, 1985: “a curious man,
with a broad but superficial culture”

Perhaps both were right, but describing Zorzi at different ages?



Map of Cuba
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Ferrara manuscript, 19r. A. Trevisano’s 1501 letter about Columbus’s 2nd voyage
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Alberico codex, 10v. Book IV of the Paesi... (1507) about Columbus’s 2nd voyage



s i
VB / paffoso dilp datlasicla i meg
e @ "z G .

7+ oo
Ve Lk
4
y‘
A r—

F ol ’ "
s 1%‘4\’

(‘Vg,g il

Cuba (labelled “Yssabella”) in Cantino map, 1502.




Map of Hispaniola



Ferrarams., 17v

A. Trevisano’s 1501 letter about
Columbus’s 2nd voyage
(rotated 90° left)
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Hispaniola in Juan de la Cosa map, 1500. Hispaniola in Cantino map, 1502.
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Bonus: La Isabela’s church

Lo Admirante fece el Cifrone, che é uno loco
propinquo ad uno porto, per fabbricarvi una cita. Et
incomincio a fabricar et far una chiesa...

Ferrara manuscript, 16r. A. Trevisano’s 1501 letter about Columbus’s 2nd voyage

Earliest (and only) depiction of the first Christian church in America,
or just Zorzi’s imagination?



Columbus letter’s maps



JDW ) ere (Fake mmmmdm&m &qu
Mm 1422 d(q«w/)v ] cerbfzo ?M varr/z

J,JA winprr €16 V‘W— ZMW f226de lors
gi,/wr Pf"‘] g"”"’"’” ng f%m‘rﬁ
Mh(??"(‘ g/nw&/_m); g

pCW mv}( eh v
el alybrgi Moty

Corong-di 070 In
f"”“ begroffs dr-ore- 22 Jraw kum cafft
tavole r”Wf("”W e+ h"’””‘o

fm./ nol 4
di forro /)mom - /jﬂ"ﬂ
) u Colays Apicatl

Pmne'll pIHA
{Fino 4 L’"a e pe
i(:l[v i avo nqwd?pluo ;(“aftﬂomt{dwif
Cl,‘aw »no ef]t r\,O/,,A Wﬂ«&j;mnt
Bfferus kA TIC F;]z’;;t‘«-r coteto della dpcma
parh WUt DOYIALLAmi. ;;W..o no/ - fulR gutfia
gﬁ‘r’a cmém /n l—fz‘uwhw meM71f it rp
come nal #cefl ek zof7ors Vr»(imqrw M-nw'".
mﬁ/r?«m auang ilmods da fryma ,é,[m,tm nrl
et e ot brsntare Ancova 16070 hE- P
chBES: «“"" L "‘o’*‘f Www*ﬂ?m‘h
wf.w,, 14/‘,,;‘?! J/lot-hmﬂ C‘;W“ ML
Rt it ot Lﬂﬁ-W&Wam—
o ¢Mﬂof e‘h’%rlt»w loys povfane: babarde -
“[pade s curafe : ot uans ‘wtiht; come mei- w
%W‘dlf H-uﬁam:[nfw 2 an‘uw'r/m/ s
#%‘%”“L Km iy - hans bont caxt: Dicona amthora il
AAI' )

Capelie AE?H/OP’
A fadiric AM gu.t/(fp ;\"I’l‘ ” : Zé"'M’M / ;&YP"'GA \nw{uh‘
Tasdd l>~4f' ‘Hed N so
\

A fine's ‘wé.u r’lgo ‘fm,- ),‘,.HLQ ) e YRR T S‘f».%
' ’ EANY s deedre —).‘
%ﬁ;f\‘i OCEANYS MERIP10 "&ft— THIOPIA 1N oy,

TERIOR,

3»3"{' i A i e

¥aonl. ""“" - )
b \QY' \\ " C ?'
X y 2 \eEpr= !

»)' gfomj

PgMH
07‘0 l

Ricmut prads
'F/'r' )
i re
MMJ*HV

e

o~ ﬂy;./'/)l

r:‘/

Le-bona (P81

;'ﬁruién

T S

44
art bolls m’v, pwﬁd_pl'cynmw f‘f‘b;rody
agoyi X i1l rumz/ GANGES sppellafo p

o\ A e hena o BERACHA come h'fo}-ﬂ' »MIZA-

Onpy {~4 & Yeneha: (%14( 4 w1 pAVET 4o (ARA.
‘renfr aqueth J? 4 dichp ) ' froung fe.ww

Mo bol m
Gaflers. 1/
BERAGHA
N ol BARY et CARAMBARY
? aguel men»‘,,,ﬁ,;w[“( pdrcrvrl,,
‘1 XAMM [ fﬂfpnnp ) ".." Ung A“{Z( 3 (
p(’dlv ;c)('dwf'r')(\/ lmh /ﬂﬂ( WF‘" w/‘t /;M e
m i della 3r4mA Infud 0l &
be A Tuma et [albrg »a 44 bin sforta
C\“ﬂ'?"‘]; ‘11“;"1’?%’\;!:‘170/‘—’1 :L\q}?z’ﬂ MAH
wr 20kero ¢ "-"y wifFn i) - Latzw 1485 nawicai 7 5’ ”1543
28 prads wm k-7 a
»1,{/‘ p«§|4 l'r‘}) -flc ] im:héf«' l,'; ‘i"‘
Ftulna wvrf(Tuhq ey ,mte—lmmw b,c i ‘*Zg /
‘er* XW Jo frpts Logar WJ'MP*’ bl w.;
e L 41%4\» ;}hv}i v AMMM AJ,(« fﬂk ::74; olombe
{1 trous Mﬁrr rwwér”n e A RTT ,wJ;n o ,,_f‘”
bt Catipave a1 h&re mgy)«l fue omi&' aa
M[t Mﬂm{ f{fh‘f (opra Capo 519 “"‘*;',7‘ v }"mg" hort:14.
Lvl 1/-3' Maryne 1 I5- ;avf ‘-007“'”’9 a ftrw CLW ,"Jr ; ‘J-L“"
™o Almw %ol E' wr/l wf}) 71 L 1m [va,mor(hue e lwnts @

Ly »3;«» ﬁ; LyMul»—‘ »nt’

44/;r$14‘"* o
,?”M
R s

e

: I
1 .‘,.

. %
bk,

-t[ﬂ um de1s
St~

e 2/ ol w& 4

'vo‘l}o EY] \eﬁt 190 i(c
: 4 wmcwwm»m\s

v
ICEANVS 1M DlcVY .

L. Caprrcor

Alberico codex, 56v-57r. Amended translation of Christopher Columbus’s July
1503 letter from Jamaica (published Venice, 1505)
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Alberico codex, 60v. Amended translation of Christopher Columbus’s July 1503
letter from Jamaica (published Venice, 1505)
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Ferrara ms, 63v and 70v. Amended translation of Christopher Columbus’s July
1503 letter from Jamaica (published Venice, 1505)
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Ferrara ms, 46v and 47v. Italian translation of Mundus Novus (Latin version first
published Augsburg, 1504)



/uan Rames’s map



\’,\,' A*XIMLWZ?"'“" n4 o ‘Wmﬂfmw
v [and

’”w fipo 70 j bazfa bO‘l”‘f'gnd
ANENtha 150 Zé W‘tlﬁ M«ncdb a4, Spy

z”"i‘& e ch {’ ﬂ"w vﬂ/#’unl«r e /7““’&7 Fro st
of ‘M ealla Coftn i ‘ahd& ﬁwo(o nowd - Cﬂ"\tﬁ T ,LJA» 54,‘4 %mp 1 4upil ‘,,4. { amu,{ ~
b Pl 7 Tala L expociial dowe W prts et-copuelle mawicabe p rondbe deitto | tovea 2
" o & ( >4 )t 13
Ao 4 LL,M\’ a0 VIADA alzimy <a g Aore E,gp\;;é,~ Ay {vuq-,a g Wiﬂ FOW {mm
Mae! o cerproeviel o A4 mea.  pirouart: SR Rl b A L
Lol & ‘,ﬁw {eyv WO mcgl A — L1l | w,,, ¢ e+ O bom,awm
.ﬁ | & 7874 'T”r‘/" MP‘

; B}” Y Ay A s T o P“”"E i ' _‘% Pl = & Wl 4{1;\4{1&-‘?’ ca/:}'uw £+ 6‘*:1(’/1" ¢
S oW Yur 11 o 2 4’417”/2—30 nous (822 ¥ . oy, (‘ML 7o j)a vof'u&o fvw{’d/zﬁ'f'%w
A <y h A el LYmmtils 7 ] l

1o la ) a8 U hasp S L _ “ ’mt?;?’ﬂ‘ PATII e~ rmm;.
-1y L Gt € (i’ prfrowd s 3 et | W) 7’01"” hauer £2pe d'fp
o> 4o Y a\,, 01"0 ‘.’:_P/“/ | ety iqw(J AptUR W
q-mw iy | antyamifs or bk
Lap I\‘d"; m“(wf 11”7'1// b L~ e "(‘ ‘y \fz:ym.’f
aup Lr}yttlfv -3 51 <
e AR oh/t"- g),«!%?“—‘d\, e
o Bipeis e R ST s e o,
7 = [ £ loorfu :
e £ o il Xi& [ T"{” AmEmerTs. 4 oo <
30 {,‘ S % % X 2
I3
5i§ - A ,;c“” L -
5 3 =
'/’v. 75 ‘28O7‘{\‘$_’:“§"9r,1)r::;3@)£5’3 Sl w
2.0 ; 4] 3 ' % ;:, .;,‘ LT "R 2
— ’t'-~a\>7~ ! ’v'. 0,. 4
5 7 4 )
3 Y L e ,'."' avi . 4 | X K

Pye| 1o ; ‘3,;,: S e N1 e

gl ¢ e v.z. w""  Jae f ‘)—r&gm *"-“)
’ o - . S o i VR
B o «-{y MONDO Noyo o SRR R o oV : |
:,'116. T { »«.‘\‘"‘W \ ; g‘; {
’T"r'oma iy -‘."( m’;"‘ l: ‘ |4 C &""’”e'
Apbipyns & Longabudine \ 1%
s il Conrs, o Ton Bkt
PRA L s astadl > adider

/ S R,»J
7@BC \ ) : %L
Alberico codex, 89v-90r

Copy of a letter from Spain to Zuan Rames (undated).
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1519 Portuguese planisphere, attributed to Reinel (facsimile at BNF)
This Iberian map does not yet show the Gulf of Mexico.




2

© Archivos Estatales, megd.es

Archivo General de Indias, MP-MEXICO, 5

Earliest extant map showing the entire coastline of the Gulf of Mexico. Attributed to Alonso Alvarez Pineda, ca. 1519.




Map of Mexico



Alberico codex, 126r and 126v

Italian translation of Hernan Cortés’s second
letter from New Spain (1520), published in
Latin in NGiremberg in 1524.
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World map

in trapezoidal projection, with south at top (“Abbozzo di carta
di tutto il mondo (...) in proiezione trapezoidale, col sud alto”)

Alberico codex, 153v-157r
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Some final observations

e Zorzi copied a few maps that are now lost or
extremely rare.

* He also drew cartographic sketches to make sense
of information in travel accounts.

* Positioning of maps followed an intentional
program: illustrating the travel accounts.

* In conclusion, a precursor to G. B. Ramusio.



