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SEX EDUCATIONIN
L EBANON AND FRANCE

Assaad Yamminglman Khalif and Rerre Clément®
'Faculté de Pédagogie, Unisité Libanaise, Beyrouth, Lebanon
2Université Lyon 1, France

Abstract: This work is acomparison bsveen France and Lebanon. It analyzes the conceptions
of Lebanese and French teachen issues conaaming human sexualtandits edwcaion. Our
goalis to highlight the dfferent coreptions of t@ache's in both countries antb identify the
parameters to which tke differences e corrdated. All the multivaiate analyses conduale
show two very different systen conceptions, vergignificantly differentiating Lebanese
teachers conceptionsof French tades ones. Frenchteachers, unlike their Lebanese
colleagues are more conducive to early eimg topics related to sexuality to students
between 6 and 15 yeaa old depending on the swdgt. They are more likely to ampt abortion
and homosexualityto focus on safer sex as an attitude tbatt reduce the sped of AIDS,
and to considethat theteaching of STk is not only theissue of biology teders
The differences beveen Lebanon and Franceeanot reduible to religion: ead country ha
its own identity rooted in its specifgeographicd histoical, economic and culttal context.
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1 - Context and theoretical backgrounds

Sex edgdion (SE) presents mgat interest at the international leveRegach in several
countries confirms that the promotion of SE does not encourage young febpleealy
sexualintercourse (Blum & Mmari, 2006, Kirby & Lepore, 2007) but ratheripugvidencea
positive effect on the matuyiin the sexual behavior of students (Sirglal, 2005) and risk
taking (Coye & al, 2004, 2006 ; Kirly & al , 1997, 2005, 2006, 2007).

In 1994, WHO pointed out that sex edaion (SE) hasto provide students, consideg their
representations and basicsjith information and scientific knowledge that allow them to
discover and understand the feiient dimensions of sexuality, MO added that SE also
se&ks to stimulate students' thinking based on information providedndp them develop
attitudes of individual, familial and social responsibilities.

Acoording to the recommendations iofernational organisms such as WHO, the ediond
center of regach and developmerit Lebanon ECRD) has attmpted to introduce SE in the
renovated curcula of 1998. This attempt haackl many objections from several socio-
politicd and religious authorities in Lebanomhich resulted in its total supmgon from the
curiculum of the EBS8 class (students aged 12-13) (Circ13%/M/99, Presidential 8xee
n°2066) and paial contanment of the biology cuiculum for the 2nd ga of seconday
school(15-16 yeas), Literaure and Humanities and the 3rd year efomdary school (18-7
yeas) (Ministry of Education iccular rf95/M/99, eaee 1110227/97, Hufouch & Clément,
2001, Yammine &al, 2007, Yammine 2008).

Currently, a new attempto reintroduce SEin the Lebanse teaching contextis pat of a
project combining the feorts of the ECRD, the WNFPA (United Nations
Population Fund) and the Lebanese Miyi®f Edwcation.



French curcula have, in turn, evolved considerably during thet @ yeas in human
sexuality. ES is currently ruled by laws and is defined as follows:

"The se& education's primary purpose te provide studentsvith opportunities to learn and
undestand the different dimensions of thand their- gxuality, in accordancewith the
consciences and the righd privacy. This education, based on humanistic valuetolefance
and freedom, ¢kand othes respet, should also he studentdo integrate positive attitudes of
individual, familial and social responsibilities.(B.O N°. 46: Circula N°. 98-234 dated
November 19, 1998, Sex Eciiion and AIDS Prevention).

The introduction of SEin France was initially, ands stll today, moe directedto the
biomedical dimension thato the promotion of &dth (Bernad & Clément 2005, 2007
Berge etal, 2007). & in France has not met such strongjs&nce as in Lebanon.

Lebanese society multiconfessond. To manage it, the Lebanese refer to the Natioral P
(unfomulated ageement, not written, signed in 1943) to apportion the responsibilitidse
government (Al-Khoury, 1956), "which gave thira tradition whee each communiy was
responsible for providing educatioio its children as it wanted andwhere it wanted
(Quobeisy, 1998).

Beyondthis diversity, thee may be some Lebarse homogeneityin comparison with othre
countries. This relative homogeneity ign fact energed in comparing cooeptions of tle
Lebaneseteachers to those ofteachers from other countries on topics such as evolution
(Clément & Quessada, 2008, 2009), or environmentatidn (Khalil & al, 2007a and b).

It is for these reasons thatve made a comparison of Lebaeeand French dadhers'
corceptions, using samplelsrge enoughto idenify a possible divesity of opinion within
eat country, but alsao compare the two countrigegether,in orde to identify wheher,
beyond their differences, the Lebanesmtters shae common chaderistics that dishguish
them from their French caégues.

Analyzed coneptions will takeinto acount theteachers' knowledge, values and soécia
practces (in rdation to abortion, homosexuality...) and their pedagogical projectst (wha
should or should not be taught and at what age).

2 - Resear ch Question.

Do the Lebanese and Frentgadhers conceptions on sexuafiand SE mainly diffem terms

of the nationaliy of theseteachers (thusacmrdingto their national socio-cultal contex) or
are they rather based on other params such as their religion, the degree of belief ard th
religious pedice, or even more on their poldd opinion?

3 - Methodology

It was developedh the context of th&uropean research project Biohedtitizen (Bology,
Hedth and Environmental Eaation for Beter Citizenship; 19 countri including Lebanon
and Francke Teatheas respondin writing, compleéely anonymously andh the pesence of the
researcher, toa questionnaire coveng six topics, including repduction and human
sexualiy andteaching (24 qustions) as whk as their religious, social and patidi opinions
(17 questons ), and other personal information (Clément &@dho 2007). The resporse
were subgd to several types ahultivariate analyses (Munoz & Clément, 2007, Mur&zl.
2009).



In each country, samplesesstrictly comparable: 1/éh serviceteaches of primary schools
(InP), 1/6 pre-servicgeaches of primary schools (PreR 1/6 in-service tachers of biobgy
(InB) in secondary schools (for Students 1d 18 Yeas old), 1/6 pre-service &&he's of
biology (PreB) in semondary schools, 1l/éh-sewvice teachers of language / lettes (InL) in
secndary schools, 1/6 pre-servimachers ofanguage/ letters (PreL) in secondary schools.
In total, 722 teachers and futureteache's were surveyedin 5 regons of Lebanon (North,
South, Mount Lebanon, Bekaa and Beirut) and %#heas and futureteaches in two
regions of France (Rhone-Alpes and Languedoc-Bitbais) (Table 1).

Table 1. Submbsson of sampessuveyedin Lebanon and France. For thegp of education (InBInL etc), cf.
the text dove. For religin, AGN = Agnodics, CHR = Chrigans, Mudims = MUS, ELS = most: I'do not wart
to answer" no answerssome + afew otherreligions as AGN, EIR or MUS

Total Sample | 722 100 | 732 100
Teaching groups | InB 153 212 | 100 137
InL 111 154 | 110 150
InP 246 341 | 114 156
PreB 59 8.2 | 149 204
PreL 56 7.8 | 101 138
PreP 97 134 | 158 216
Religion AGN 3 04 | 370 50.5
CHR 217 30.1 | 304 415
ELS 33 4.6 | 47 6.5
MUS 469 65.0 | 11 15
Level of belief 1(+) 700 97 | 131 17.9
2 9 12 |79 10.8
3 4 0.6 |97 133
4 4 0.6 | 68 9.3
5() 5 0.7 | 357 48.8
Level of practice | 1 (+) 556 77 | 44 6.0
2 76 105 | 30 4.1
3 38 53 |9 1.2
4 7 1.0 | 67 9.2
5(-) 45 6.2 | 532 72.7

4 - Results and Discussion

We restrict ourselve® the mostsignificant effects, without pesenting hee the efects less
or not signifcant (age, gender, eauationd level, etc.).

The RCA (Figure 1) performed using the 24 questions on the SE for tedgders, shows
clear difference beveen French and Lebandsachers.
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Figure 1- (a) Individual pointsin the space for therkt two discriminant axesfderertiating the two ountries
as:FR = France, LB = Lebanoiib) PCA on theSE variables(24 vaiiables),Frarce+ Lebanon.

A between analgis, syoplemented by a randomation test of Monte G¥o, shows thathis
difference is highlsignificant.

In fad, French taders, unlike Lebarse teachers, B more conduciveto ealy learning
topics relatedo sexuality to students aged 6 and 15ryeepending on the swdaf (A85 a
A90 et B37 a B41)They ae more likely toaacept abortion (A65) and homosexuality (A41),
to focus on safer sex as an attitude ttaat reduce the sped of AIDS (A60), andto conside
that the €ading of STIs is not only the issue of biologgachers.

The analysis of théssues that most ddrentige the two groups showKVP interactions:
Lebanese and French daes opposed or noto abortion, homosexuality,r@in the same
time more or less favable to theintroduction some scientific conterK)(in the &, base
on theirreligious values (Y and their associated social practices (P).

The histogramn Figure 2a shows that while 52% of Frentdaches are for equal rights for
homosexual and berosexual couples, 72.3% of Lebapéadiers refuse such equality.
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Figure 2a. Histogram of individal regponsesto question A41 (slues 12, 3 and 4 coregpond
to fourlevels of "Likert scale")

The histogramn Figure 2b shows that 71.2% of Frentdachers found that inc&t and sexua
abuse are topic® be taught at an egrhge (the ages of felds ae added herg 60.8% of
Lebanesé¢eachers thaare for late eating of these topg(> 15 years) pnever aschool.

When do you think the following topics should be first introduced at school by teachers and/or external specialists?
: (Tick only ONE box per line):

Less than 6 [ Between 6 | Between 12 | =
TOP’C \,éms old and 11 and 15 ever ;ﬂ
_ years old vears old schoo!
B39. |Incest and sexual abuse sr p

o5
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Figure 2b. Histogram of individal repponsesto question B39 (&lues 12, 3, 4 and correspod
to five levels of "Likertscale™)

The 1 454teachers' coreptions also vary quitesignificantly depending on their religion,
which is very differentin the two countrig: hdf of French tache's are atheists or agnostics,
against 0.4% of Lebase teadhers inteviewed, 65% of Lebarse teaches are Muslins
(Shiites, Sunni or Druze) against 1.5% of Fremedchers interviewed. Itis therefore not
surpising thatwhen we remove the cousgteffect, the religion effect disagas. However,
whenwe remove the religion eéft, the county effect remains very signdent, which nmeans
that Christian teachers (41.% of the French saple, 30.1% of Lebanesteacers
interviewed) have diffient ideas about human sexuality and its teaching (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. The test of randomization (Monte Carlo)

Finally, a co-inertia analysis between firstly a PCA on the SE variables (Figure 4a) and on the
other hand a PCA on the socio-political and religious variables (Figure 4b) highlights two
systems of conceptions: one characteristic of most believers and teachers practitioners, less
secular (more against separation between politics and religion, hence between science and
religion) are more detrimental to early education of the SE at school, less accepting of
homosexuality and abortion, and they prefer stable relationships of couples to "safer sex".
Most of the Lebanese teachers are in this pole. The second system of conceptions brings
together teachers less religious, more secular, and more favorable to the SE in school; this
pole includes the majority of the French teachers.

w2

HRSE variables

poltical variables

Figure 4- Co-inertia analysis between the PCA on the SE variables (a) and the PCA on the socio-political /
religious variables (b).

5 - Conclusions

Beyond their religious diversity, the Lebanese teachers share ideas on human sexuality and
SE, which distinguish them clearly from the French teachers. Each country has its own
identity rooted in its specific geographical, historical, economic and cultural context. The
relative homogeneity of the Lebanese teachers who has also emerged in comparing of their
conceptions to those of teachers from other countries on topics such as evolution (Clément &
Quessada 2008, 2009), or environment education (Khalil & al, 2007 a and b), explains the
difficulties of implementing the SE in Lebanon. The perspectives opened by these results will
be discussed in more details.
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