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Eur opean st udent  movement s 

agai nst  “ commodi f i cat i on of  educat i on” :  

i nt er nat i onal  nor m and count er - nor m 

i n new hi gher  educat i on pol i c i es 

 

 

 

 

I nt r oduct i on 

 

 The emer gence of  soc i al  movement s def i ni ng t hemsel ves as 

opponent s t o t he commodi f i cat i on and/ or  pr i vat i sat i on of  educat i on,  

i ncl udi ng f i r s t  and f or emost  s t udent s but  al so t eacher s and ot her  

act or s,  account s f or  t he changes occur r i ng i n t he f i el d of  HE pol i cy 

nowadays.  

 I n t hi s  paper  we shal l  addr ess t he new f or ms of  HE del i ver y 

f r om a doubl e per spect i ve,  combi ni ng t he st udy of  pol i cy t aker s ’  and 

pol i cy maker s’  r epr esent at i ons of  how hi gher  educat i on shoul d be 

del i ver ed.  

 We shal l  depi ct  t hi s  bi nar y nor mat i ve st r uct ur e and show t he 

pot ency and domi nance of  pol i cy maker s ’  nor m and t he r el at i ve 

weakness of  pol i cy t aker s’  one.  

 We shal l  t hen t r y  t o expl ai n t hi s  di f f er ence expl or i ng t wo 

pot ent i al  expl anat or y f act or s:  

- Fi r st ,  t he hi dden di ver si t y  of  pol i cy t aker s ’  r epr esent at i ons;  

- Second,  t he di f f usi on mechani sms of  t he nor ms.  
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Met hodol ogy 

 

 We have been st udyi ng t hese movement s f or  5 year s now i n 

sever al  count r i es:  Bel gi um ( bot h Fr ench speaki ng and Fl emi sh 

communi t i es) ,  Fr ance,  I t al y  and Por t ugal .  These count r i es wer e 

chosen f or  t he di ver si t y  of  t hei r  HE syst ems ( and f or  our  capaci t y  

t o do f i el d wor k i n t he l anguage of  each case) .  

 The st udy was spr ead on di f f er ent  l evel s  of  pol i cy maki ng:  

t he nat i onal  l evel ,  t he l ocal  l evel  ( HE i nst i t ut i ons) ,  but  al so t he 

del egat i on of  nat i onal  s t udent  r epr esent at i on on t he Eur opean l evel ,  

speci f i cal l y  t he act i on of  t he Eur opean st udent  f eder at i on ESI B 

( Eur opean St udent  I nf or mat i on Bur eau – The Nat i onal  Uni ons of  

St udent s i n Eur ope)  i n t he f r amewor k of  t he Bol ogna Pr ocess. 1  

 We have st udi ed bot h i nst i t ut i onal i zed r epr esent at i on and 

pr ot est  movement s,  t he l at t er  i nc l udi ng bot h mi nor  or gani zat i ons not  

r ecogni zed by pol i cy maker s and movement s l i ke t he Eur opean soci al  

f or ums,  whi ch ar e not  i nvol ved i n HE pol i cy maki ng but  wor k on t hi s 

i ssue a gr eat  deal .   

 Our  f i el d s t udy i nt ends t o of f er  a br oad v i ew of  s t udent  

movement s of  di f f er ent  k i nds and at  di f f er ent  l evel s  i n t hese 4 

count r i es.   

 The st udy was i nt ensi ve,  wi t h 63 i nt er v i ews f r om 1 t o 3 

hour s,  a l ot  of  par t i c i pant  obser vat i on ( meet i ngs f r om 1 hour  t o 8 

days)  and a hundr ed i nf or mal  conver sat i ons.  

 

 

1 ESI B ( Eur opean St udent  I nf or mat i on Bur eau)  – The Nat i onal  Uni ons  of  
St udent s i n Eur ope i s  t he st udent  umbr el l a r epr esent i ng st udent ’ s i nt er es t  
on t he Eur opean l evel .  I t  i s r ecogni zed by t he EU,  t he Counci l  of  Eur ope 
and i t  i s a consul t at i ve member  of  t he Bol ogna Pr ocess.  Founded 23 year s  
ago wi t h an ai m of  cul t ur al  exchange bet ween Eur opean st udent s,  ESI B opened 
up a l ot  t o new t opi cs i n t he 90’ s when t he changes i n HE began t o occur .  
Then i t  began t o be wi l l i ng t o r epr esent  t he Eur opean st udent s.  Now havi ng 
50 member s associ at i ons and uni ons  f r om 37 count r i es i nsi de and out si de t he 
EU ( 43 f ul l  member s,  7 consul t at i ve or  candi dat e member s) ,  t he umbr el l a 
cl ai ms t o r epr esent  i ndi r ect l y  mor e t han 11 mi l l i on st udent s.  See 
www. esi b. or g.   
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1.  A pi c t ur e of  t he bi nar y nor mat i ve s t r uct ur e of  t he HE f i el d t oday 

 

 The st udy depi c t s  a bi nar y nor mat i ve st r uct ur e i n t he f i el d 

of  HE pol i cy t oday,  wi t h t he opposi t i on of  a “ nor m”  and a “ count er -

nor m” .  The f i r st  woul d be t he new i nt er nat i onal  nor m dr i v i ng HE 

pol i cy r ef or ms,  t he l ast  woul d be t he cor r espondi ng nor m opposi ng 

t hese t r ends. 2 

 

1. 1.  The nor m  

 

 Onl y  t he anal ys i s  of  t he mi l i t ant  di scour se r egar di ng new HE 

pol i cy r eveal s  what  has changed exact l y i n HE,  especi al l y  about  

l anguage and r epr esent at i on of  what  HE shoul d be.  However ,  and 

despi t e t he f act  t hat  i t  i s  not  speci f i cal l y  my t opi c ,  I  t r i ed t o 

bui l d a map of  t hi s  new i nt er nat i onal  nor m,  consul t i ng i nf or mat i on 

f r om var i ous sour ces ( see annex 1) .  Si nce t he f ocus of  t hi s  paper  i s 

set  on t he weakness of  t he count er - nor m,  and s i nce t he par t i c i pant s 

t o t he wor kshops ar e speci al i zed i n HE pol i cy changes,  we wi l l  not  

devel op her e t he s t udy of  t he sour ces but  onl y i t s r esul t s. 3 

 Wi t h t he mul t i pl i cat i on of  j oi nt  degr ees,  st udent  exchanges 

and i nst al l at i on of  br anch campuses on a wor l d scal e,  a new nor m 

emer ges,  demandi ng i nst i t ut i onal  aut onomy ( bot h f i nanci al  and 

pedagogi cal ) ,  c l ass i f i ed ef f i ci ency f r om i nst i t ut i ons,  compet i t i on 

bet ween t hese and excel l ence,  by means of  sel ect i on of  s t udent s as 

wel l  as br ai n- dr ai n.  These el ement s encour age HE i nst i t ut i ons i n 

maki ng t hemsel ves mor e vi si bl e and at t r act i ve,  i . e.  by f usi ons,  

scal e economi es and r eadabl e degr ee of f er .  I  t r i ed t o syst emat i ze 

t hese phenomena i n a new i nt er nat i onal  “ t abl e of  t he l aw”  of  HE,  

t hat  r ecommends:  

- r eal i zi ng a knowl edge- based soci et y as i ncl us i ve as possi bl e 

( l i f el ong l ear ni ng educat i on and t r ai ni ng,  l i t er acy and e- l i t er acy 

s t r at egi es,  pr ogr ammes f or  chi l dr en and adul t s) ;  

- maki ng educat i on i nst i t ut i ons ef f i c i ent ;  

2 We do not  use t he concept  of  « r ef er ent i al  » because i t  i s cent er ed,  
gl obal l y speaki ng,  onl y on t he pol i cy maker s communi t y,  and we want  t o 
consi der  t he pol i cy t aker s at  t he same t i me.  The concept  of  « nor m » seems 
t hus mor e sui t abl e f or  t he pur pose of  t hi s st udy:  even i f  i t  al so r ef er s t o 
publ i c act i on anal ysi s ( l ear ni ng and di f f usi on t heor i es) ,  i t  al so has a 
soci ol ogi cal  and ant hr opol ogi cal  use,  t hat  i s l ar ger .  
3 Chapt er  1 of  my PhD t hesi s f ocuses  on t hi s much deeper .  Cf .  Geni cot ,  G. ,  
« L’ i nt ér êt  ét udi ant  f ace à l ’ Eur ope.  La r epr ésent at i on ét udi ant e en 
Bel gi que,  Fr ance,  I t al i e et  Por t ugal  dans l e Pr ocessus de Bol ogne,  1999-
2005.  »,  t o be pr esent ed i n Sept ember  2007.  
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- measur i ng t he ef f i ci ency of  educat i on i nst i t ut i ons and syst ems,  f or  

exampl e by t he means of  r ank i ngs,  and speci f i cal l y  wi t h t he 

measur ement s t ool s  f r om OECD ( l i ke PI SA f or  secondar y educat i on) ;  

- usi ng « best  pr act i ces » i n educat i on;  

- gi v i ng Uni ver s i t i es mor e aut onomy and s i mul t aneousl y  devel opi ng 

qual i t y  assur ance mechani sms ( f ol l owi ng t hi s  i dea,  we f i nd pol i ci es 

of  der egul at i on and l i ber al i zat i on and t r eat i es l i ke t he GATS,  

Gener al  agr eement  on t r ade of  ser v i ces) ;  

- assur i ng HE excel l ence i n t he i nt er nat i onal  compet i t i on by t r ai ni ng 

compet i t i ve gr aduat es;  

- sel ect i ng s t udent s on t hei r  compet enci es t o pr omot e excel l ence;  

- l ooki ng f or  al t er nat i ve pr i vat e HE f i nanci ng sour ces,  f or  exampl e 

augment i ng t ui t i on f ees;  

- pr omot i ng i nt er nat i onal  at t r act i veness of  HE i nst i t ut i ons t owar ds 

f or ei gn « br ai ns »,  by 

- maki ng HE i nst i t ut i ons mor e vi si bl e by t he means of  f usi ons,  

associ at i ons,  r egi onal  or  i nt er nat i onal  net wor ks t hat  gi ve a 

cr i t i cal  mass t o t he i nst i t ut i ons and al l ow t hem economi es of  

scal e;  

- maki ng pr ogr ammes easi l y r eadabl e ( ex.  t he Bol ogna Pr ocess) ;   

- augment i ng f ame of  j oi nt  degr ees or  pr ogr ammes such as 

‘ Er asmus Mundus’  Mast er s;  

- devel opi ng an or i gi nal  i dent i t y  t hr ough i nvent i ve pr ogr ammes;  

- openi ng t he degr ees t o a l ar ge publ i c ,  f or  ex.  pr oposi ng 

cour ses i n Engl i sh;  

- usi ng adver t i si ng and mar ket i ng t echni ques,  whi ch makes HE 

i nst i t ut i ons,  t o some ext ent ,  k i nd of  compani es sel l i ng a HE 

pr oduct  and an i mage.  

 

 

1. 2.  The “ count er - nor m”  

 

 On t he ot her  s i de,  t he di scour se anal ysi s of  t he i nt er vi ews,  

conver sat i ons and l eaf l et s  and document s of  ant i - commodi f i cat i on 

act i vi st s i n Bel gi um,  Fr ance,  I t al y and Por t ugal  r eveal s a s t r ong 

at t achment  t o val ues such as equal  oppor t uni t i es of  s t udy i ng,  

publ i c l y  f i nanced HE,  f r ee admi ssi on t o pr ogr ams and non sel ect i on 

of  st udent s,  wi t h a subsequent  cr i t i que of  el i t e pr ogr ammes and t he 

devel opment  of  pr i vat el y  f i nanced i nst i t ut i ons and pr ogr ammes.  

 I  must  however  s t r ess t he neat  di f f er ence bet ween Por t ugal  on 

t he one s i de,  and Bel gi um,  Fr ance and I t al y  on t he ot her .  I n 
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Por t ugal ,  t he new i nt er nat i onal  HE val ues seems t o have gai ned power  

over  t he s t udent s and t he s t udent s ’  r epr esent at i ves.  We woul d 

pr obabl y  f i nd t he same s i t uat i on i n East er n Eur ope count r i es,  

because of  t he s t r uct ur al  si mi l ar i t y  of  t hese count r i es r egar di ng 

t he l ack of  publ i c  educat i on avai l abi l i t y  and t he gr owi ng of f er  of  

pr i vat e HE ( i n t he past  f or  Por t ugal ,  now f or  East er n Eur ope) .  

 A f i r st  ev i dences of  t he exi st ence of  an ant i - commodi f i cat i on 

di scour se i s  t he campai gn l aunched by t he Fr ench uni on UNEF ( Uni on 

nat i onal e des ét udi ant s de Fr ance:  Nat i onal  s t udent s’  uni on of  

Fr ance)  i n Oct ober  2001,  and t hat  was cal l ed “ L’ éducat i on n’ est  pas 

une mar chandi se”  ( “ Educat i on i s not  a commodi t y” ) .  The Uni on even 

i nvi t ed t he or gani zat i on ATTAC ( Associ at i on pour  l a Taxat i on des 

Tr ansact i ons pour  l ’ Ai de aux Ci t oyens :  Associ at i on f or  t he Taxat i on 

of  Tr ansact i ons t o Hel p t he Ci t i zens,  f ounded i n 1998)  t o j oi n t he 

campai gn.  

 Anot her  exampl e,  s t i l l  i n Oct ober  2001,  i s  t he f i r st  Wor l d 

Educat i on For um t hat  was hel d i n Por t o Al egr e bet ween t he f i r s t  and 

second Wor l d Soci al  For ums.  The r eason f or  t hi s  i s  t hat  educat i on 

was r ecogni zed as a ver y i mpor t ant  t opi c  t o whi ch was not  gi ven 

enough at t ent i on dur i ng t he f i r st  Wor l d Soci al  For um.  Dur i ng t he 

Wor l d Educat i on For um,  t eacher s and some st udent s uni ons j oi ned t o 

t al k  about  al t er nat i ve pedagogi cal  per spect i ves but  al so t he 

pr i vat i z i ng of  HE.  St udent s pr esent  at  t he event  have st r essed 

dur i ng i nt er vi ews t he oppor t uni t y  i t  had been t o exchange about  

nat i onal  exper i ment s of  changi ng HE.  

 I n t he begi nni ng of  2002,  t he smal l  Bel gi an gr oup MML 

( Mouvement  mar xi st e- l éni ni st e:  Mar x i st - Leni ni s t  movement ,  yout h 

or gani zat i on of  t he Par t i  des t r avai l l eur s de Bel gi que :  Par t y  of  

t he wor ker s i n Bel gi um)  put s up a huge post er  “ No t o Bol ogna”  on t he 

f açade of  i t s  Louvai n- l a- Neuve headquar t er s and l aunches a pet i t i on 

t o s t op t he pr ocess.   

 I n t he meant i me,  t he 13t h of  December ,  a Eur opean st udent  

bl ock i s  pr esent  at  t he Eur o- demonst r at i on connect ed t o t he EU 

Laeken Summi t  ( cl os i ng of  t he Bel gi an Pr esi dency of  t he EU) .  The 

bl ock was uni t ed by a cal l  agai nst  commodi f i cat i on of  educat i on and 

i t s consequences:  pr i vat i sat i on,  sel ect i on,  i nequal i t i es,  abol i t i on 

of  non cost - ef f ect i ve pr ogr ammes…  

 Bef or e Laeken and on t he occasi on of  t he Eur opean educat i on 

mi ni st r i es counci l  on t he 29t h of  November ,  t he AGL ( Assembl ée 

génér al e des ét udi ant s  de Louvai n:  Gener al  assembl y of  t he Leuven 

st udent s,  t he l ocal  st udent s ’  or gani sat i on)  i nvades t he campus by 
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ni ght  and changes t he name of  t he bui l di ngs ( or i gi nal l y Mont esqui eu,  

Couber t i n or  Thomas Mor e)  wi t h t he name of  mul t i nat i onal  compani es :  

Vi vendi ,  Mi cr osof t ,  Adi das.   

 Numer ous act i ons of  t he ki nd ar e hel d acr oss Eur ope,  

or gani zed by st udent s ’  or  t eacher s ’  uni ons.  We ar e her e i n a r ever se 

wor l d wher e peopl e ar e wor r i ed about  HE evol ut i ons and t r y t o act  

agai nst  t hese.  

  

 I  anal ysed my i nt er v i ews wi t h t he st r uct ur al  anal ys i s  

t echni que of  Jean- Pi er r e Hi er neaux,  soci ol ogi s t  at  t he Uni ver s i t é of  

Louvai n- l a- Neuve i n Bel gi um.  Thi s  met hod,  whi ch I  shal l  not  expl ai n 

her e i n f ul l  det ai l s4,  al l ows us t o “ see”  i n a gr aphi c  way t he 

pol i t i cal  symbol i c  syst em of  mi l i t ant s .  I n t he di agr am,  t he subj ect  

( S)  act s  ( A)  pur sui ng deci si ve ends ( U)  ;  he i s  hel ped by some means 

( M)  whi ch he r ecei ves f r om t he “ addr essi ng”  ( D)  who gave hi m t he 

“ mi ssi on”  t o be accompl i shed.  The di agr am i s pol ar i sed bet ween 

posi t i ve and negat i ve,  s i nce i n t he one case t he subj ect  sees i t sel f  

as a “ good”  subj ect ,  and i n t he ot her  one,  as a “ bad”  subj ect  s i nce 

he i s  not  doi ng what  he shoul d t o accompl i sh hi s  mi ss i on.  We 

consi der  her e excl us i vel y  t he pol i t i cal  symbol i c  syst em of  ant i -

commodi f i cat i on mi l i t ant s.  As we anal yse a pol i t i cal  vi si on,  t he 

subj ect  ( posi t i ve or  negat i ve)  i s  col l ect i ve ( t he communi t y) .  The 

t al e t el l s  how t he communi t y  accompl i shes or  not  i t s  mi ss i on,  whi ch 

i s  t o ensur e t hat  t he communi t y  r eal i zes t he best  educat i on syst em 

possi bl e.   

 

 The posi t i ve S i s  def i ned i n opposi t i on t o negat i ve S :  

busi nessmen i n e- l ear ni ng compani es,  peopl e f i nanci ng pr i vat el y 

r esear ch or  educat i on,  sel l i ng educat i on pr oduct s and i nf or mat i cs 

equi pment  r el at ed t o educat i on ( ex.  Wi ndows cer t i f i cat i ons) ,  

educat i ve sof t war e desi gner s ( ex.  I BM’ s e- l ear ni ng sof t war e t o put  

cour ses onl i ne) ,  agenci es pr omot i ng nat i onal  educat i on syst ems 

abr oad ( ex.  Eduf r ance i n Fr ance) ,  peopl e and i nst i t ut i ons goi ng t o 

t he ( now c l osed)  Wor l d Educat i on Mar ket 5 and i n gener al  ever y company 

i nt er est ed i n educat i onal  mat t er s on pr of i t  ai ms.  

4 For  f ur t her  det ai l s see Geni cot ,  G. ,  Pr ot est at i ons émer gent es en Fr ance 
et  en Communaut é f r ançai se de Bel gi que f ace aux mut at i ons de l ’ ensei gnement  
supér i eur  :  eur opéani sat i on,  mondi al i sat i on – mar chandi sat i on ?,  DEA 
Thesi s,  I nst i t ut  d’ Et udes Pol i t i ques de Gr enobl e,  Sept ember  2002,  192p.  
5 I n i t s 3r d year  of  exi st ence,  t hi s f or um was pr esent ed by t he or gani zer s  
i n t hi s way :   
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 The posi t i ve U ( ul t i mat e ai ms)  ass i gned t o HE cor r esponds t o 

t hi s  i mage of  t he sel f  wher e pr i vat e i ni t i at i ve f unct i ons l i ke a 

f oi l .  The i deal  educat i on syst em at  al l  l evel s  and i ncl udi ng HE,  

woul d pur sue t he f ol l owi ng ai ms:  emanci pat i on of  t he i ndi vi dual s by 

t he means of  knowl edge t r ansf er  and cr i t i cal  t eachi ng,  somet i mes 

expl i c i t l y  r ef er r ed t o t he Enl i ght enment ;  soci al  r epr oduct i on l i ke 

t he Fr ench wel l - known soci ol ogi s t  Pi er r e Bour di eu descr i bed i t  si nce 

t he mi ddl e si xt i es i s  cr i t i ci zed.  Per sonal  sel f - f ul f i l ment  and 

soci al i sat i on ar e al so consi der ed i mpor t ant  ai ms of  educat i on:  a 

per son must  be abl e t o f eel  comf or t abl e i n al l  cont ext s  and wor k on 

a j ob t hat  wi l l  br i ng hi m happi ness – not  onl y  money.  Educat i on 

mer chant s ar e consi der ed unabl e t o accompl i sh t hese soc i al i zi ng 

mi ss i ons.  

 

 These ar gument s ar e s t r uct ur ed i n opposi t i on t o t wo mai n 

negat i ve U -  empl oyabi l i t y  and pr of i t  – and compl et ed wi t h a 

cr i t i que of  sponsor i ng and adver t i sement  of  educat i on.   

 “ Empl oyabi l i t y ”  means t he char act er  of  educat i on and t r ai ni ng 

s t r i ct l y  cent r ed on t he compet enci es t o be acqui r ed and t hus ver y 

speci al i zed.  I t  i s  descr i bed i n t he i nt er vi ews i n 3 di f f er ent  ways.  

 The f i r s t  ones ar gue t hat  HE shoul d gi ve pr of ess i onal  ski l l s 

but  depl or e t he adapt at i on of  pr ogr ammes t o empl oyer s ’  needs and 

subsequent  shor t - t er m qual i f i cat i ons cur r i cul a.  Benef i t s  on a l ong 

t er m basi s  of  a pol yval ent  educat i on guar ant eei ng cr i t i cal  j udgement  

f or mat i on ar e sk i pped.  ( Ex.  t he CI C Bank di st r i but ed a game about  

s t ock exchange specul at i ons and was cr i t i c i zed ver y much by t he 

Fr ench t eacher s uni on FSU ( Fédér at i on syndi cal e uni t ai r e:  Undi vi ded 

uni on f eder at i on) .  Thi s  di scour se al so def ends non pr of i t abl e cour se 

“ Now i n hi s t hi r d year ,  WEM i s t he wor l d’ s onl y pr of essi onal  event  
dedi cat ed t o t he i nt er nat i onal  busi ness of  educat i on,  t r ai ni ng and l i f el ong 
l ear ni ng.  
The Wor l d Educat i on Mar ket  i s an annual  mar ket pl ace,  showcasi ng educat i onal  
r esour ces f or  al l  l evel s  and ages of  l ear ner s,  f or  use i n t he cl assr oom,  
t he wor kpl ace or  t he home,  and avai l abl e on a f ul l  r ange of  t echnol ogi es ,  
f r om sat el l i t es t o books and f r om t el evi si on t o t he I nt er net .  
Par t i c i pat i on i s i nt er nat i onal  and mul t i - sect or i al ,  wi t h seni or  execut i ves 
f r om school  syst ems,  t echni cal  i nst i t ut es,  uni ver si t i es and di st ance 
l ear ni ng,  gover nment s and i nt er nat i onal  agenci es,  t he vast  t r ai ni ng and 
adul t  consul t i ng i ndust r i es,  book  publ i sher s,  sat el l i t e,  t el ecommuni cat i ons  
and cabl e compani es,  and t he comput er  sof t war e and har dwar e i ndust r i es.  
The f ocus of  t he Mar ket  i s on commer ci al  t r ansact i ons  – buyi ng and sel l i ng 
pr oduct s,  r i ght s,  ser vi ces and syst ems as wel l  as f i ndi ng par t ner s,  
i nst i t ut i onal  model s and exper t i se t hat  best  r espond t o speci f i c needs.  
WEM i s al so about  net wor ki ng – a super b occasi on t o meet  t he l eader s,  t he 
deci si on- maker s and t he chi ef  execut i ve of f i cer s f r om a myr i ad of  
i ndust r i es,  wi t h educat i on as t hei r  common pur poses.  [ …] ”  
( Ht t p: / / www. wemex. com/ App/ homepage. cf m,  03/ 06/ 2002. )  
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of  st udi es ( phi l osophy,  l i t er at ur e…)  because t hey answer s 

i ndi vi dual s’  needs,  whi ch ar e consi der ed as mor e i mpor t ant  t han 

compani es’  ones.  El i t e f or mat i on i s  al so consi der ed an ai m of  

educat i on,  whi ch t her ef or e shoul d not  be l i mi t ed t o wor ki ng f or ce 

t r ai ni ng.  El i t e must  be abl e t o t hi nk col l ect i ve soci et y  pr oj ect  and 

« change t he wor l d i f  i t  i s  not  l i ke i t  shoul d be » ( soc i ol ogy 

s t udent ,  member  of  ATTAC,  Bel gi um) .  Thi s  v i s i on of  t he wor l d i s  not  

r eal l y  f ar  f r om a knowl edge soci et y  v i si on,  but  t he negat i ve vi si on 

of  compani es hi nder s mi l i t ant s t o not e t he s i mi l ar i t y  bet ween t hese 

v i si ons of  t he wor l d.  

 Second vi si on ar gues t hat  HE must  not  pr ovi de pr of ess i onal  

sk i l l s  but  onl y  t each i ndi v i dual s  t o under st and t he wor l d t hey ar e 

l i vi ng i n.  Tr ansmi ss i on of  knowl edge,  cul t ur e,  cr i t i cal  mi nd and 

hi st or y ar e consi der ed essent i al  and pr of ess i onal  ski l l s,  of  

secondar y i mpor t ance.  

 A t hi r d vi si on set s  t hat  pr of ess i onal  ski l l s  and i nt el l ect ual  

f or mat i on t o a di sci pl i ne shoul d be gi ven i n di f f er ent  t ypes of  

i nst i t ut i ons.  

 To summar i ze,  t he same concer n ( pr eser ve t o HE anot her  

di mensi on t han pr of essi onal  f or mat i on)  i s  dec l i ned on t hr ee l evel s:  

pr of essi onal  t r ai ni ng i s  seen as i nt egr at ed,  i nex i s t ent ,  or  

separ at ed f r om gener al  f or mat i on.  Anyway t he i mage of  HE 

i nst i t ut i ons as di pl omas’  f act or i es i s  s t i gmat i zed as wel l  as t he 

l anguage descr i bi ng how a “ pr oduct ”  i s  “ del i ver ed”  by t he “ educat i ve 

company”  t o a “ c l i ent ” .  

 Pr of i t  i s  t he second negat i ve U i n t he symbol i c  t al e of  

mi l i t ant s.  I mposi ng pr of i t abi l i t y  r equi r ement s t o HE i s  ver y much 

cr i t i c i sed s i nce educat i on i s  consi der ed by t hem as somet hi ng “ t hat  

has no pr i ce” .  Some t hi ngs ar e of  such val ue t hat  t hey ar e wor t h a 

def i ci t  ( or  a bet t er  f i nanci ng)  :  equal i t y ,  emanci pat i on,  

democr at i z i ng of  educat i on,  f ul f i l l i ng soci et y’ s  needs and knowl edge 

as such,  pour  l ’ amour  de l ’ ar t .  

 Al l  t hese ar gument s or i gi nat e i n a gl obal  cr i t i que of  

per sonal  i nt er est  as an ai m f or  soc i et y.  I n t hi s pr ospect i ve we can 

under st and bet t er  t he r ej ect i on of  compani es and t he pr ef er ence f or  

publ i c  ser vi ces.  Some mi l i t ant s  i nt er v i ewed even ver bal i zed t he U of  

t hei r  pol i t i cal  symbol i c  t al e i n a ver y cl ear  and dr amat i c  way:  

wi t hout  access f or  al l  t o educat i on,  soci et y wi l l  end up becomi ng 

t ot al i t ar i an,  poor ,  war s wi l l  happen,  and i t  wi l l  be “ t he end of  our  

soci et i es”  ( Fr ench mi l i t ant ,  soci al i s t  par t y  and ex member  of  UNEF) .  
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The r ej ect i on of  a f or - pr of i t  HE i s t hus l i nked wi t h t he l i f e and 

deat h of  t he communi t y .  

 

 The M cat egor y i s  per  se ar t i cul at ed ar ound t he i dea of  

r egul at i on and der egul at i on.  Rul es and r egul at i on ar e i ndeed t he 

best  way f or  t he posi t i ve S t o act  i n or der  t o pr oduce a posi t i ve 

soci et y,  t hat  i s  t o say:  a soc i et y  wher e ever y t hi ng i s how i t  

shoul d be.  I n our  case,  t he negat i ve r ul es ar e gener al l y speaki ng 

t he ones of  t he l i ber al  capi t al i s t  economy.  Fi r st  i s  cr i t i ci sed t he 

publ i c  under - f i nanci ng of  HE and t he consecut i ve pr i vat e f i nanci ng 

of  HE ( pr i vat i zat i on,  spi n- of f s ,  l oans t o s t udent s i nst ead of  

gr ant s…) ;  i n t hi s  syst em,  t he dependence t o t he backer  i s 

cr i t i c i zed.  Second i s  condemned t he t r ansf or mat i on of  HE i n a 

pr of i t - machi ne,  f or  ex.  by si gni ng t he GATS.  Thi r d i s  denounced t he 

mani pul at i on of  HE accor di ng t o empl oyer s ’  needs.  Fi nal l y ,  

gener al i zed der egul at i on of  HE by t he i nt r oduct i on of  concur r ence 

mechani sms i s cr i t i c i zed ( aut onomy mar gi ns conceded t o HE 

i nst i t ut i ons i n or der  t o i mpl ement  Bol ogna Pr ocess,  i nt r oduct i on of  

pr i vat e i nst i t ut i ons and cr eat i on of  a r eal l y  open mar ket  of  HE,  

mar gi nal i zat i on of  i nst i t ut i ons wi t hout  al t er nat i ve f i nanci ng 

sour ces…)  because der egul at i on devel ops or  augment s di f f er ent  k i nds 

of  i nequal i t i es :   

- i nequal i t i es i n access t o HE ( dependi ng on f i nanci al  

poss i bi l i t i es of  i ndi vi dual s)  and i n HE achi evement  ( dependi ng 

on soc i al  or i gi n of  i ndi v i dual s) ,  t hese t wo el ement s bei ng 

of t en st r ongl y  dependent ;   

- geogr aphi cal  i nequal i t i es ( dependi ng on t he weal t h of  t he ar ea 

an t he exi st ence or  i nexi st ence i n t hi s  ar ea of  el i t e HE 

net wor ks)  

- soc i al  i nequal i t i es af t er  gr aduat i ng ( dependi ng on t he HE 

i nst i t ut i on f r equent ed:  i t s sel ect i on mode,  i t s  f ame)  ;  

- empl oyment  i nequal i t i es ( dependi ng on an i ndi vi dual  

negot i at i on wi t h t he empl oyer  – t hi s  negot i at i on was once 

col l ect i ve and i n char ge of  wor ker s’  uni ons – on t he basi s  of  

compet enci es – and no or e on t he basi s  of  col l ect i vel y  

r ecogni zed qual i f i cat i ons ;  i n t hi s negot i at i on,  t he cul t ur al  

capi t al  of  i ndi v i dual s  wi l l  be hi ghl y pr edi ct i ve) .  

The wor st  case scenar i o woul d be i f  t he r i chest  wi t h a hi gher  soci al  

backgr ound woul d f r equent  t he best  HE i nst i t ut i ons wi t h t he best  

s t udent s and t hen get  t he best  j obs.  On t he ot her  si de,  we woul d 

have t he poor est  and soci al l y  di sadvant aged f r equent i ng l ow pr of i l e 
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i nst i t ut i ons wi t h l ow l evel  s t udent s and get  a medi ocr e degr ee,  t hat  

t hey woul d anyway not  be abl e t o def end on t he j ob mar ket  because of  

t hei r  weak cul t ur al  capi t al .  

 These el ement s ar e i n t he i nt er v i ews c l ear l y  l i nked wi t h t he 

l i ber al  capi t al i st  economy,  t hr ough t hr ee per vasi ve t hemes:  t he 

cont r act ,  t he mar ket  and t he pr of i t .  Thi s  ant i - capi t al i st  di scour se 

about  Uni ver s i t y  i s  not  new;  30 year s ago,  Fr ench soci ol ogi s t  Al ai n 

Tour ai ne i nt er vi ewed st udent s i n Ami ens and Bor deaux ( Fr ance)  

s t r i ki ng agai nst  a r ef or m of  cur r i cul a.  These st udent s wer e opposed 

t o t he i nvasi on of  empl oyer s ’  i nt er est  i n t he uni ver si t i es and 

devel oped ar gument s agai nst  empl oyabi l i t y.  We have t hus i n t hi s  case 

a “ r ecyc l i ng”  of  ol d ar gument s.  

 However ,  some el ement s of  t he di scour se ar e compl et el y  new:  

el ement s r egar di ng cont r act  r egul at i on and t r ansf or mat i on of  HE 

f ol l owi ng a f or - pr of i t  or i ent at i on.  

 The t abl e her eaf t er  pr oposes a summar y of  new and ol d 

mobi l i zat i on t hemes.   

 

Ol d t hemes Recycl i ng 

of  ol d t hemes 

New t hemes 

Democr at i z i ng  

of  access  

ver sus  sel ect i on 

Achi evement  

i nequal i t y 

HE i nst i t ut i ons 

 aut onomy 

I nequal i t i es 

because of  

mar ket  

r egul at i on 

 

I ndi vi dual  basi s cont r act  syst em :  

- pr i vat e f i nanci ng of  i nst i t ut i ons 

by pr i vat e r enewabl e chai r s 

- f i nanci ng of  r esear ch by cont r act s 

- st udent  l oans  

i n t he pl ace of  st udent  gr ant s 

- educat i on as a payabl e ser vi ce 

- i ndi vi dual i sed i nt er vi ewed bet ween 

t he empl oyer  and t he empl oyee 

Tr ai ni ng  

i n t he i nt er est  

of  pr i vat e 

compani es  

( pr of i t   

on t he 2nd degr ee)  

 

Mi sused 

empl oyabi l i t y 

( pr of i t   

on t he  

2nd degr ee)  

 

Pr of i t  on t he 1st  degr ee :   

- Educat i on compani es gener at i ng 

pr of i t  by sel l i ng cl asses 

- Pr i vat i sat i on per mi t t ed  

by t he GATS agr eement  

- I TC “ Tr oj an hor se”  i nt r oduced i n 

educat i on i nst i t ut i ons 

 

Fi gur e 1 
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The act i ons ( A)  f ol l ows f r om t he means ( M)  and I  shal l  not  ent er  

i n t he det ai l s  about  t hi s :  posi t i ve act i ons ar e r egul at i ng,  negat i ve 

act i ons der egul at i ng,  et c.  Ther e ar e t hen di ver se mi l i t ant  

s t r at egi es of  act i on,  but  t hi s  i s  a separ at e t opi c  and we onl y  f ocus 

her e on t he vi si on of  t he wor l d accor di ng t o mi l i t ant s.  

 

The nor mat i ve sour ces ( D)  ar e pr edi ct abl e j ust  t he same:  

capi t al i sm ver sus  col l ect i ve i nt er est  i deol ogy or  even communi sm,  

l i ber al i sm ver sus  r egul at i on t heor y,  par t i cul ar  i nt er est  ver sus 

col l ect i ve i nt er est  and sol i dar i t y,  management  ver sus  demandi ng 

pol i t i cal  choi ces.  Amongst  negat i ve sour ces we f i nd t he i deol ogy of  

i nst i t ut i ons pr opagat i ng t he new nor m:  EU,  WTO,  Wor l d Bank,  OECD,  

I MF.  

  

To end t hi s sect i on,  l et ’ s  gi ve t he wor d t o a f or mer  pr es i dent  

of  t he pr i nc i pal  Bel gi an s t udent ’ s  uni on ( FEF,  Fédér at i on des 

ét udi ant s  f r ancophones:  Fr ench speaki ng st udent s’  f eder at i on) :  t hi s 

abst r act  shows t he gap t hat  separ at es par t i sans of  t he nor m and t he 

count er - nor m:  peopl e f r om t hese t wo nor mat i ve uni ver se don’ t  have 

anyt hi ng t o say t o each ot her  accor di ng t o t he i nt er v i ewee.  ” Eh,  

when I  see guys l i ke t hese i deol ogi st s  f r om I MF and f r om,  f r om WTO – 

and her e I  wi l l  be s i mpl i s t i cal l y  ant i - Amer i can – who eh,  who ar e 

capabl e t o say t hat  k i nd of  t hi ngs,  t o t o,  t o af f i r m i n such a,  such 

a bar bar ous and r adi cal  way,  eh,  t hat  t her e i s  no cul t ur al  

except i on,  t hat  t her e i s  eh,  t hat  t her e i s’ n- -  [ i ncr edul ous l augh]  

t hat  t he mar ket  i s  t he onl y ,  i s  t he onl y l aw val i d t o det er mi ne 

economi c al l ocat i ons,  t o post ul at e t hi s  k i nd of ,  of  l aws so mi nd-

numbi ng f or  t he human bei ng,  and f ur t her mor e t o be wi l l i ng t o i mpose 

t hese t o t he r est  of  t he wor l d eh – i n t he Thi r d Wor l d t hi s  i s  a 

r eal  s i t uat i on – I ,  I  don’ t  see how i t  i s  poss i bl e t o t o,  t o 

del i ber at e soundl y  wi t h,  wi t h t hat  k i nd of  char act er s,  and t hus i t  

get s  me wor r i ed about … what  can become… t he wor l d,  wel l … Obvi ousl y  

peopl e wi l l  come t o bl ows i f ,  i f  eh,  i f  on t he one s i de t her e ar e 

peopl e who say t hat  and on t he ot her … wel l ,  per sonal l y  I  don’ t  see 

what  I  can say t o t hat  k i nd of  char act er s. ”  6 

 

6 I nt er vi ew,  19 Febr uar y 2006.  Tr ansl at ed f r om Fr ench.  
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Fi gur e 2 

 

S-  
- HE :  
Compani es 
( e- l ear ni ng,  
l obbyi ng on 
t he nat i onal  
cur r i cul a…)  

S+ 
The 
communi t y 
convi nced by 
mi l i t ant  

U-  
- soci et y’ s deat h 
- i ndi vi dual  i nt er est  
- money as a val ue 
f or  i t sel f  
- pr i vat e educat i on :  
1 empl oyabi l i t y 
2 pr of i t ,  cost -
ef f ect i veness 

M+ 
- HE :  
- publ i c l y 
f i nanced 
- r egul at ed 
syst em 
- publ i c 
ser vi ce 
( egal i t ar i an)  

M-  
- HE :  
- pr i vat e f i nanci ng 
- educat i on as a pr of i t  machi ne 
- syst em or i ent ed t owar ds 
empl oyabi l i t y 
- der egul at ed and unequal  syst em 
( compet i t i on bet ween pr i vat e 
i nst i t ut i ons or  bet ween pr i vat e 
and publ i c i nst i t ut i ons)  
- GATS,  somet i mes Bol ogna 

A+ 
- HE :  
r egul at i ng,  def endi ng and 
amel i or at i ng t he syst em,  et c.  

A-  
- HE :  der egul at i ng,  
i mpl ement i ng e- l ear ni ng,  
pr i vat e f i nanci ng f or  
pr ogr ammes,  negot i at i ng 
GATS 

D+ 
Accor di ng t o each 
per son :  
- col l ect i ve 
i nt er est  i deol ogy 
- demandi ng 
pol i t i cal  choi ces 
- shar i ng i deol ogy 
- soci al i sm as 
def i ned by Mar x 
and Leni ne 
- l ef t  t r adi t i ons 
- Eur opean cul t ur e 

D-  
- i ndi vi dual  i nt er est  
- management  
- capi t al i sm 
- l i ber al i sm or  neo-
l i ber al i sm 
- Eur opean Uni on 
- WTO 
- Wor l d Bank 
- OECD 
- I MF 
- Amer i can cul t ur e 
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1. 3.  Bol ogna,  bet ween t he nor m and t he count er - nor m 

 

 The Bol ogna Pr ocess can be consi der ed as a “ t r ansi t i onal  

obj ect ” ,  di sput ed by t he peopl e i n t hese t wo nor mat i ve uni ver ses.  I t  

i s  t he Eur opean r egi onal  expr essi on of  gl obal  changes i n HE and 

appear s t hus as a subsyst em of  di f f us i on of  t he nor m.  Thi s  appear s 

par t i cul ar l y  i n t he gr owi ng cor r espondence bet ween t he Bol ogna 

Agenda and t he Eur opean Commi ss i on Pr ogr am “ Educat i on and For mat i on 

2010” ,  i ni t i at ed i n t he f r amewor k of  t he Li sbon St r at egy t o make EU 

“ t he most  compet i t i ve and dynami c knowl edge- based economy i n t he 

wor l d” . 7 However ,  t he def i ni t i ve or i ent at i on of  Bol ogna and i t s 

al i gnment  wi t h t he Li sbon obj ect i ves i s not  sur e yet  and t hi s 

ambi gui t y  i s  pr eci sel y  what  makes t he case i nt er est i ng.  We can 

i ndeed consi der  t he Eur opean Hi gher  Educat i on Ar ea cr eat ed by 

Bol ogna as a nor mat i ve bat t l ef i el d wher e t he di f f usi on of  economi c 

nor ms opposes humani st i c  nor ms.  

 

2.  A weak count er - nor m 

 

2. 1.  Hi dden di ver s i t y of  t he ant i - commodi f i cat i on di scour se 

 

 The coher ence of  t he pol i cy maker s nor mat i ve uni ver se 

r egar di ng HE can be pr oven by t he act i ons t hey t ake,  and whi ch seem 

t o f ol l ow t he same t r ack.  The shar ed economi c anal ysi s of  HE on 

whi ch r el i es t hi s nor m i s a key f act or  of  t hat  coher ence.  

 On t he cont r ar y,  t he coher ence of  t he nor mat i ve uni ver se of  

t he ant i - commodi f i cat i on mi l i t ant s  i s  pr oven t o be f r agment ed by 

di ver se el ement s:  t he nor ms ar e not  exact l y  t he same at  al l  l evel s  

and i n al l  count r i es.  Despi t e a common di scour se,  common gl obal  

val ues and a common semant i c  di mensi on,  nat i onal  t r adi t i ons and 

nat i onal  cul t ur es decl i ne i ndeed t he new nor m i n qui t e speci f i c 

ways.  Br oadl y  speaki ng,  t he t hemes of  t he mobi l i sat i on ar e t he same 

f or  al l  mi l i t ant s:  t hey mobi l i ze agai nst  what  t hey cal l  

7 See f or  ex.  REI NALDA,  B. ,  « I nt er gover nment al  Moment um of  t he Bol ogna 
Pr ocess 1998- 2004 »,  epsNet  Ki osk Pl us,  The Net  Jour nal  of  Pol i t i cal  
Sci ence,  vol .  3,  n° 1,  June 2005,  i n par t i cul ar  pp.  11- 12,  or  BALZER,  C. ,  and 

MARTENS,  K. ,  « I nt er nat i onal  Hi gher  Educat i on and t he Bol ogna Pr ocess.  What  
par t  does t he Eur opean Commi ssi on pl ay? »,  epsNet  Ki osk Pl us,  The Net  
Jour nal  of  Pol i t i cal  Sci ence,  vol .  3,  n° 1,  June 2005,  p. 22 :  « t he Bol ogna 
Pr ocess has been mor e and mor e i nt egr at ed i n t he Commi ssi ons wor k and i s an 
i nt egr al  par t  of  a bi gger  t ar get  by  now ».  On t he economi ci st  or i ent at i on 
of  EU Yout h pol i c i y,  see al so EBERHARD HARRI BEY,  L. ,  L’ Eur ope et  l a j eunesse.  
Compr endr e une pol i t i que eur opéenne au r egar d de l a dual i t é 
i nst i t ut i onnel l e Consei l  de l ’ Eur ope – Uni on eur opéenne,  Par i s,  
L’ Har mat t an,  2003,  col l .  « Logi ques pol i t i ques »,  pp.  239- 240.  
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“ commodi f i cat i on”  and somet i mes al so use t he wor d “ Bol ogna”  i n a 

negat i ve way,  r ef er r i ng t o i t  as a huge ent er pr i se t o pr i vat i ze HE 

i n Eur ope.  However ,  t hese t hemes ar e i nt er pr et ed i n a di f f er ent  way 

accor di ng t o speci f i c  cont ext s ,  val ues and symbol s.  Thi s  i s  what  we 

wi l l  expl or e now.  

 

 The st udy on Eur opean st udent s r epr esent at i ves showed t hat  

t he huge maj or i t y  of  t hem can i dent i f y  wi t h t he sl ogan “ Educat i on i s 

not  a commodi t y”  when i t  was submi t t ed t o t hem dur i ng t he i nt er vi ew.  

Conver sel y ,  asked about  t he Bol ogna r ef or ms,  a l ot  of  s t udent s had 

somet hi ng t o decl ar e,  and gener al l y  somet hi ng negat i ve.  However ,  

s t udent s act i vi st s  based on t he l ocal  l evel  ( t he l ocal  br anch of  a 

uni on,  on a campus or  i n a uni ver s i t y)  pr oved somet i mes t o know l ess 

about  t hese t opi cs.  Anyway,  t he t wo wor ds “ commodi f i cat i on”  and 

“ Bol ogna”  ar e meani ngf ul  and r ecogni zabl e f or  a l ot  of  st udent  

act i vi st s,  and coor di nat ed Eur opean mobi l i zat i ons occur r ed on t hese 

t hemes i n t he l ast  year s. 8 But  i s  t hat  meani ng r eal l y  si gni f i cant ? 

What  i s i ndeed exact l y  “ commodi f i cat i on”  or  “ Bol ogna” ? 

 “ Commodi f i cat i on”  i s  a br oad and pol ysemi c t er m.  That  i s  t he 

r eason why i t  i s so wel l  adapt ed t o t he s t r uggl e:  l i ke an envel op,  

8 Two exampl es :   
( 1)  On t he 13t h of  Mar ch 2003 was or gani zed an Eur opean decent r al i zed day of  
mobi l i zat i on agai nst  GATS.  That  day shoul d have been t he day when was 
deci ded i n t he WTO t he l i st  of  ser vi ces of f er ed by ever y count r y under  GATS 
agr eement  :  t he Ar t i c l e of  t he commi t t ee 133 ( C133)  was supposed t o di scuss  
t he second dr af t  of  EU ser vi ces  of f er  under  GATS.  That  di scussi on was i n 
t he end del ayed.  Anyway t he 13 t h was  chosen by di f f er ent  soci al  movement s  
and par t i cul ar l y t he st udent s  dur i ng t he Eur opean soci al  f or um of  Fi r enze 
( 2002) .  The pr epar at i on was done by mai l  by f ew peopl e.  The act i ons done on 
t he 13t h wer e most  of  t he t i me or i gi nal  but ,  unf or t unat el y f or  t hei r  
or gani zer s,  di d not  go i nt o t he pr ess.  For  exampl e,  i n Ber l i n,  di f f er ent  
or gani zat i ons ( BUNDJungen,  ATTAC and ot her s)  per f or med on Al exander pl at z 
t he r ecept i on of  t he embassy of  an i magi nar y count r y:  Monet ani a.  They 
per f or med a scene of  GATS negot i at i on us i ng a cow.  The bar gai ni ng about  t he 
cow  ( bei ng t he obj ect  of  commer ce)  happened on t he r ed car pet  of  t he 
embassy,  near  a bl ack l i mousi ne wi t h whi ch ar r i ved t he Eur opean del eguees.  
On t he 13t h t her e was al so a gener al  assembl y i n t he Uni ver si t é l i br e de 
Br uxel l es ( Fr ee Br ussel s Uni ver si t y)  i n or der  t o i nf or m t he st udent s  on t he 
r i sks of  GATS.  I n Bel gi an non- uni ver si t y HE i nst i t ut i ons,  i nf or mat i on on 
t he t opi c was gi ven dur i ng t he cl asses.  I n Aust r i a,  OH,  member  of  ESI B,  
or gani zed a demonst r at i on agai nst  GATS,  pr i vat i zat i on of  educat i on and 
educat i on- based mar ket ,  af t er  havi ng or gani zed awar eness- r ai si ng act i ons 
f r om t he 10t h t o t he 12 t h.  I n I t al y,  di ver se school s i n Tur i n and t he 
uni ver si t i es of  Pavi a,  For l i ,  Si enna,  Messi na and Fer r ar e wer e t r ansf or med 
i n super mar ket s.  
( 2)  Anot her  exampl e i s t he Eur opean Educat i on For um.  Ther e wer e 2 edi t i ons 
of  t hi s f or um,  one i n Ber l i n ( Sept ember  2003)  and t he ot her  i n Ber gen ( May 
2005) ,  bot h occur r i ng at  t he same t i me as t he Bol ogna f ol l ow- up Eur opean 
educat i on mi ni st er s conf er ence.  Mai n t opi cs wer e Bol ogna,  GATS,  
commodi f i cat i on and al t er nat i ve pedagogy.  A f ew hundr ed st udent s f r om 
var i ous Eur opean count r i es j oi ned t hese 3- days i ni t i at i ve ( no mor e t han 500 
par t i c i pant s but  we must  t hi nk of  t hi s number  knowi ng t hat  t hese ar e 
st udent s t hi s i s t o say a r el at i vel y poor  popul at i on) .   
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i t  encl oses a l ot  of  cl ai ms.  Act i vi s t s  don’ t  i gnor e t hi s.  I n f act ,  

asked “ What  does ‘ Educat i on i s  not  a commodi t y’  mean f or  you?” ,  some 

of  t hem answer ed but  al so st r essed t he vagueness of  t hi s  f or mul a,  

l i ke t hi s  Fr ench st udent  el ect ed t o t he Execut i ve Commi t t ee of  ESI B 

:  “ Do you know t he s l ogan ‘ educat i on i s  not  a commodi t y ’ ?”  “ Yes… but  

i t  i s used nonsense and i t  has l ost  meani ng. ”  Or  t hi s ot her  Fr ench 

st udent  f r om ATTAC:  “ But  ‘ commodi f i cat i on’  i s  ki nd of  pr ovocat i ve.  

You see,  i t ’ s  l i ke ‘ pr i vat i zat i on of  educat i on’ :  i t  doesn’ t  mean a 

t hi ng.  Because we al r eady ar e i n t he pr i vat i zat i on of  educat i on.  To 

buy,  wel l  t o pay t ui t i on f ees,  whi ch gi ve you t he r i ght  t o ent er  t he 

l i br ar y,  whi ch gi ve you access t o comput er s,  i t  i s  al r eady a 

commodi f i cat i on of  educat i on.  Do you under st and? Do you see? Not  

ever ybody has access.  So wel l ,  i t ’ s,  at  t he same t i me pr ovocat i ve 

and i nappr opr i at e.  But  at  t he same t i me i t ’ s  r el evant - -  wel l ,  i t ’ s  

r al l y- - ,  i t ’ s  r al l yi ng,  i t  r al l i es- -  You see,  i t  r al l i es t he 

cr owds. ”  

 We have t hus her e a l ar ge f r ami ng.  Regar di ng Bol ogna,  we al so 

f i nd l ar ge f r ames of  mobi l i zat i on.  However  i t  must  be s t r essed t hat  

t he Bol ogna Pr ocess i s  not  al ways under st ood as a Eur opean Pr ocess,  

but  r at her  seen as a nat i onal  r ef or m ( whi ch i t  i s i n f act ) ,  and 

cal l i ng i t  “ Bol ogna”  i n t hei r  own way :  “ Bol ogne”  i n Bel gi um and 

“ Bol onha”  i n Por t ugal ,  but  al so “ i l  3 + 2”  i n I t al y,  “ l e LMD”  

( l i cence,  mast èr e,  doct or at )  i n Fr ance.  Al l  t hese expr ess i ons 

f unct i on as a r ef er ence poi nt  f or  t he mobi l i zat i on,  but  i n t he t wo 

l ast  cases we have l ost  t he r ef er ence t o Bol ogna as such.  Thi s  means 

t hat  t he Bol ogna mobi l i zat i on f r amewor k pr esent s some weaknesses:  i n 

a number  of  count r i es,  t he Bol ogna Pr ocess has a nat i onal  name and 

i s  seen as a nat i onal  pr ocess;  t he common v i s i on of  t hi s  pr ocess 

amongst  act i vi st s  of  di f f er ent  count r i es i s ,  t hus,  not  guar ant eed,  

and t he nor m can be consi der ed as f r agment ed.  The best  exampl e of  

t hi s  i s when di ver se t i mes I t al i an s t udent s’  r epr esent at i ves 

i nt er v i ewed di scover ed dur i ng our  conver sat i on t hat  t he r ef or m known 

as ‘ 3+2’  was i n r eal i t y  t he I t al i an ver s i on of  a Eur opean pr ocess.  

These wer e s t udent s of  yout h par t y  or gani zat i ons,  cent r al  t o st udent  

act i vi sm i n I t al y ,  non member s of  ESI B;  t hey di d not  know about  t he 

ex i s t ence of  ESI B,  and even ment i oned t he i dea t hey had t o bui l d a 

Eur opean st udent  net wor k,  i n or der  t o be abl e t o r eact  t o f ut ur e 

Eur opean di r ect i ves r egar di ng HE!  Thi s  means t hat  at  l east  a par t  of  

mi l i t ant  st udent s i n Eur ope,  even i f  t hey shar e t he same i deal  of  HE 

and have a gl obal  common f r ami ng of  t hei r  st r uggl es and f ol l ow t he 
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same pr i nci pl es,  can i gnor e t ot al l y  one anot her  and not  be consci ous 

of  t he common i nt er est  t hey shar e.  

 I f  we consi der  now t he “ commodi f i cat i on”  t opi c,  we see t hat  

t he di scour se i s  f r agment ed exact l y  as i t  i s  f or  t he “ Bol ogna”  

t opi c.  Her e i t  i s  not  a quest i on of  f r ame,  si nce we saw t hat  f r ame 

was common t o a huge maj or i t y.  The di v i s i on occur s at  an i nf er i or  

l evel :  t he l evel  wher e t he wor ds become si gni f i cant  i n a concr et e 

and par t i cul ar  cont ext .  For  exampl e,  communi st  s t udent s i n Si ci l y 

pr esent ed t he commodi f i cat i on phenomenon as l i nked t o maf i a 

or gani sat i ons,  and not  t o t he gl obal  economi c changes i n t he f i el d.  

I n Por t ugal ,  a st udent  r epr esent at i ve f r om a l i t t l e HE i nst i t ut i on 

was ver y r eact i ve t o t he t opi c  of  commodi f i cat i on,  but  descr i bed i t  

as a pr ocess wher e t he st udent  i s  f i l l ed up wi t h knowl edge wi t hout  

cr i t i cal  mi nd.  Ot her  s t udent s j ust  ar e ver y vague i n t hei r  

def i ni t i on of  what  commodi f i cat i on i s ,  t hough s i ncer el y  shar i ng t he 

concer n.  

 To summar i ze,  f or  what  concer ns Bol ogna or  t he 

commodi f i cat i on t heme,  we ar e f aci ng t opi cs t hat  concer n di f f er ent  

geogr aphi cal  l evel s  of  pol i cy- maki ng:  Eur opean,  nat i onal  and l ocal .  

At  ever y l evel  t he pr obl ems ar e put  i nt o a cer t ai n per spect i ve ;  t he 

l ar ge f r ame i s  r educed and t he s l ogans upon whi ch ar e bui l t  

demonst r at i ons,  f or ums or  act i ons l i ke t he 13t h of  Mar ch ANNEE 

mobi l i zat i on,  ar e r educed t o a mer e envel op when i t  comes t o 

ever yday mi l i t ant i sm.  At  each l evel ,  l anguage and r ef er ences change.  

 

 On t he cont r ar y,  t he nor m opposed by t he mi l i t ant s  i s  uni que 

and has t he same meani ng ever ywher e i t  i s  i n use,  t hi s  i s,  a common 

economi c anal ysi s of  t he f i el d of  HE t oday.   

 To summar i ze,  t he r easons f or  opposi ng t he nor m ar e di ver se 

wher eas t he r easons t o f ol l ow t he nor m ar e t he same,  and t hi s 

i nduces a r el at i ve weakness of  t he opposi t i on t o t he new 

i nt er nat i onal  nor m.  

 

2. 2.  Di f f usi on of  t he nor m and t he count er  nor m 

 

 Now t he quest i on i s:  why t hese st r ong di f f er ences? Af t er  al l ,  

t he nor m i s  al so spr ead on di f f er ent  l evel s  cor r espondi ng t o 

di f f er ent  r eal i t i es.  We pr opose t o addr ess t hi s  quest i on s t udyi ng 

t he di f f usi on of  t he nor m and count er - nor m.  How i s  i t  passed f r om a 

gr oup t o anot her ,  f r om t he Eur opean t o t he nat i onal  and t hen t he 

l ocal  l evel ,  f or  t he pol i cy maker s as wel l  as t he pol i cy t aker s? 
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Once agai n and obvi ousl y  we wi l l  f i nd t hat  t he di f f us i on of  t he nor m 

i s  weaker  on t he s i de of  t he pol i cy t aker s t han on t he s i de of  t he 

pol i cy maker s.  That  i s  t o say,  t her e ar e mor e obst acl es t o t he 

di f f us i on of  t he count er - nor m t han t o t he di f f usi on of  t he nor m.  The 

quest i on now i s :  why i s  t hat  so? I n t hi s  par t  of  t he paper  we woul d 

l i ke t o expl or e t he di f f usi on chai ns on one s i de and on t he ot her ,  

account i ng f or  t he del ay opponent s have shown i n t hei r  knowl edge of  

pol i cy devel opment s and economi c anal ys i s  of  t hese.   

 The f i gur e her eaf t er  pr esent s i n di f f er ent  col our s t he 

di f f us i on chai n mechani sms t hat  we want  t o descr i be and expl ai n:  

ver t i cal  and hor i zont al  di f f us i on,  bet ween t he same act or s and 

bet ween t hem.  

 

 

 

Level  

Pol i cy maki ng 

or gani zat i ons/ net wor ks 

Pol i cy t ak i ng 

or gani zat i ons/ net wor ks 

 

Level  

I nt er nat i onal    I nt er nat i onal  

Eur opean   Eur opean  

Count r y1   Count r y1 

Count r y2 Mi ni st r y  X 

Lobby Y 

 

Or gani zat i onX  

Or gani zat i onY  

Or gani zat i onZ 

Count r y2 

Count r y3   Count r y3 

Count r y4   Count r y4 

Nat i onal  

 

Count r y5   Count r y5 

Nat i onal   

 

Ci t yA   Ci t yA 

Ci t yB   Ci t yB 

Ci t yC   Ci t yC 

Count r y1 

 

Ci t yD   Ci t yD 

Count r y1 

 

Ci t yA   Ci t yA 

Ci t yB   Ci t yB 

Count r y2 

 

Ci t yC   Ci t yC 

Count r y2 

 

Local   

Count r y3 Ci t yA   Ci t yA Count r y3 

Local   

 

 

Fi gur e 3 

 

 The opposi t i on bet ween nor m and count er - nor m i s  pr esent  on 

each l evel :  

•  on t he l ocal  l evel  when t her e i s  a conf l i c t  i nsi de t he 

i nst i t ut i on,  f or  exampl e about  augment at i on of  t ui t i on f ees ;  

•  on t he nat i onal  l evel ,  when new l aws or  decr ees ar e negot i at ed 

bet ween t he mi ni s t r y,  t he r ect or s and t he s t udent s ( I  r ef er  her e 

par t i cul ar l y  t o t he l aws and decr ees i mpl ement i ng t he Bol ogna 

Pr ocess i n t he di f f er ent  st at es and whi ch of t en wer e subj ect ed t o 
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cr i t i cs because t hey i nt r oduced measur es consi der ed as 

commodi f i cat i ng educat i on and abusi ng t he Bol ogna Pr ocess ( aut onomy 

of  uni ver s i t i es,  i nt r oduct i on or  augment at i on of  t ui t i on f ees) ;  

•  on t he Eur opean l evel ,  when t her e ar e di scuss i ons bet ween t he 

Eur opean Commi ss i on ( whi ch spr eads mar ket  i deol ogy) ,  Eur opean 

educat i on mi ni st er s counci l  ( whose member s have di ver se opi ni ons but  

can not  i gnor e t he evol ut i ons) ,  ESI B st udent s ( l ar gel y  def endi ng a 

publ i c  HE)  and EUA9 r ect or s ( whi ch pr omot e hi s  member s ’  i nt er est s  i n 

t he Eur opean uni ver s i t y mar ket )  ;  

•  on a wor l d scal e,  when t he Wor l d Educat i on For um meet s t o 

el abor at es s t r at egi es agai nst  t he i nt r oduct i on of  educat i on i n t he 

GATS agr eement ,  whi ch t hey s t r ongl y condemns.  

 

a.  Di f f usi on of  t he nor m 

 

The omni pr esence of  t he nor m i n t he soci al  wor l d,  al so v i s i bl e 

i n t he count er - nor m whi ch opposes t o i t ,  l eads me t o quest i on t he 

or i gi n and t he di f f usi on mechani sm of  t hat  nor m. 10  

�

The nor m f i r s t  and f or emost  c i r cul at es ver t i cal l y  and on a 

t op- down way,  on t he l ef t - hand s i de of  t he di agr am col our ed i n 

or ange.  Nor ms ar e descendi ng f ol l owi ng t er r i t or i al  pol i cymaki ng 

scal es:  f r om a t r ansnat i onal  scal e or  even a wor l d scal e 

( i nst i t ut i ons and i nt er nat i onal  or gani zat i ons)  t o a r egi onal  l evel  

( EU)  and t hen a nat i onal  l evel  ( nat i onal  l aws)  t o end up on a 

r egi onal  or  l ocal  scal e ( uni ver s i t i es)  and f i nal l y  i ns i de t he 

uni ver si t i es ( f acul t i es and depar t ment s) .  Scal es can be ski pped 

( i nf l uence of  i nt er nat i onal  i nst i t ut i ons di r ect l y  on some count r i es 

wi t hout  t he i nt er vent i on of  t he EU;  r el at i onshi ps bet ween,  t he EU 

and t he Regi ons wi t hout  i nt er vent i on of  t he nat i onal  l evel )  and some 

i ndi vi dual s can be pr esent  t o di f f er ent  l evel s  ( l i ke t he r ect or s 

whi ch def end t hei r  i nt er est s  at  t he nat i onal  l evel  but  ar e al so 

i mpl ement i ng new pol i c i es on t he l ocal  l evel  i n t hei r  i nst i t ut i ons) .  

The same educat i on pol i cy par adi gm i s  t hus di f f used t hr ough t he 

di ver se el i t es.  I  shal l  her e r ecal l  t he concept  of  “ pol i cy t r ansf er "  

def i ned by D.  Dol owi t z  and D.  Mar sh as:  « t he pr ocess by whi ch 

knowl edge of  pol i ci es,  admi ni st r at i ve ar r angement s,  i nst i t ut i ons and 

i deas i n one pol i t i cal  syst em ( past  or  pr esent )  i s  used i n t he 

9 EUA ( Eur opean Uni ver si t y Associ at i on)  i s t he l obby of  t he Eur opean 
uni ver si t i es r ect or s and a consul t at i ve member  of  t he Bol ogna Pr ocess.  
10 The t opi c of  t he nor mat i ve di f f usi on mechani sm i s vast  and I  had t o wor k  
l ooki ng f or  i nt er sect i ons bet ween cl ues and hypot heses.    
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devel opment  of  pol i ci es,  admi ni st r at i ve ar r angement s,  i nst i t ut i ons 

and i deas i n anot her  pol i t i cal  syst em.  » 11 

 

Di f f er ent  el ement s sust ai n t he evi dence f or  t hi s  di f f usi on 

mechani sm.  Fi r st  t he i ndi r ect  cont r ol  exer t ed by OECD12 on 

gover nment al  pol i ci es i n gener al  and HE pol i ci es i n par t i cul ar .  

Gover nment s f ear  bad r anki ng and act  i n st r i ct  congr uence wi t h OECD 

r ecommendat i ons.  I n t he end,  OECD f ur ni shes t hem new ar gument s 

j ust i f yi ng publ i c  act i on.  I n t he speci f i c  case of  educat i on,  i f  t he 

mi ss i on of  uni ver si t i es i n t he XI Xt h cent ur y was exal t i ng Nat i on 

t hr ough l i t er at ur e and r omant i c  hi s t or y  and pr oduci ng pat r i ot i c  

i ndi vi dual s,  nowadays t he t aboo on nat i onal i sm and pr ot ect i oni sm 

cur r ent  s i nce Wor l d War  I I  made t hese mi ssi ons obsol et e.  Tr ade 

shoul d ensur e peace as Kant  sai d and t he onl y  way seems t o be 

economi c l i ber al i sm – even mor e s i nce t he col l apse of  t he communi st  

exper i ment .  I n t he end t he OECD advocat es f or  a t ot al  mat er i al i sm 

( t he i ndi v i dual  pr oduces i n or der  t o consume)  guar ant eei ng 

pr osper i t y  and peace by a l i ber al ,  i nnovat i ve,  knowl edge- based 

gl obal  economy.  

Let ’ s st r ess t hat  UNESCO wor ks s t i l l  mor e wi t h OECD.  The t wo 

or gani zat i ons publ i shed i n Apr i l  2003 Fi nanci ng Educat i on – 

I nvest ment s and Ret ur ns ,  a s t udy exami ni ng how educat i on l evel  of  

wor kf or ce i s  r el at ed t o economi c gr owt h i n 16 emer gent  economi es and 

concl udi ng t hat  i nvest i ng i n educat i on,  at  al l  l evel s ,  i s  hi ghl y 

benef i ci al  i n t er ms of  nat i onal  and i ndi v i dual  weal t h. 13 Bot h 

i nst i t ut i ons t oget her  have al so publ i shed i n December  2005 

" UNESCO/ OECD gui del i nes on " Qual i t y  pr ov i s i on i n cr oss- bor der  hi gher  

educat i on"  t o t he at t ent i on of  publ i c  aut hor i t i es,  HE i nst i t ut i ons,  

qual i t y assur ance or gani sms,  homol ogat i on i nst i t ut i ons and st udent s ’  

associ at i ons,  i n t he cont ext  of  gr owt h of  cr oss- bor der  educat i on 

dur i ng t he l est  20t h l ast  ( mor e mobi l i t y ,  br anch campuses,  I nt er net  

11 DOLOWI TZ,  D. ,  AND MARSH,  D. ,  « Lear ni ng f r om abr oad :  t he r ol e of  pol i cy 
t r ansf er  i n cont empor ar y pol i cy  maki ng »,  Gouver nance,  13 ( 1) ,  p. 5,  c i t ed 
i n ENOS- ATTALI ,  S. ,  JÖNSSON,  A. ,  AND SHEPPARD,  E. ,  « Phénomènes de conver gence 
dans un cont ext e eur opéen.  Quel  r ôl e pour  l ’ eur opéani sat i on ? »,  
cont r i but i on t o t he st udy day « Eur opéani sat i on des pol i t i ques publ i ques et  
i nt égr at i on eur opéenne »,  Ecol e doct or al e de l ’ I EP de Par i s,  13 Febr uar y 
2004,  ht t p: / / www. sci ences- po. par i s. f r ,  p. 24.  
12 UNESCO coul d have pl ayed t hi s par t  but  does not  have enough f i nanci al  
r esour ces i n or der  t o do t hi s.  US deser t i on dur i ng 12 year s unt i l  2004 cost  
a l ot  t o t he i nst i t ut i on.  
13 EURYDI CE,  Educat i on i n t he News :  Eur ope,  n° 23,  Apr i l  2003,  p. 2 ;  sour ce :  
« I nvest i ng i n Educat i on Pays Ri ch Di vi dends,  UNESCO/ OECD St udy Conf i r ms »,  
ht t p: / / www. oecd. or g/ EN/ document / 0, , EN- document - 590- 17- no- 12- 39002-
590, 00. ht ml ,  08/ 04/ 2003.  
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educat i on) . 14 The wor k of  UNESCO,  an i nst i t ut i on cr eat ed t o deal  wi t h 

educat i on mat t er s,  i s  t hus comi ng c l oser  f r om OECD’ s one,  whose 

t opi c  was i n t he begi nni ng st r i ct l y  economi c:  UNESCO i s  wor ki ng wi t h 

OECD – and not  t he opposi t e.  

Net wor ki ng of  el i t es and exper t s occur s i n t hi s  cont ext :  

“ Cr eat i on of  t r ansnat i onal  i nst i t ut i ons f or  consul t at i on,  exper t i se,  

eval uat i on or  i nf or mat i on cont r i but es t o accent uat e cooper at i on of  

act or s par t i ci pat i ng i n t he el abor at i on of  new pol i t i cal  sol ut i ons 

or  t o r ef or mul at e publ i c act i on i n di f f er ent  nat i onal  cases.  Capabl e 

of  shar i ng t he same mot i vat i ons,  i nf or mat i on and exper t i se on a 

gi ven t opi c ,  t hese act or s convey a common vi si on of  a gi ven publ i c  

pr obl em,  t hen di f f used t o pol i cymaker s of  di f f er ent  count r i es. ” 15 

 These mechani sms ar e si mi l ar  t o what  has been cal l ed by 

Di Maggi o and Powel l  as « nor mat i ve pr essur es » i . e.  pr essur es 

under l ai n by a cogni t i ve basi s common t o t he di f f er ent  t r ansnat i onal  

act or s. 16 The di f f usi on al so pr opagat es i t sel f  f r om ever y member  of  

t he net wor k,  t hat  di st r i but es wi t hi n i t s  own deci si on- maki ng ar ea 

t he same l ogi cs and nor ms of  act i on. 17 

That  woul d put  a name on t he f act  t hat  t he OECD “ i nf l uences [ …]  

t he Eur opean Commi ss i on t hat  of t en onl y copy- past es"  i t s  t ext s.  The 

f ashi onabl e t hemes among t he Eur opean per sons r esponsi bl e of  t he 

educat i on such as “ knowl edge economy” ,  “ l ear ni ng economy” ,  “ l ear ni ng 

or gani zat i on” ,  “ l i f el ong l ear ni ng” ,  ar e mer e r esumpt i ons of  not i ons 

el abor at ed by t he OECD. ” 18 The Eur opean Uni on woul d i t sel f  pl ay a 

r ol e i n t he obser vabl e mechani sms of  i mi t at i on.  Fi r s t  on t he f ashi on of  

t he net wor k of  exper t s  t hat  I  have j ust  gi ven:  “ i nt r oduci ng,  

14 REPRESAS,  S. ,  « UNESCO e OCDE exi gem novas r egr as no ensi no 
i nt er naci onal  »,  Di ar i o economi co,  13 December  2005,   
ht t p: / / www. di ar i oeconomi co. com/ edi ci on/ di ar i o_economi co/ edi ci on_i mpr esa/ uni
ver si dades / pt / desar r ol l o/ 599557. ht ml ,  15/ 02/ 2006,  and OCDE/ UNESCO,  
« Li gnes di r ect r i ces OCDE/ UNESCO pour  des pr est at i ons de qual i t é dans 
l ' ensei gnement  supér i eur  t r ansf r ont al i er  »,  5 December  2005,   
ht t p: / / www. oecd. or g/ document / 37/ 0, 2340, en_2649_ 
201185_35793253_1_1_1_1, 00. ht ml ,  15/ 02/ 2006.  
15 ENOS- ATTALI ,  S. ,  JÖNSSON,  A. ,  AND SHEPPARD,  E. ,  « Phénomènes de conver gence 
dans un cont ext e eur opéen.  Quel  r ôl e pour  l ’ eur opéani sat i on ? »,  
cont r i but i on t o t he st udy day « Eur opéani sat i on des pol i t i ques publ i ques et  
i nt égr at i on eur opéenne »,  Ecol e doct or al e de l ’ I EP de Par i s,  13 Febr uar y 
2004,  ht t p: / / www. sci ences- po. par i s. f r ,  p. 28.  Tr ansl at ed f r om Fr ench.  A 
subdi vi si on of  t hi s t ype of  mechani sms i s t he di f f usi on of  a gi ven 
concept i on of  t he t opi c and of  whi ch act i ons shoul d be done by t he act or s 
havi ng an i nt er est  i n t he di f f usi on,  l i ke advocacy coal i t i ons ( Paul  
Sabat i er ) ,  mul t i nat i onal  compani es,  associ at i ons or  non gover nment al  
i nt er est  gr oups,  i nt er nat i onal  or gani zat i ons et c.  ( p. 29) .  
16 ENOS- ATTALI ,  S. ,  JÖNSSON,  A. ,  AND SHEPPARD,  E. ,  « Phénomènes… »,  op.  ci t . ,  
p. 28.  
17 EI D. ,  p. 28.  
18 LAVAL,  CHR. ,  AND WEBER,  L. ,  DI R. ,  Le nouvel  or dr e éducat i f  mondi al .  OMC,  
Banque mondi al e,  OCDE,  Commi ssi on eur opéenne,  Nouveaux Regar ds – Syl l epse,  
2002 p. 77.  Tr ansl at ed f r om Fr ench.  
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coor di nat i ng and f i nanci ng net wor ks of  exper t s  or  el i t es t o t he 

Communi t y  l evel ,  [ t he communi t y  i nst i t ut i ons]  cont r i but e act i vel y  t o 

t he pr ol i f er at i on of  such f or ms of  i nt el l ect ual  cooper at i on.  [ …]  t he 

communi t y l evel  i s  t her ef or e suscept i bl e t o i nt er vene t o encour age 

t he pr ogr ess of  publ i c  pol i c i es i n t he member  count r i es t o evol ve i n 

a same di r ect i on. ” 19 

I  r ef er  t o t he semi nar i es and meet i ngs ani mat ed by t he 

Commi ssi on ar ound t he Bol ogna Pr ocess,  i n a spi r i t  of  open met hod of  

coor di nat i on.  Then,  as i t  i s  s t r essed by Enos- At t al i ,  Jönsson and 

Sheppar d,  “ i t  i s  di f f i cul t  t o di sr egar d t he r ol e of  t he EU 

compl et el y  i n t he mechani sms of  i mi t at i on :  i f  t he pol i t i cal  

deci si on- maker s on t he nat i onal  l evel  appear  as t he essent i al  act or s 

behi nd t hese st eps,  [ …]  t hese deci s i on- maker s act  anyway i n a 

Eur opean space.  Ther ef or e one can t hi nk t he Eur opean i nt egr at i on 

cont r i but es t o t he s t ar t i ng poi nt  of  t he i mi t at i on mechani sm,  on t he 

one hand whi l e cr eat i ng mul t i pl e oppor t uni t i es of  cont act  and 

exchanges bet ween pol i t i cal  deci si on- maker s of  di f f er ent  member  

count r i es and,  on t he ot her  hand,  whi l e maki ng mor e vi si bl e 

di f f er ent  pol i t i cal  sol ut i ons i mpl ement ed i n t he count r i es member s 

of  t he EU or  advocat ed di r ect l y  by t he EU.  We f i nd agai n t hi s  shape 

of  act i on t o t he ver y hear t  of  t he i nst r ument s devel oped on t he 

Communi t y l evel  si nce t he l ast  decade" ,  t hi s  i s:  open met hod of  

coor di nat i on,  benchmar ki ng and di f f usi on of  good pr act i ces. 20 

Fr om t he exampl es t r eat ed i n t hei r  ar t i c l e ( soci al  pol i ci es i n 

di r ect i on of  t he f ami l i es,  pol i c i es of  def ence,  f or ei gn secur i t y 

pol i cy) ,  aut hor s concl ude “ t hat  t he EU act i vel y  and del i ber at el y 

par t i c i pat es t o encour age mi mesi s  pr ocesses i n or der  t o f avour  a 

pr ogr ess i ve and vol unt ar i l y har moni zat i on of  t he pol i c i es dr i ven by 

i t s member s count r i es. ” 21 

Br uno Jober t  l i ght ens up t he symmet r i cal  par t  of  t hi s  

nor m di f f usi on whi l e unvei l i ng t he r easons f or  Eur opean el i t es 

t o conver t  t o neo- l i ber al i sm advocat ed by t he OECD amongst  

ot her s:  " t he r ecei pt  of  neo- l i ber al i sm i n t he gover nment al  

pr act i ces [ …]  depends [ …]  f i r st  of  t he l evel  of  wear  of  t he 

pol i cy f or mul as t hat  or i ent ed unt i l  t hen t he pol i t i cal  

exchanges.  [ …]  The degr ee of  r ecept i veness t o t he neo-

l i ber al i sm doesn' t  seem t o depend t oo nar r owl y on t he 

19 ENOS- ATTALI ,  S. ,  JÖNSSON,  A. ,  AND SHEPPARD,  E. ,  « Phénomènes… »,  op.  ci t . ,  
p. 29.  
���

EI D. ,  p. 27.  
21 EI D. ,  p. 28.   
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i deol ogi cal  or i ent at i on of  t he gover ni ng par t i es.  [ …]  Thi s  

way,  t he That cher i an vol unt ar i sm i s wor t hy of  t he di s i l l usi ons 

caused by t he i nabi l i t y  of  t he ol d model s t o st op t he economi c  

decl i ne.  I n t he same way i t  i s  t he obl i gat i on t o submi t  t o I MF 

i nj unct i ons t o adj ust  some f i nanc i al  gr owi ng di f f i cul t i es who 

dr ove t he Fr ench soci al i st  gover nment  t o a r adi cal  r evi s i on of  

i t s  st r at egy.  [ …]  The neo- l i ber al i sm pr edomi nant l y pr esent s  

i t sel f  l i ke a power f ul  set  of  ar gument s bet ween t he hands of  

pol i t i cal  act or s ai mi ng t o modi f y  t he t er ms of  t he pol i t i cal  

exchanges i n t he name of  a nat i onal  sur vi val  r equi r ement . ”  22 

Besi des,  t hi s conver si on t o t he neo- l i ber al i sm comes 

gener al l y f r om “ t he ol d el i t es  t hat ,  of t en wi t h success ,  

l ooked f or  per pet uat i ng t hei r  i nf l uence,  even i f  t hey had t o 

modi f y t he or i ent at i ons of  i t .  The pr omot er s of  neo- l i ber al i sm 

ar e most l y r epent ant  t ouched by  t he gr ace of  t hi s new ver b 

[ …] . ” 23  

These f i ndi ngs conf i r m t he v i s i on accor di ng t o whi ch t he 

i mi t at i on " of  t he pr ogr ams,  t he sol ut i ons or  t he nor ms of  act i on 

havi ng had success i n anot her  count r y  or  pol i t i cal  syst em ( or ,  on 

t he cont r ar y,  [ …]  t he l essons f r om t he exper i ences t hat  have 

f unct i oned l ess wel l  el sewher e) "  appear  t o be i nt er est i ng f or  t he 

deci si on- maker s " i n a phase of  assessment  of  t he act i ons l ed i n t he 

past ,  and i n a phase of  r ef or mul at i on of  t he sol ut i ons. ” 24 

 For  Di Maggi o and Powel l ,  t he choi ce f or  « i somor phous mi mesi s » 

“ emanat es f r om an uncer t ai nt y  t hat ,  f el t  at  a gi ven t i me by 

or gani zat i ons,  woul d i nc i t e t hese t o model  t hemsel ves on ot her  

or gani zat i ons val ued as mor e l egi t i mat e or  successf ul . ” 25 The cont ext  

of  pr esent  pol i t i cal  uncer t ai nt y  expl ai ns t her ef or e why,  f or  a l ot  

of  dec i s i on- maker s,  t he neo- l i ber al  opt i on const i t ut es t he onl y  

al t er nat i ve.  Beyond nat i onal  pol i t i cal  el i t es,  some even say,  i n a 

Mar x i s t  per spect i ve,  t hat  t her e i s a gl obal  “ t r ansnat i onal  

capi t al i st  c l ass” .  For  Wi l l i am I .  Robi nson and Jer r y  Har r i s  f or  

exampl e,  « A t r ansnat i onal  capi t al i s t  c l ass ( TCC)  has emer ged as 

t hat  segment  of  t he wor l d bour geoi s i e t hat  r epr esent s t r ansnat i onal  

capi t al ,  t he owner s of  t he l eadi ng wor l dwi de means of  pr oduct i on as 

22 JOBERT,  B. ,  DI R. ,  Le t our nant  néo- l i bér al  en Eur ope,  Par i s,  L’ Har mat t an,  
1994,  pp. 18- 19.  
23 JOBERT,  B. ,  DI R. ,  Le t our nant  néo- l i bér al  en Eur ope,  Par i s,  L’ Har mat t an,  
1994,  p. 15.  
���

ENOS- ATTALI ,  S. ,  JÖNSSON,  A. ,  AND SHEPPARD,  E. ,  « Phénomènes… »,  op.  ci t . ,  p. 26.
���

EI D. ,  p. 26.  
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embodi ed i n t he t r ansnat i onal  cor por at i ons and pr i vat e f i nanci al  

i nst i t ut i ons.  [ …]  The TCC became pol i t i c i zed f r om t he 1970s i nt o t he 

1990s and has pur sued a c l ass pr oj ect  of  capi t al i st  gl obal i zat i on 

i nst i t ut i onal i zed i n an emer gent  t r ans- nat i onal  s t at e appar at us and 

i n a " Thi r d Way"  pol i t i cal  pr ogr am.  » 26  

Thi s  vi si on of  t he t hi ngs means t o show a r eal i t y  pass i ng t he 

nat i onal  set t i ng,  t o whi ch Pi er r e Mul l er  gi ves a par t i cul ar  

at t ent i on whi l e under l i ni ng f or  exampl e t hat  " t he l egi t i macy of  t he 

neo- l i ber al  pr ogr am depended on t he capaci t y  i t s  pr omot er s t o f i nd 

some cor r espondent s i n t he symbol i c  s t ock of  t he di f f er ent  nat i onal  

cul t ur es :  t he r eact i vat i on of  t he ol d l i ber al  i deas i n Gr eat -

Br i t ai n,  of  t he r epubl i can i dea i n Fr ance,  was mor e pr opi t i ous t o 

t he r ecept i on of  t hi s  pr ogr amme,  t han t he or do- l i ber al  Ger man 

t r adi t i on or  t hat  t he i nt er vent i oni st  consensus shar ed bet ween 

gover ni ng par t i es and communi st  par t y  i n I t al y.  [ …]  I n t he case of  

Gr eat - Br i t ai n,  t he i nnovat i ve i mpul se f i r s t  r esi des i n t he 

gover nment  hi msel f  t hat  dr ew i t s  exper t i se f r om pr i vat e 

i nst i t ut i ons,  t he f amous  neo- conser vat i ve t hi nk t anks [ . . . ]  

El sewher e,  t he most  meani ngf ul  i mpul se t owar ds neo- l i ber al i sm r at her  

comes f r om t he exper t s  who pr ovi de sol ut i ons and new ‘ r ec i pes ’  f or  

t he net wor ks of  t he monet ar y and economi c pol i t i cs .  Thei r  i nf l uence 

[ …]  [ can be assessed]  i n t he i mposi t i on of  a set  of  const r ai nt s 

[ . . . ]  Her e pr evai l s  t hus a pr ocess of  enci r c l i ng t he management - l i ke 

neo- l i ber al i sm car r i ed by t he economi st s  of  St at e i n Fr ance,  by t he 

I t al i an pr of essor i  or  by t he exper t s  of  t he Mi ni s t r y  of  t he Ger man 

economy. ” 27 

 

On t he opposi t e,  Robi nson et  Har r i s  s t r ess t he de- t er r i t or i al i zat i on 

of  t he r ul i ng cl ass28 :  « The t r adi t i onal  assumpt i on by Mar x i s t s  t hat  

26 ROBI NSON,  W.  I . ,  AND HARRI S,  J. ,  « Towar ds A Gl obal  Rul i ng Cl ass ? 
Gl obal i zat i on and t he Tr ansnat i onal  Capi t al i st  Cl ass »,  Sci ence and 
Soci et y ,  vol .  64,  Spr i ng 2000,  p. 11.  
27 JOBERT,  B. ,  DI R. ,  Le t our nant  néo- l i bér al  en Eur ope,  Par i s,  L’ Har mat t an,  
1994,  pp. 16- 17.  
28 Aut hor s use t he wor d “ cl ass”  because t hey poi nt  t he exi st ence of  a common 
soci al i zat i on f or  t hi s gr oup of  deci si on- maker s :  « The Tr ansnat i onal  St at e 
has been one i mpor t ant  f or um of  t r ansnat i onal  cl ass soci al i zat i on,  as have 
wor l d cl ass uni ver si t i es,  t r ansnat i onal l y or i ent ed t hi nk t anks,  t he l eadi ng 
bour geoi s f oundat i ons,  such as Har var d ‘ s School  of  I nt er nat i onal  Busi ness,  
t he For d and Car negi e Foundat i ons,  pol i cy pl anni ng gr oups such as t he 
Counci l  on For ei gn Rel at i ons,  and son on.  » ( p. 19)  The Wor l d Economi c  For um 
r epr esent s t he qui nt essence of  t he cl ass soci al i zat i on i nst i t ut i on ( i n t hi s 
case t he cl ass bei ng t he TCC,  t r ansnat i onal  capi t al i st  c l ass)  :  accor di ng 
t o van der  Pi j l ,  t he WEF pr esent s st r i ct  admi ssi on cr i t er i a t hat  pr eser ve 
i t s peer  char act er  .  ( VAN DER PI JL,  K. ,  « The i nt er nat i onal  l evel  »,  i n 
BOTTOMORE,  T. ,  AND BRYM,  R.  J. ,  ÉD. ,  The Capi t al i st  Cl ass :  An I nt er nat i onal  
St udy ,  New Yor k,  New Yor k Uni ver si t y Pr ess,  1998,  p. 133. )  The WEF i s f or med 
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t he capi t al i st  cl ass i s  by t heor et i cal  f i at  or gani zed i n nat i on-

st at es and dr i ven by t he dynami cs of  nat i onal  capi t al i st  compet i t i on 

and st at e r i val r i es needs t o be modi f i ed. ” 29 That  “ hi s t or i c  bl oc”  

woul d be made of  “ t r ansnat i onal  cor por at i ons and f i nanci al  

i nst i t ut i ons,  t he el i t es t hat  manage t he supr anat i onal  economi c 

pl anni ng agenci es,  maj or  f or ces i n t he domi nant  pol i t i cal  par t i es,  

medi a congl omer at es,  and t echnocr at i c  el i t es and st at e manager s i n 

bot h Nor t h and Sout h” .  We pass t hus nat i onal  el i t es and t he aut hor s 

c l ear l y i ndi cat e,  accor di ng t o t he f i ndi ngs of  Lesl i e Skl ai r 30,  t hat  

t he TCC does not  const i t ut e t he col l usi on of  t he nat i onal  

capi t al i st i c  bour geoi si es,  because of  i t s  obj ect i ve and subj ect i ve 

posi t i on as wel l  as i t s  composi t i on. 31 Thi s  i s why t hey use t he t er m 

of  t r ansnat i onal  capi t al i s t  cl ass and non i nt er nat i onal  capi t al i s t  

c l ass.  Ref usi ng i nt er gover nment al  appr oaches,  t he paper  i nt ends t o 

s t r ess a f undament al  and qual i t at i vel y  new phenomenon.  One woul d 

have at t ended t he emer gence of  t r ansnat i onal  f r act i ons wi t hi n t he 

domi nant  l ocal  gr oups si nce t he year s 70,  and t hese f r act i ons woul d 

have t aken t he power  i n t he year s 80 and 90:  “ They have capt ur ed t he 

" commandi ng hei ght s"  of  s t at e pol i cy maki ng :  key mi ni s t r i es and 

bur eaucr ac i es i n t he pol i cymaki ng appar at us – especi al l y  Cent r al  

Banks,  f i nance and f or ei gn mi ni s t r i es – as key gover nment  br anches 

t hat  l i nk count r i es t o t he gl obal  economy.  They have used nat i onal  

of  « t he CEOs of  t he t op 1000 TNCs ( t hi s component  body i s known as 
" Foundat i on Member s"  and i s t he cor e of  t he WEF)  ;  r epr esent at i ves f r om 100 
of  t he most  i nf l uent i al  medi a gr oups wor l dwi de ( " Wor l d Medi a Leader s" )  ;  
key pol i cymaker s f r om nat i onal  gover nment s ar ound t he wor l d and f r om 
i nt er nat i onal  or gani zat i ons ( " Wor l d Economi c Leader s" )  ;  sel ect  academi cs  
and exper t s f r om pol i t i cal ,  economi c,  sci ent i f i c,  soci al  and t echnol ogi cal  
f i el ds ( " For um Fel l ows" ) ;  and so on.  " A body of  t hi s scope cl ear l y has not  
exi st ed bef or e" ,  obser ves van der  Pi j l .  " I t  i s a t r ue I nt er nat i onal  of  
capi t al .  » ( p. 19)  However  t hi s « cl ass » has i nt er n di sagr eement s,  bet ween  
conser vat or s of  f r ee mar ket  def endi ng gl obal  l ai ssez- f ai r e ( t hey even ask  
f or  abol i t i on of  MF)  and a nonr evi sed ver si on of  t he Washi ngt on consensus ;  
neo- l i ber al  st r uct ur al i st s advocat e f or  t he adapt at i on of  t hi s consensus by 
t he means of  t he act i on of  a super spet r uct ur e st abi l i z i ng vol at i l i t y of  t he 
wor l d f i nanci al  syst em ( i t  i s t he mor e numer ous gr oup,  i ncl udi ng Bi l l  
Cl i nt on,  Geor ge Bush ( Juni or  et  Seni or ) ,  Mi chel  Camdessus,  Geor ge Sor os,  
et c. )  ;  and t he neo- l i ber al  r egul at i oni st s,  who pr opose a post - Washi ngt on 
consensus and advocat e f or  a l ar ge st abi l i zat i on and secur i zat i on of  t he 
pol i t i cal  syst em.  But  even t he l ast  ones do not  pr opose a new ki nd of  
Keynesi ani sm or  r edi st r i but i on mechani sms or  st at e cont r ol  syst em.
29 ROBI NSON,  W.  I . ,  AND HARRI S,  J. ,  « Towar ds A Gl obal  Rul i ng Cl ass ? 
Gl obal i zat i on and t he Tr ansnat i onal  Capi t al i st  Cl ass »,  Sci ence and 
Soci et y ,  vol .  64,  Spr i ng 2000,  p. 11.  
30 See SKLAI R,  L. ,  Soci ol ogy of  t he Gl obal  Syst em,  Bal t i mor e,  Johns Hopki ns  
Uni ver si t y Pr ess,  1998,  or  SKLAI R,  L. ,  « The Tr ansnat i onal  Capi t al i st  Cl ass 
and Gl obal  Capi t al i sm :  The Case of  t he Tobacco I ndust r y »,  Pol i t i cal  Power  
and Soci al  Theor i es ,  n° 12,  pp.  3- 43.  
31 ROBI NSON,  W.  I . ,  AND HARRI S,  J. ,  « Towar ds A Gl obal  Rul i ng Cl ass ? 
Gl obal i zat i on and t he Tr ansnat i onal  Capi t al i st  Cl ass »,  Sci ence and 
Soci et y ,  vol .  64,  Spr i ng 2000,  p. 13.  
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st at e appar at uses t o advance gl obal i zat i on and t o pur sue sweepi ng 

economi c r est r uct ur i ng and t he di smant l i ng of  t he ol d nat i on- st at e-

based Keynesi an wel f ar e and devel opment al i st  pr oj ect s .  They have 

sought  wor l dwi de mar ket  l i ber al i zat i on ( f ol l owi ng t he neo- l i ber al  

model )  and pr oj ect s  of  economi c i nt egr at i on such as t he Nor t h 

Amer i can Fr ee Tr ade Agr eement  ( NAFTA) ,  t he Asi a Paci f i c  Economi c 

Cooper at i on ( APEC)  f or um,  and t he Eur opean Uni on.  They have pr omot ed 

a supr a- nat i onal  i nf r ast r uct ur e of  t he gl obal  economy,  such as t he 

Wor l d Tr ade Or gani zat i on [ …] ” 32 

A t r ansnat i onal  st at e,  not  yet  cent r al i zed,  i s  even emer gi ng 

accor di ng t o t he aut hor s.  I t  woul d consi st  of   t he t r ansf or med St at e 

Nat i on as wel l  as of  t he supr anat i onal  economi c f or ums ( I MF,  Wor l d 

Bank,  WTO,  r egi onal  banks,  Wor l d Economi c For um,  et c. )  and t he 

supr anat i onal  pol i t i cal  f or ums ( G7,  r ecent  G22,  Uni t ed Nat i ons,  

OECD,  EU,  OSCE et c. ) . 33 The pr ogr am pr oduced by t hi s  new el i t e 

pr omot es a pol i t i cal  and economi c r est r uct ur i ng cent r ed on mar ket  

l i ber al i zat i on ( ‘ Washi ngt on consensus’ ) ,  and whose expr essi on i s  f or  

exampl e t he begi nni ng of  t he st r uct ur al  adj ust ment  pol i ci es i mposed 

t o t he Sout her n count r i es f r om 1982 on ( WTO Summi t  of  Cancun,  

Mexi co) .  

I  t hi nk t hat  t hese appr oaches ar e not  i ncompat i bl e.  We woul d 

have on t he one si de a t r ansnat i onal  el i t e gr oup evol v i ng i n l ar gel y 

de- t er r i t or i al i zed cont ext s ,  and on t he ot her  s i de,  nat i onal  el i t es 

gr adual l y  conver t ed t o t he i deas of  t hat  “ c l ass”  di f f us i ng i t s  i deas 

i n t he abovement i oned i nst i t ut i ons and gr oups.  
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 Var i ous addi t i onal  movement s compl ement  t hi s  ver t i cal  

di f f us i on,  not abl y  hor i zont al  hal o ef f ect s  bet ween act or s of  t he 

l ef t  amount  of  t he scal e,  col our ed i n pur pl e.  The f i r s t  possi bi l i t y  

i s  t he di f f us i on f r om a l ocal  conf i gur at i on t o anot her ,  l i ke when a 

good “ r ec i pe”  i s  i mi t at ed f r om a Uni ver s i t y  t o anot her .  For  exampl e,  

i n Januar y 2003,  t he Por t uguese gover nment  announced t he 

i mpl ement at i on of  a MI T pol e i n t he Sci ence and Technol ogy Facul t y  

of  t he Li sbon Uni ver si dade Nova ( t he pol e i s  dedi cat ed t o 

post gr aduat e educat i on) . 34 

32 EI D. ,  p. 18.  
33 ROBI NSON,  W.  I . ,  AND HARRI S,  J. ,  « Towar ds A Gl obal  Rul i ng Cl ass ?,  op.  ci t . ,  
p. 18.  
34 X. ,  « MI T em Por t ugal  »,  ht t p: / / ww. esupmet abl og. bl ogspot . com,  3 Januar y  
2006,  f r om QUEI ROS,  M. ,  « Uni ver si dades cont est am at r asos no Pl ano 
Tecnol ógi co e Bol onha »,  Di ar i o economi co,  3 Januar y 2006,  
ht t p: / / di ar i oeconomi co. sapo. pt / edi ci on/ di ar i o_economi co/ edi ci on_i mpr esa/ uni
ver si dades/ pt / desar  r ol l o/ 605225. ht ml ,  06/ 03/ 2006.  
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Anot her  poss i bi l i t y i s  t he di f f us i on f or m a s t at e t o anot her .  

I t  i s  t he case when peer  pr essur e mechani sms and best  pr act i ces 

di f f us i on occur ,  l i ke i n t he Bol ogna Pr ocess.  A Bel gi an s t udent  

r epr esent at i ve act i ve i n ESI B at  t he t i me t ol d me a ver y i nt er est i ng 

s t or y.  Bef or e t he Summi t  of  t he mi ni st er s of  t he educat i on i n 

Ber gen,  t he possi bi l i t y  of  publ i cat i on i n t he pr ess of  a map showi ng 

wi t h a col our  ( gr een,  or ange,  r ed)  t he pr ogr ess of  t he 

i mpl ement at i on of  t he Bol ogna Pr ocess i n ever y member  count r y 

pr ovoked pani c  amongst  mi ni s t r i es of  t he or ange-  and r ed- col our ed 

count r i es:  “ Ther e was al l  t hat  st or y of  t he st ockt ak i ng wi t h al l  t he 

col our s :  gr een,  or ange,  r ed… Wel l  t her e was t hi s  val uat i on t hat  was 

done,  by a wor k i ng gr oup once agai n,  wher e ever ybody was 

r epr esent ed,  and whi ch had,  accor di ng t o quest i onnai r es t hat  ever y 

admi ni st r at i on of  ever y count r y  had sent  back t o t he gr oup et c. - -  

col our  codes wer e at t r i but ed t o t he count r i es.  And i ndeed t her e has 

been,  i n t he l ast  days,  t her e has been [ …]  cr i ses,  because,  f or  

exampl e,  t hey had been gi ven an or ange col our  whi l st  t he nei ghbour  

had had a l i ght  gr een col our  and t hat  was not  ok,  and t hat  

‘ f r ank l y ’ ,  t hat  ‘ how coul d we have a r ed col our  si nce we do 

ever yt hi ng ver y wel l ’  ;  ‘ and how i s  i t  t hat  t wo mont hs ago your  own 

admi ni st r at i on t ol d us t hat  you di d not  do anyt hi ng about  t hat  

t opi c?’  :  ‘ yes,  no,  but  i t  i s  because t hey ar e i ncompet ent ’  ;  wel l  

i t  was i ncr edi bl e.  [ …]  And t hey wer e scar y!  They wer e scar y t hat  i t  

woul d go i n t he newspaper s!  We had t he l ast  meet i ngs of  t he Bol ogna 

Fol l ow Up Gr oup Meet i ng and of  t he Boar d,  we had meet i ngs wher e 

peopl e wer e say i ng ‘ But  i f  i t  goes i n t he newspaper s,  my mi ni s t er  

wi l l  be ver y angr y,  no,  we must  pr event  t hat ,  we must  r emove t he 

col our s. ’  And I  t hi nk t hat  i ndeed one of  t he compr omi ses was t hat  we 

r emoved t he col our s.  So you had onl y  t he,  you see t he di f f er ent  

shades of  gr ey,  you see,  ver y dar k,  ver y cl ear ,  you coul dn’ t  see 

ver y wel l  anymor e,  you di dn’ t  see anyt hi ng!  [ l augh]  That  was what  

t hey expect ed obvi ousl y .  I t  was,  i t  was,  i t  was st agger i ng,  I  woul d 

not  have i magi ned t hat  t hey coul d be scar ed st i f f  on t hat .  So i t  

wor ks.  And t hat  was t he ai m of  cour se.  Because bef or e you had no 

such t hi ngs.  But  t her e you had t hat  t hi ng and I  can t el l  you… I t  was 

r enewed of  cour se… And one of  our  bi g successes i n Ber gen i s  t o have 

wi n t hat  t he soc i al  di mensi on wi l l  be i n t her e [ i n t he 

s t ockt ak i ng] . ” 35 The f ear  descr i bed i s a good r at i o of  t he s t r engt h 

of  peer  pr essur e oper at i ng i n t he Bol ogna Pr ocess.  

35 I nt er vi ew,  Br ussel s,  27 Febr uar y 2006.  
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 A ver t i cal  di f f us i on can occur  i ns i de of  t he pol i cy t aker s 

spher es ( col our ed i n bl ue) ,  i f  t he i nf or mat i on channel s  f unct i on 

wel l .  The penet r at i on of  i nf or mat i on i n l ocal  env i r onment  wi l l  

however  be di f f i cul t  i f  t he t opi c i s  i n di scussi on onl y  on an 

i nt er nat i onal  l evel  and i s  not  r eal l y  par t  of  t he l ocal  news ( i n 

par t i cul ar  i f  we consi der  t hat  a l ot  of  s t udent s’  r epr esent at i ves 

ar e el ect ed f or  one- year  t er ms) .  A del ay i n t he ci r cul at i on of  

i nf or mat i on and t he nor m seems al most  unavoi dabl e.  But  t he set t i ng 

up and t he consol i dat i on by t he pol i cy t aker s of  a r eact i ve speech 

( of t en opposi ng t he changes) ,  wi l l  sanct i on at  t he same t i me t he 

nor m.   

 
�

 Last ,  a hor i zont al  di f f us i on mor e or  l ess bel at ed,  col our ed 

i n gr een,  br i ngs t o t he knowl edge of  t he pol i cy t aker s t he new 

pol i cy or i ent at i ons.  Thi s  occur s dur i ng t he phases of  di scuss i on or  

i mpl ement at i on of  t he pol i c i es.  I t  i s  t he l ast  way f or  t he st udent s 

t o be i nf or med about  t he nor ms and pr ocesses.  Ti me t o t hi nk i s  

ext r emel y shor t  i f  no i nf or mat i on has been l ooked f or  bef or e.  Among 

ot her s,  SUD Et udi ant  Gr enobl e mi l i t ant s  decl ar ed t o me about  t he 

i ncr ease of  t he t ui t i on f ees i n uni ver si t i es:  “ t he st udent s don’ t  

want  t o bel i eve t hi s;  t hey bel i eve i t  onl y  when i t  happens t o 

t hem. ” 36 

 

b.  Obst acl es t o t he di f f us i on of  t he count er - nor m  

( di f f er enci at i on of  t he i nf or mat i on and v i s i ons of  t he wor l d 

and i t s consecut i ve weakness 

 

 Besi des t hi s ,  t he r i ght - hand si de of  t he di f f usi on scal e i s 

wel l  l ess st r uct ur ed t han t he l ef t - hand s i de one,  because t he 

i nf or mat i on c i r cul at es l ess wel l  t her e.  The channel s  of  

communi cat i on can i ndeed be damaged because of  i nt r a- gr oup 

concur r ence.  I t  i s t he case bet ween FEF and UNECOF,  t he t wo l egal l y 

r ecogni zed f eder at i ons of  st udent s i n Fr ench speaki ng Bel gi um,  whi ch 

ar e r i val  ( even i f  UNECOF pr esent s a r eal l y  l ower  pr of i l e i n t he 

pol i t i cal  wor l d and t he medi a,  i t s exi st ence i s  guar ant eed by t he 

i nt er est s  of  pol i t i ci ans t o have not  onl y  one i nt er l ocut or ) .  The t wo 

or gani zat i ons never  col l abor at e:  t he i nf or mat i on FEF r ecei ves f r om 

ESI B ( t he Eur opean f eder at i on whose FEF i s  a member  of ,  whi l s t  

36 Conver sat i on,  Gr enobl e,  Jul y 2006.  
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UNECOF i s  not )  i s  not  passed t o UNECOF.  The t r ansf er  occur s t hus 

onl y  vi a t he publ i c  websi t e of  FEF,  on whi ch ar e post ed summar i zed 

i nf or mat i on about  al l  t opi cs,  i ncl udi ng i nt er nat i onal  ones l i ke 

commodi f i cat i on and Bol ogna.  

 

 But  apar t  f r om t hi s concur r ence bet ween gr oups of  act i vi st s,  

we shoul d f i r st  and f or emost  consi der ,  i n or der  t o expl ai n t he 

di f f er ence of  st r uct ur e bet ween pol i cy maker s and pol i cy t aker s,  

t hat  t he act i vi t y  of  t he peopl e on t he l ef t  and on t he r i ght  ar e of  

t he di f f us i on scal e not  t he same.  The f i r st  ones ar e deal i ng wi t h 

economi c act i vi t i es,  t he second ones ar e def endi ng pr i nci pl es and 

ar e par t  of  a soci al  movement .  I n t he second case,  we shoul d al so 

consi der  t hat  our  s t udent s ar e f or  t he huge maj or i t y  doi ng vol unt eer  

wor k,  and t hus choose an act i vi t y  whi ch t hey l i ke t o dedi cat e t i me 

t o.  Not  ever ybody choose t he same.  And t her ef or e,  t he f ocus of  

at t ent i on i n t he f l ow of  i nf or mat i on wi l l  not  be t he same.  

 Let ’ s t hus s t ar t  f r om t he i dea t hat  peopl e dedi cat e 

vol unt ar i l y t hei r  t i me on somet hi ng t hat  t hey f i nd i nt er est i ng.  The 

def i ni t i on of  “ somet hi ng i nt er est i ng”  i s  not  t he same ever ywher e,  i t  

di f f er s f r om gr oup t o gr oup.  I ndeed,  “ soci al  net wor ks,  because t hey 

make i nt er act i ons easi er ,  f unct i on [ …]  as pl aces of  pr oduct i on or  

mai nt enance of  t he meani ng.  [ …]  Thr ough i nt er per sonal  r el at i onshi ps 

i s  def i ned t he consensus f oundi ng our  per cept i on of  t he r eal i t y. ” 37 

I n t he case of  t hi s  s t udy we have i dent i f i ed di ver se gr oups wi t h 

di ver se def i ni t i ons of  what  i s  i mpor t ant  and how i t  shoul d be f ought  

f or .  We ent er  her e i n a descr i pt i on of  t he or gani zat i onal  l andscape 

of  t he Eur opean st udent  r epr esent at i on,  whi ch i s  l ar ger  t han t he one 

of  t he ant i - commodi f i cat i on movement ,  but  i ncl udes i t  f or  sur e.  The 

f ol l owi ng di agr am shows di f f er ent  net wor ks i n t he mobi l i zat i on and 

t hei r  r el at i onshi ps.  The i mpor t ant  her e i s  not  t o under st and whi ch 

or gani zat i on i s doi ng what ,  but  t o under st and t hat  di f f er ent  peopl e 

ar e act i ng at  di f f er ent  l evel s and i n di f f er ent  t ypes of  

or gani zat i ons,  each l evel  and each t ype of  or gani zat i on i mpl yi ng a 

v i si on of  t he wor l d and of  what  i s  i mpor t ant  i n t he wor l d.  Let ’ s  t r y 

t o gi ve a br oad pi ct ur e of  t hi s  di ver s i t y,  wi t hout  ent er i ng t oo much 

i n t he det ai l s  r egar di ng t he or gani zat i ons. 38 

37 Mann,  P. ,  L’ act i on col l ect i ve.  Mobi l i sat i on et  or gani sat i on des mi nor i t és  
act i ves ,  Par i s,  Ar mand Col i n,  1991,  col l .  « U Soci ol ogi e »,  p. 150 
38 For  a det ai l ed anal ysi s of  t hi s or gani zat i onal  l andscape,  see my PhD 
t hesi s,  Geni cot ,  G. ,  « L’ i nt ér êt  ét udi ant  f ace à l ’ Eur ope.  La 
r epr ésent at i on ét udi ant e en Bel gi que,  Fr ance,  I t al i e et  Por t ugal  dans l e 
Pr ocessus de Bol ogne,  1999- 2005.  »,  t o be pr esent ed i n Sept ember  2007.  
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 he t hemes of  Bol ogna and t he commodi f i cat i on of  educat i on,  

whi ch ar e t he t r ans l at i on i n mi l i t ant  l anguage of  t he changes 

occur r i ng t hese days i n HE,  ar e cent r al  onl y  t o i nt er nat i onal  

mi l i t ant s,  i . e.  t hose dedi cat i ng t i me t o an expl i c i t l y  i nt er nat i onal  

or gani sat i on,  such as ESI B,  ESN ( Er asmus St udent  Net wor k) ,  AEGEE 

( Assembl ée des ét at s  génér aux des ét udi ant s d’ Eur ope) ,  EI NFS 

( Educat i on i s  not  f or  sal e)  or  t he EEF ( Eur opean Educat i on For um) .  

Thi s  may seem l ogi cal  – Bol ogna,  t he GATS t r eat y,  j oi nt  degr ees and 

br anch campuses ar e hi ghl y  i nt er nat i onal  mat t er s  -  but  i t  i s  not  – 

Bol ogna r emai ns a coor di nat i on of  nat i onal  r ef or ms of  HE,  and t he 

GATS,  t he j oi nt  degr ees or  t he br anch campuses ar e i ndi vi dual  

chal l enges f or  t he nat i ons ;  f i nal l y ,  t he dai l y  l i f e i s  changed at  

t he l ocal  l evel  because of  t hese changes.  To summar i ze,  i t  i s  not  

nor mal  at  al l  t hat  i nt er nat i onal  mat t er s  onl y  f or  t he mor e 

i nt er nat i onal i zed.  

 I n act ual  f act s,  t hey ar e al l  i nt er est ed but  t hey use anot her  

l anguage and t hey don’ t  pay at t ent i on i n t he same way t o t hese 

t opi cs.  ESI B st udent s ( col umn A)  use t he l anguage of  HE exper t s ,  

t hey know i nt er nat i onal  i nst i t ut i ons l i ke t he EU,  t he Counci l  of  

Eur ope or  t he OECD and t hey know t he t opi c i n det ai l s ,  whi ch i s 

essent i al  f or  t hem t o l obby t hese i nst i t ut i ons.  ESI B st udent s t r eat  

t hus i nt er nat i onal  HE pol i cy maki ng as a maj or  concer n and col l ect  

hi gh l evel  i nf or mat i on on t hi s .   

 Ot her  pr of ess i onal i zed or gani zat i ons pr esent ed under  B 

pr esent  a non i somor phous st r uct ur e wi t h t he EU;  unl i ke ESI B,  t hey 

don’ t  have a nat i onal  l evel  but  ar e f eder at i ons of  l ocal  gr oups 

di r ect l y  on t he Eur ope l evel ,  i n a f eder al i s t  spi r i t .  The st r uct ur e 

her e does not  al l ow t hese or gani zat i ons t o get  i nf or mat i on f r om t he 

nat i onal  l evel ,  wher e t hey have no cont act .  The v i s i on of  HE r ef or ms 

wi l l  t hus negl ect  t he nat i onal  l evel  and t he nat i onal  pr obl ems,  t o 

f ocus on t he di r ect  consequences of  r ef or ms on t he l ocal  l evel .   

 Ot her  i nt er nat i onal  act i v i s t s  have agai n a t ot al l y  di f f er ent  

pr ospect i ve on t he HE changes :  t he par t i ci pant s t o Eur opean 

Educat i on For ums or  Eur opean Soci al  For ums ar e cr i t i cal  on t he 

act i on of  ESI B and gener al l y  t he pr of ess i onnal i zat i on and coopt at i on 

of  st udent  r epr esent at i on i n t he EU,  st r ess i ng t he “ par t i c i pat i on 

t r ap”  and t he domest i cat i on of  pr ot est .  Sur el y  t hese act or s obt ai n 

l ess i nf or mat i on t han t he f i r st  ones,  whi ch i s  t he pr i ce t o pay t o 

conser ve t hei r  i ndependence.  
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 Al r eady on t he Eur opean l evel  we can see t hat  not  ever y act or  

has t he same i nf or mat i on ( i t  depends on i t s  posi t i on i nsi de t he 

pol i cy maki ng syst em)  and al so t hat  di f f er ent  t ype of  act or s l i ke 

di f f er ent  t ype of  i nf or mat i on:  some ar e i nt er est ed i n t he exact  

pr ocess of  pol i cy bui l di ng,  ot her s i n t he concr et e consequences of  

t hi s ,  ot her s i n r ef l ect i ng about  t he i deol ogy of  t he pol i ci es.  

 The i ssue compl i cat ed even mor e when we come t o t he nat i onal  

l evel ,  wher e even i nsi de of  t he ESI B net wor k,  i nt er nat i onal  

del egat es f r om nat i onal  NUSes exper i ence di f f i cul t i es t o communi cat e 

about  i nt er nat i onal  i ssues bef or e t hei r  ar r i val  on t he nat i onal  

scene.  Numer ous i nt er vi ews showed t hat  i t  was not  easy f or  t he 

del egat es t o t al k  about  t hese subj ect s  and t hat  t he i nt er est  of  t he 

nat i onal  s t af f  was l i mi t ed.  The act ual i t y was of t en consi der ed mor e 

i mpor t ant  t han t he next  pr ocesses t o come,  and t he r esul t  i s  t hat  

of t en peopl e at  t he nat i onal  l evel  wer e not  r eal l y  pr epar ed when 

Bol ogna r ef or m appear ed,  si nce t hey di d not  want  t o spend t i me on 

t hi s  i ssue bef or e i t  came i n t he news.  The same pr obl em exi st s  i n 

ever y count r y  bet ween t he nat i onal  and t he l ocal  l evel s  :  peopl e ar e 

much mor e pr eoccupi ed by t he i mmedi at e pr oj ect s  t han by t he ones who 

wi l l  come next  year .  I f  we need now t al k  about  nat i onal  and l ocal  

or gani zat i ons who don’ t  have a l i nk wi t h ESI B ( D) ,  we need t o say 

t hat  peopl e act i ve t her e have poor er  i nf or mat i on on t he i ssues.   

 

 Thi s  pi c t ur e of  t he s i t uat i on shows t he di f f i cul t y  t o 

ant i ci pat e i ssues and st r esses t he i mpor t ance of  t he i mmedi at e 

cont ext  of  t he act i on.  On t he Eur opean l evel ,  t i me i s not  t he same 

as on t he nat i onal  and t he l ocal  l evel  :  when t he dr af t  of  a 

Mi ni st er i al  Communi qué i s  bei ng pr epar ed,  peopl e on t he nat i onal  

l evel  have t o cope wi t h a dr ast i c augment at i on of  t ui t i on f ees,  

whi l e at  t he l ocal  l evel ,  s t udent s mobi l i ze agai nst  t he i nt r oduct i on 

of  a numer us cl ausus i n t hei r  Facul t y.  Al l  t hese i ssues ar e one 

s i ngl e i ssue demul t i pl i cat ed but  t he act i v i s t s  do not  necessar i l y 

see t he l i nk bet ween t he t opi cs,  because t he pr agmat i c  condi t i ons i n 

whi ch t hey act  i nf l uence t hem.  I nt er nat i onal  act i vi st s  f or  exampl e 

pr esent  a l ot  of  t i mes a hi gh cul t ur al  pr of i l e:  t hey mast er  

di f f er ent  l anguages,  ar e used t o t r avel ,  and have devel oped an 

i nt er nat i onal  soc i abi l i t y .  On t he nat i onal  l evel ,  act i v i s t s  pr ef er  

t he envi r onment  of  t he nat i onal  pol i t i cs and nat i onal  medi a,  maybe 

l ook i ng f or  t he door  t o a pol i t i cal  car eer .  On t he l ocal  l evel ,  most  

of  t he st udent s dedi cat i ng t i me t o an associ at i on ar e doi ng so as a 

hobby and t o conduct  a pr oj ect  dur i ng t hei r  t i me at  t he Uni ver si t y ;  
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t hey ar e not  i nt er est ed i n t r avel l i ng f or t h and back t o t he Eur opean 

spher es or  i nt er nat i onal  ant i - gl obal i zat i on f or ums,  nor  want  t hem t o 

be on TV or  t o meet  a mi ni st er .  

 Thi s  at t i t ude t owar ds t he t asks ( how peopl e see t hei r  r ol es)  

af f ect s  a l ot  t he way t hey l ook at  t he pol i ci es.  A Eur opean act i v i s t  

of  ESI B wi l l  consi der  t he r ol e of  t he Eur opean Commi ssi on wi t h 

i nt er est ,  wher eas t he nat i onal  uni oni s t  negot i at i ng wi t h t he 

mi ni st r y  wi l l  consi der  onl y  nat i onal  act or s as r esponsi bl e f or  t he 

i mpl ement at i on of  t he deci s i ons,  and f i nal l y  t he l ocal  uni ons wi l l  

consi der  t he r ol e of  l ocal  aut hor i t i es mor e t han anyt hi ng el se.  By 

doi ng so,  act i v i s t s  gi ve a par t i cul ar  or i ent at i on t o t hei r  cl ai ms,  

and speak a l anguage whi ch has not  t he uni f or mi t y  t hat  has t he one 

t he pol i cy maker s.  I n Fr ance,  t he new t endenci es wi l l  be i nt er pr et ed 

i n t he f r ame of  r epubl i can val ues and seen as an at t ack t o equal  

oppor t uni t i es of  l ear ni ng;  i n Bel gi um,  t he l ack of  f i nanci ng of  t he 

Fr ench speaki ng Communi t y ( t he aut hor i t y r esponsi bl e f or  HE i n 

Fr ench speaki ng Bel gi um)  wi l l  be l i nked t o t he i ssue of  t he 

f eder al i sat i on of  t he St at e.  I n Cat ani a,  Si c i l y,  we i nt er v i ewed 

uni oni st s  who under st ood t he i dea of  commodi f i cat i on of  HE wi t h t he 

i nf l uence of  a maf i a on i t s  management ;  i n a l i t t l e HE i nst i t ut i on 

of  Li sbon,  Por t ugal ,  we i nt er v i ewed t he pr es i dent  of  t he l ocal  

associ at i on who descr i bed t he commodi f i cat i on as t he f act  t hat  

s t udent s had t o l ear n t hi ngs by hear t  and car r y  t hem l i ke a heavy 

bag.   

 To summar i ze,  ever y pl ace,  ever y net wor k i nduces a symbol i c 

v i si on of  t he i ssues.  

 

Concl usi on 

 

 A new i nt er nat i onal  nor m on HE ex i st s  and i s  di f f usi ng 

amongst  HE pol i cy maker s and t aker s.  Ant i - nor m val ues al so ex i s t .  

However ,  t he nor m i s  di f f used bet t er  t han t he ant i - nor m,  s i nce t he 

l ar ge common f r ame of  t he l at t er  i s  f r agi l e and subdi vi ded accor di ng 

t o:   

- t he count r i es of  t he act i vi st s;   

- t hei r  geogr aphi cal  l evel  of  act i on;  

- t he ai ms of  t hei r  or gani zat i ons ( pol i t i cal  yout hs or  or gani zat i ons 

f ocussed on HE;  Eur opean,  nat i onal  or  l ocal  or gani zat i ons;  pr ot est  

or gani zat i ons or  l obby or i ent ed or gani zat i ons) .  

 Ther ef or e t he i ndi vi dual s  ar e not  al ways consci ous of  t hei r  

common val ues and i nt er est s .  A coor di nat ed pr ot est  agai nst  t he new 
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HE nor m seems t hus f ar  f r om r each.  The cur r ent  s i t uat i on i s  wel l  

descr i bed by t hi s  I t al i an st udent  act i v i s t  f r om UDU ( Uni one degl i  

uni ver si t ar i ,  I t al i an st udent  uni on wi t h an i ndependent  pur pose) :  

“ On t he i ssue of  commodi f i cat i on,  how do you see i t  now,  wi t h your  

exper i ence… What  ar e t he most  i mpor t ant  i ssues t o mobi l i ze,  wher e i s 

i t  necessar y t o mobi l i ze? I n t hese days?”  “ [ s i gh]  The i mpr ess i on 

t hat  I  have now i s  t hat  by now t her e i s  no much l ef t  t o mobi l i ze on.  

I  mean t hat  t he pr i nc i pl e- -  t he i dea t hat  educat i on i s  a r i ght  and 

not  a commodi t y ,  t hat  i t  i s  a publ i c  ser v i ce,  a publ i c 

r esponsi bi l i t y ,  and not  a commodi t y ,  i s not  consi der ed i n pr act i ce.  

[ …]  al most  ever ywher e,  i t  i s  possi bl e t o commodi f y  i n t he easi est  

and usef ul  way,  f or  who t akes t he bi ggest  advant age of  i t .  And… And 

so t he quest i on i s about  l i mi t i ng t he damage.  Mor e t han combat i ng 

commodi f i cat i on of  knowl edge.  And ver y of t en I  am r eal l y conf r ont ed,  

t hi s  i s ,  t he di scuss i on,  wi t h a number  of  i nt er l ocut or s,  i s  not  

‘ educat i on i s  a r i ght  or  not ’  or  ‘ i s a commodi t y  or  not ’ ,  but :  

‘ knowi ng t hat  you say t hat  i t  i s  a commodi t y  and t hat  I  say t hat  i t  

i s  a r i ght ,  you gi ve me pr oposal s,  and I  have t o answer  us i ng your  

l anguage. ’ ”  
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Annex 

 

The t wo mai n sour ces used t o under st and what  t he new i nt er nat i onal  

nor m i n HE i s ,  wer e t wo pr ess r evi ews addr essed t o HE pr of essi onal s 

:  Educat i on i n t he News  and t he Obser vat oi r e Boi v i gny ,  t oget her  wi t h 

nat i onal  f ont s.  The pr ess r ev i ews wer e t he mai n sour ce because t hey 

br oadcast  i nf or mat i on used by HE st akehol der s.  The di ver si t y  of  t he 

sour ces pr oves t he uni f or mi t y  of  t he di scour se – and of  t he f act s  – 

on t he s i de of  pol i cy maker s.  

 
�

 The magazi ne Educat i on i n t he News ,  consul t ed on a 3- year  per i od 

( i ssues  17 t o 36,  Apr i l  2002 t o Oct ober  2005)  i s  publ i shed by 

Eur ydi ce ( The I nf or mat i on Net wor k on Educat i on i n Eur ope)  and 

summar i zes i nf or mat i on f r om t he f ol l owi ng sour ces:   

•  Websi t es of  Mi ni st r i es and nat i onal  aut hor i t i es:   

Ger man Feder al  Mi ni s t r y f or  Educat i on and Resear ch 

New Zeal and Educat i on Mi ni st r y  

Aust r i an Feder al  Mi ni s t r y of  Educat i on,  Sci ence and Resear ch 

Dani sh,  Por t uguese,  Engl i sh and Fr ench Mi ni st r i es of  Educat i on 

Bel gi an Fr ench speaki ng Communi t y Educat i on Mi ni s t r y 

I t al i an Mi ni st r y  of  Educat i on,  Uni ver s i t i es and Resear ch 

I r i sh Mi ni st r y  of  Educat i on and Sci ences 

Spani sh Mi ni st r y  of  Educat i on,  Cul t ur e and Spor t s  

Nat i onal  Qual i f i cat i ons Aut hor i t y of  I r el and 

Canadese Nat i onal  Counci l  of  St at i st i cs  on Educat i on 

E- mai l  bul l et i n of  t he Br i t i sh Counci l  

St udy i n Sweden,  websi t e pr omot i ng Swedi sh HE 

•  Eur opean and i nt er nat i onal  websi t es:  

Eur opean Commi ss i on 

Nat i onal  Uni t s  f r om Eur ydi ce 

OECD 

•  Newspaper s:   

The Ti mes Hi gher  Educat i on suppl ement  

The Guar di an 

Di ar i o economi co ( Por t ugal )  

The Age 

Thi s mont h i n Eur ope 

The Achi ever  

BBC News 

•  Ot her  websi t es  

l i ke t he one of  t he 14t h I nt er nat i onal  Meet i ng of  Uni ver si t y  
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Admi ni st r at or s de Ki ngst on ( 2003)  

 

 
�

 The “ Obser vat oi r e Boi v i gny”  websi t e i s  publ i shed by t he 

“ Associ at i on Boi v i gny”  cr eat ed i n 2003.  Thi s  associ at i on f unct i ons 

wi t h t he cont r i but i ons of  5 per sons,  3 of  t hem bei ng j our nal i st s.  

Edi t or s  ar e vol unt eer s and have anot her  j ob.  Funct i oni ng expenses 

( amongst  ot her s t he i nf or mat i cs)  ar e f i nanced by adver t i sement .  Thi s 

obser vat or y i s  t hus a pr i vat e i ni t i at i ve,  wi t hout  l i nk wi t h a par t y ,  

a HE i nst i t ut i on or  a company.  I t  wi shes t o be as much as possi bl e a 

pr of essi onal  l et t er ,  even i f  i t s r hyt hm of  publ i cat i on ( mont hl y)  not  

al ways al l ows ar t i c l es about  i mmedi at e news.  I  have l ooked 

syst emat i cal l y  at  t he i nf or mat i on gi ven by t he “ Obser vat oi r e”  over  a 

one- year  per i od ( 2005) .  

 
�

 Amongst  compl ement ar y sour ces,  I  shal l  ment i on,  wi t hout  bei ng 

exhaust i ve:  

•  Newspaper s and magazi nes f r om t he 4 count r i es s t udi ed :  Le Monde 

( Fr ance) ,  Li bér at i on ( Fr ance) ,  Le Soi r  ( Bel gi um) ,  La Li br e Bel gi que 

( Bel gi um) ,  La Repubbl i ca ( I t al y) ,  Publ i co ( Por t ugal ) ,  Di ar i o 

economi co ( Por t ugal ) ,  Di ar i o de not i ci as  ( Por t ugal ) ,  et c.  

•  The por t uguese HE met abl og ( bl og of  bl ogs)  

www. esupmet abl og. bl ogspot . com.   

•  Emmanuel  Davi denkof f ’ s  bl og “ Car net s de cor r espondence” ,  t oday 

c l osed.  ( Davi denkof f  was a j our nal i st e t o t he Fr ench newspaper  

“ Li bér at i on”  and speci al zed i n educat i onal  i ssues) .  


