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partial data vs exhaustive geomeftry
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A compatibility assessment
through visual examples : past
and current graphic practices
illustrate where architectural
modelling & information
visualisation can meet.
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Architectural modseiing and infovis can fnatfully cormplament one another when dealing with
w hat 15 gt the heart of historic antefacts : partial evidences Computar graphics can ahd wilf
support such investigation T and only If they are designed above &l as informalion
wisialization disposals (may the wisual reswlt be realishe or not). As an answer, we jdantified
the necessity to build Up a global methodological framework Informative modelling

[nformative modelling applies to the study of historic architecture, where objects have most
often been widely transformed, and conseguently where what 1S knawn about objects remains
partial. As & consequence, whereas in traditional architectural modelling a realistic
representation of objects 15 considered as an end, in the informative modelling methodology
the representation of architectural objects is used primarily as support for information search
and visualisation, and does not strive for realism. Abstraction (the infovis legacy) and figuration
(the architectural representation legacy) are integrated as alternative/mixable modes of
representation, allowing partial knowledge to be communicated and important notions in
historc sciences such as data uncertainty to be conveyed graphically, A grid of fourteen
modelling rules (plus one) has been defined, designed as safequards helping researchers to
support their activity with sustainable and information-effective graphics. These rules are a
bestpractice, self-evaluation grid, encompassing a wide range of [ssues (infarmation, models,
representations, abstractions) see www.map.archi frimiafjournal
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