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RIGOROUS ASYMPTOTICS FOR THE ELECTRIC FIELD IN TM
MODE AT MID-FREQUENCY
IN A BIDIMENSIONAL MEDIUM WITH A THIN LAYER

CLAIR POIGNARD

ABSTRACT. Consider an ambient medium and a heterogeneous entity com-
posed of a bidimensional material surrounded by a thin membrane. The elec-
tromagnetic constants of these three materials are different. By analogy with
biological cells, we call this entity a cell. We study the asymptotic behavior of
the electric field in the transverse magnetic (TM) mode, when the thickness h
of the membrane tends to zero. We provide a rigorous derivation of the first
two terms of the asymptotic expansion for h tending to zero. In the membrane,
these terms are given explicitly in local coordinates in terms of the boundary
data and of the function f, while outside the membrane they are the solutions
of a scalar Helmholtz equation with appropriate boundary and transmissions
conditions given explicitly in terms of the boundary data. We prove that the
remainder terms are of order O(h3/2). In addition, if the complex dielectric
permittivity in the membrane, denoted by zy,, tends to zero faster than h, we
give the difference between the exact solution and the above asymptotic with
Zm = 0; it is of order O(h3/2 + |zp]).

INTRODUCTION

We study in this paper the behavior of the solution of Helmholtz equation in a
bidimensional medium in transverse magnetic (TM) mode (see Balanis and Con-
stantine [E]) The medium is made out of three materials: a central region sur-
rounded by a thin membrane of thickness h, with 6 a curvilinear coordinate, and
a third material, which is not assumed to be thin; see Fig. . This assemblage
is submitted to a field of pulsation w; after proper scalings, w is included in the
complex dielectric permittivity, which may be different in the three materials. By
analogy with the biological cell, we call this entity a cell in an environment. In
this article, we show that as the thickness of the membrane tends to zero, i.e as h
tends to zero, the electric field tends to the solution of a Helmholtz equation with
an appropriate transmission condition at the boundary between the cell and the
ambient medium. This work is a sequel to the author’s former article on the static
case .

Let us give now precise notations. Let 2 be a bidimensional bounded domain
composed of three subdomains: a bounded domain O, surrounded by a thin mem-
brane Oj, with small thickness h, and an exterior domain O, p:

Q=0.U0, UOeﬁh.
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FIGURE 1. Geometric and dielectric data.

We suppose that the cell is strictly embbeded in the ambient domain, that is:

(0. UO0R) NI = 0.

The closed curves I'g and I'j, are supposed to be of class €>°. We denote by I'y and
I'j, respectively the boundaries of 00, and of 00y, N OO, p:

Iy = aOca

Iy, =00,N 8(967;1.
Let e, pmm and p. be the magnetic permittivities: they are constant and strictly
positive. Let g, g and g. be three complex numbers with strictly negative imag-
inary part and strictly positive real part; they are non dimensionalized complex

permittivities ( see [[[§] or L] for a description of the non dimensionalization). We
define piecewise constant functions u and ¢ on Q as follows:

te, in O p, e, in Oc p,
W= 9 Hm, D Oha 4= qm, In O}u
e, in O, e, in O.

To simplify, we denote by z the product pug, and z., z, and z. designate the
restrictions of z respectively to the domains O, O and O.. We summarize our
hypotheses in Fig EI
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Let ¢ be a given function on 92. Its regularity will be chosen later on. We
consider the electric field u, which solves the following Helmholtz equation with
Neumann boundary condition:

1

(1a) V. (—Vu) +qu =0, in Q,
1

(1b) Onulan = ¢, on 0N

Here 9,, denotes the derivative in the direction of the vector n: n is the exterior
normal to T, and is oriented by continuity on I';, and also on 9 (see Fig. [I). Let
us denote by u¢, u” and u® the restrictions of u respectively to the domains O, p,
Oy, and O.. These restrictions satisfy the following transmission conditions:

1 . 1

(2a) — 0 ulp, = —Opul|r,,
c Hm
1 1

(2b) — nue|rh = _anuh|rha
e Hm

(2C) uc|F0 = uh|Foa

(2d) u®lr, = u"[p,.

We would like to understand the behavior for h tending to zero of the solution u
of Problem (m)

In our proof, we assume that p,, and ¢, are given constants; i, e, g and g
could be continuous functions of the spatial coordinates with the imaginary part of
gc and g. bounded away from zero, without changing the argument.

Beretta and Francini have worked on a similar problem in [ﬂ] They considered
a thin dielectric material Oy, in an ambient medium, and they studied a Helmholtz
equation with Dirichlet boundary condition. They compared on the boundary of
the domain 0f) the exact solution to the so-called background solution defined by
replacing the material of the membrane by the interior material. The difference
between these two solutions restricted to the boundary 0f? is then given through
an integral involving the polarization tensor, plus some remainder terms. This
polarization tensor is defined for instance in [§, [, [, [, - In this paper, we
do not use this approach since we are interested in the transmembranar potential
(see Fear and Stuchly [[1]), and in the behavior of the field in the whole domain.
We work with bidimensional domains and we expect that the same analysis could
be performed in higher dimensions.

The heuristics of this work are the same as in [@] We parameterize Oy, by local
coordinates (7, 0) varying in the h-independent domain [0,1] x R/LZ. Here L is
simply the length of the curve 00,

A change of coordinates in the membrane Oy, is performed, so as to parame-
terize it by local coordinates (7,0), which vary in a domain independently of h;
in particular, if we denote by L the length of 90O,, the variables (7, 6) belong to
[0,1] x R/LZ. This change of coordinates leads to h-independent expression of the
Laplacian in the membrane. Once the transmission conditions of the new problem
are derived, we perform a formal asymptotic expansion of the solution of (m) in
terms of h. It remains to validate this expansion.

This paper is structured as follows. First, we suppose that the parameters g,
Qms Qes Mhes m and pe are constant with respect to space and to h and do not vanish.



4 CLAIR POIGNARD

Moreover we assume that the imaginary parts of z., z,, and z., which always have
the same sign for physical reasons are negative and bounded away from 0.

In Section EI, we define our geometric conventions. We perform the above de-
scribed change of variables in the membrane. We refer the reader to @] for more
information on the local coordinates. In Section , we derive formally the first two
terms of the asymptotic expansion of the solution of our problem in terms of h.
Section f§ contains regularity result, which is necessary for estimating the error, and
Section fis devoted to estimating the error.

In addition, in Remark E, we give the first two terms of the asymptotic expansion
of the electric field for a thin membrane on the boundary of O,, and in Remark E,
we consider the case z,, = 0. The proofs of these asymptotics are very close to the
proof performed in Section E and therefore, they are omitted.

In the case of a biological cell, i is identically equal to 1, z. and z, are constants
as above and z,, is very small. In Section fi, we show that if |z,,| is small compared
to h, we just have to replace z,, by 0 in the asymptotics found in Section E to
obtain the electric field in all of the domain Q with an error in O(h%/2 + |2,,).

Let us present now our main result.

Main result. We give the first two terms of the asymptotic expansion of the above
function u for h tending to zero, and we estimate rigourously the error made by
this aproximation.

e The 0" order terms. The electric fields uf and u§ are solution of the follow-
ing problem in :

(30) Auf + zeu§ =0, %n O\ O,
Au§ + zeuf =0, in O,

with transmission conditions

(3b) U8|F0 = U8|F0,
1, 1,
(3¢c) I an“0|r0 = E anuo|rU )

and with Neumann boundary condition

(3d) anu8|ag = ¢

o The first order terms. The fields u§ and u{ are solution of the following
problem in €:
Au§ + zeu§ =0, in Q\ O,
(4a) Auf + z.u§ =0, in O,
Onuflyn =0,

with the transmission conditions

1 1 1 1

4b) —8nuc Ty — —8nue Ty — (_ - _) a2uc IN + qdm — Qe)uc Tos

( Lhe 1| 0 Lhe 1| 0 Lim . t 0| 0 ( O| 0
c e He — Pm c

(4C) u1|F0 - u1|F0 = a’VIUO|F0'
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We have the following theorem.

Theorem 1. Let O, be a bouded domain with smooth boundary, and denote by k
the curvature of 0O in local coordinates. Let hg be such that:

1
0< hy < ——.
l[£]loo

Let h belong to (0,hg) and ¢ to H*(09), s > 7/2.
We denote by u the solution of Problem (). Define (v¢,v¢) in Q by:

v¢ =uf + huf, in Q\ O,
v¢ =ug + huf, in O..
Then there exists an h-independent constant C' > 0 such that

v — v (0, < Ch3/2H¢||H5(BQ)a

< Ch*2|¢| = (002

1 1
lu — v L2(04) + ‘ —Vu— —V°
l’l’m LZ(Oh)

e

lu = vl (0,.) < O8]l 12 (00

1. GEOMETRY OF THE PROBLEM

The boundary of the domain O, is assumed to be smooth. The boundary T’y
is counterclockwise oriented, and we denote by 0; the tangential derivative along
O.. Thanks to a change of units of length, we may suppose that the length of I'g
is equal to 2. We denote by T the flat torus:

T = R/2nZ.

Since Ty is of class ¥°°, we can parameterize it by a smooth function ¥ from T to
R? satisfying:

Vo eT, |9 (0)=1.
The following identities hold:
Lo ={¥(0),0 € T},
and
Ty ={¥(0) + hn(6),0 € T}.

Here n(f) is the unitary exterior normal at ¥(f) to I'y. We parameterize the
membrane O, as follows:

Oy, = {¥(0) + hnn(0), (n, 6) €]0, 1[xT}.
We define now:
®(n,0) =¥ (0) + hnn(0).

We denote by x the curvature of the I'y in curvilinear coordinate, and by K the
curvature in Euclidean coordinates:

(5) Ve €00, R=rod;'(z).
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Let ho satisfy:
1
(6) 0< hy < ——.
l[£:ll oo

Then, for all h in [0, ho], there exists an open interval I containing (0,1) such
that @ is a diffeomorphism of class € from I x R/27Z to its image, which is a
neighborhood of the membrane. The metric in Oy, is given by:

(7) h2dn? + (1 + hnr(6))* d6>.

We use two systems of coordinates, depending on the domains O, p,, O, and Op: in
the interior and exterior domains O, p, and O, we use Euclidean coordinates (z,y)
and in the membrane O, we use local coordinates with metric (f).

2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In this section, we express our Problem (m) in local coordinates. It is convenient
to write:

VOET, & (0)=3(0,0), () =(1,0).

Let us denote by u® and u® respectively the electric field in O, j and in O, written
in Euclidean coordinates, and by u™ the electric field in Oy, in the local coordinates:

u® =wu, in O p,
u® = u, in O,
u™ =uo®,in [0,1] x T.

We have shown in that the Laplacian in the local coordinates is given by:

B 1 1+ hnk h
(8) ALI)(”’G) 7h(1 + hnk) (&7 ( h 8,7> + % (1 + hnﬁ&)))'

Therefore, we rewrite Problem ([l]) as follows:

(9a) Auf 4 zeu® =0, in O,
(9b) Au’ + z.u® =0, in O,
V(n,0) €[0,1] x T,

1+hnk, m h m m _
(9¢) O < . Onu > + Op (1 n hnmagu > + zmhf(1+ hnr)u™ =0,

with transmission conditions (]) expressed in local coordinates at 7 = 0:

(9d) 2z L ufo®y = L6,71/" ,
He hpim =0
(9e) u“o®o=u"|,_,
atp=1:
(91) —Opufo®y = hl Opu™ ,
e Hom n=1
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and with boundary condition

(9h) Onu’| g = ¢

3. FORMAL ASYMPTOTIC EXPANSION

In this section, we derive asymptotic expansions of the electric field (u®, u®, u™)
solution of (f]) in terms of the parameter h. In the limit, we want to be able to
replace the membrane by transmission conditions.

We multiply (@) by h(1+ hnk)? and we order the result in powers of h, in order
to obtain the partial differential equation (PDE) satisfied by u™:

V(n,0) € [0,1] x T,
831/” + hk {377831/" + a,]um} + h2{3772/<528727um
(10) + 20K 0pu™ + Oju™ + zmum}
+ h3{773/£38,27um + 772f£38num + nrOgu™
— nK' Opu™ + 3Zm77fi’u,m} + 3h4zmn2fi2um + W3Rz u™ = 0

We assume the following ansatz:

(11a) u® =ug+huf+---,
(11b) u® =ug+ huf + -,
(11c) u™ =ug’ + hut 4

We will to derive the first two terms of the asymptotic expansions of u¢, u¢ and
u™ by identifying the terms of coefficients of a given power of h.

We extend formally u¢ to Q\ O, by extending a finite number of coefficients of
the powers of h. Moreover, we suppose that ¢ is as regular as needed. We will also
need the first two terms of

u®o®(n,0) = u®o (¥(0) + hnn())

and 9, u® o ®(n, #). This amounts to composing two asymptotics series. We remem-
ber that we introduced ®; = ¥ and ®; = ®(1, ) to homogeneize our notations. A
simple calculation gives:

u®o® =uo®g+ h(ufoPo+ ndyuio®o) + -,
and similarly
Opuo® = 0p,u¢ody+ h (anu‘focbo +773721U80q)0) R
These expansions enable us to rewrite transmission condition (@) as:
hpim
(12a) He

= Oyug =1 + h Ogui|, _y +h* Oquy'| _y + -,

(anu80@0+h(anuﬁo(l)0 +8721u80<1>0) +>

and transmission condition (9d) as

(12b) ug0o®o + h (uf o P+ OpugoPo) + - = ug'[p=1 + hui'[p=1 + - .
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Observe that we have chosen to limit the order of explicit asymptotic expansions
to what will be needed below.

We systematically substitute the fields u®, u® and u™ by their asymptotic ex-
pansion ([L]) in (f]). For transmission condition, at 1 = 1, it is more convenient to
use transmission conditions ([lJ) instead of (Pf)—(Pg).

We are going to select all terms of an appropriate order in these expanded equa-
tions in order to get the conditions satisfied by ug", uf, u§ and wj}, (i = 0,1).

First step : identification of 0" order terms. Substituting into (E) the field
u™ by its expansion () we obtain:

(13) d2ug' =0,¥(n,0) € (0,1) x T.
Moreover, we obtain easily:

(14a) Au§ + zou§ =0, in Q\ O,
(14b) Aug + zeug =0, in O,

and the boundary condition

(14C) (9nu8|3gz = ¢
Equality (Pd) implies:
Oug'ln=0 = 0,
and equality ([L24) implies:
Iug'ln=1 = 0.
Therefore, uf* depends only on 6. By identifying 0" order term in (Pd)—([[2d), we
infer:

(15) ug 0Py = ug' = ug o Do,
thus we obtain the following transmission condidtion:
(16) ’LLSO(I)O :’LLSO(I)().

We will determine ug® later on.

Second step : identification of first order terms. Substituting into equal-
ity ([L0) the field u™ by its expansion ([[1d), and using that in (0,1) x T, we have

2. m __ m __
Opug = Ohug' =0,

we obtain:

(17) 2uf* = 0.
Moreover, we obtain easily:

(18a) Au§ + zeu§ =0, in Q\ O,
(18b) Auf + z.uf =0, in O,

and the boundary condition

(18¢) Onuslan = 0.

Equality (@) implies:

(19a) Opul'|p=o0 = ’;—manug 0Py,
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and equality ([124) implies:

(19b) Oyt =1 = E 0,8 0 Do
e
We infer the following transmission condition between 9, u§ and 0, ug:
1 C 1 e
(20) —ufo Py = —ugoPDo.
C €

Therefore, with ([4), (LLd) and (Rd) we infer that (ug, ug) satisfies the following PDE
in Q:

(21&) {AUS + zeug =0, in Oc p,

Auf + zcuf =0, in O,
with the transmission conditions
(21b) uglry = uglr,,

1 1
(21c) o Onttolry = 2= Ontiolry

and with Neumann boundary condition:

(21d) Onufloa = 0.
According to ([L3), uf* is equal to:
(22) V(1,0) €[0,L] xT, ug'(n,0) = ugoPo(6).

We have determined u§, uf and ug'.
Observe that the identification of the first order term in (Bd) implies:

(23) ul|p=0 = uf 0 Py,

and u{ will be determine later.

Third step : identification of second order terms. According to (@) and
(B2), we have

m — 92, m —
anuo :anul =0.

Therefore, by identifying the second order term in h of (E), we obtain:

(24) OB +my =,
with
(25) my = kOyu" + Ogug’ + Zmug'.

Observe that m; depends only on 6.
The identification of second order terms of @) implies

Hm
8,7u’2"|77:0 = u—anuf (6] (190,
c

and those of ([[2d) implies
(26) Opus|p=1 = /:L—m (Opu§o®o + 2ufo D).
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Observe that 0,ul* depends only on € thanks to (7). Thereby integrating ([24)
with respect to 1 we obtain:

Hom Onuf 0 P@.
C

(27) Onuy'(n,+) = —nmy +

From () and (£7) we will obtain a transmission condition for (u§,u§). More
precisely, taking n =1 in @), with the help of (@) we obtain:

m m 1
(28) ‘; OntS 0By — L0, uS 0 By = my + Mmu—agug 0 ®g,

and the right-hand side of (Rd) is entirely determined.
By identifying the terms of order 1 in ([L2H) we obtain:

(29) ufo®Py—ujoPy= (1—Mm)8nu80@0.
e

For convenience we write equations satisfied by (u$, u§) in Euclidean coordinates.
Thanks to ([14), () and (R9) we infer that (u§,us) solves:

Au§ + zeu§ = 0, in Q\ O,
(30a) Au§ + z.u§ =0, in O,
Onuflyn =0,

with transmission conditions

M_manuﬂro - M_manuﬂro = at2u6|1“o + Zmu8|ro
(30D) He He . i
+ ma?zuglro + ‘u_mﬁanuglro’
€ C
c € _ o Hm 8 e
(30C) U1|F0 u1|F0 =(1 " nu0|Fo-
€

In Section [, we prove the existence and uniqueness of (u§,u$) defined by (B0).
Remark that u7* given by equality (E) is entirely determined and J,u3’ is entirely
determined by (P7).

Observe that (BOH) contains a second normal derivative; this is a feature of the
asymptotics of a cell in an ambient medium; no second derivative appeared in [@],
where there is a cell with boundary condition on the exterior of the membrane. Let
us summarize the first two terms of the asymptotics we obtained formally.

e The 0" order terms. The electric fields uf and u§ are solution of the follow-
ing problem in :

(31a) Au§ + zeu§ =0, %n Q\ O,
Au§ + zeuf =0, in O,
with transmission conditions
(31b) U8|F0 = U8|F0,
1 Soul. — 1 5 ue
(31c) I n“0|ro = E n“0|roa

and with Neumann boundary condition

(31d) anu8|ag = (b
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In the membrane, the field ug® is equal to:
(32) V(n,0) € 0,1] x T, uf* = u§oPy(h).

o The first order terms. The fields u{ and u§ are solution of the following
problem in :

Au§ + zeu§ =0, in Q\ O,
(33a) Au§ + zou§ =0, in O,
Onuf]gg =0,

with the transmission conditions
1 1 1

_anuﬂFo - _anuﬂl“o = (atQU(CJ|F0 + Zmu(CJ|F0)

He He Hm

(33b) 1 1

=+ u_a’?}ugho + Eﬁaﬂuarm

€

c e lu’e - Mm c
(33C) u1|F0 - U1|F0 = TanU0|Fo-
In the membrane, we have:
(34) V(n,0) €10,1] xT, ul*= n’;—manugo% + uf o ®y.

Remark 2. We may write 92u§|r, in terms of Onu§|r,, of u§|r, and of its tangen-
tial derivatives. Actually, we perform the change in local coordinates in a neighbor-
hood of 00.. According to (@), the following identity holds along Ty:

872LUS|F0 = 7Ra’ﬂu8|ro - at2u8|F0 - Z€u8|roa

thus we may rewrite transmaission conditions ()7() as follows:

1 1 1 1
dnale, — - 0w, = (T - M—) D2t + (Gm — 40) UE]n,

C € m €

hence (BI))-(B3) are equivalent to (B) ().

We have given the first two terms of the asymptotic expansion of u®, u¢ and u™.
It remains to prove that the remainder terms are small. First we need to study the
regularity of u§ and u{ in a neighborhood of T'.

4. REGULARITY RESULT

In this section, we study the regularity of the solution of Helmhotz equation
with our transmission condition, which is non usual. This result is required to
prove Theorem [l| of Section ﬂ, which estimates the errors between the asymptotics
and the exact solution. The following result is natural and expected; it is very close
to a result of [[J (Appendix, page 147) by Li and Vogelius, but different enough
to require a proof. We thank very warmly Michael Vogelius for his suggestions on
the reflection principle.
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Theorem 3. Let G belong to H*(Ty), s > —1/2. Let (U, U¢) be the solution of
the following problem:

1
V. (—VUC) +q.U° =0, in O,

(6]

1
V. (—VUG) +q.U°=0, in Q\ O,
He

with the following transmission condition:
U6|Fo - Uc|Foa
1 € 1 (&
— 0, U, — —0,U°r, =G,
He He
and with the Neumann boundary condition on OS)

nU® o = 0.
Then we have:
U¢ e HT32(Q\0,), U®e H*3%0,).
Moreover let m be a non negative integer, and s > m + 1/2. Then,
U ee™(Q\0,), U°e?™O.).

Proof. Since I'y is smooth, we use local coordinates in a neighborhood of T'g. Ac-
tually, as in Section m, there exists hy such that:

¥ ={Y(0) + hinn(8), (n,0) € (—1,1) x T},
is an open neighborhood of I'y and
(n,0) — ¥(0) + hann(0)

is a diffeomorphism from (—1,1) x T to #;. We denote by g the function G written
in local coordinates:

Vo eT, g(f)=Go¥(H).
We denote by C the cylinder [0,1] x T and by H}, (C) the space of the functions
a defined on C such that:

1 27

oz 09 = ( [ ms homiatn o) anas
0o Jo

1 2 1/2
1+ hink 2 hy 2
+ — 19 O+ ———10 ,0)]7 )dnde ,
L[ (o oen o + 5 bt o) )an )
is finite. We equip H},(C) with such a norm, which is equivalent to the ordianry

norm
1/2

1 2m
([ ] e+ toner? + 10val) atan)
0 0

because we have the following equality:

||voquHH1(%) = |[vll g1 o -
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We use a partition of unity and classical elliptic regularity to reduce our problem

to establishing the regularity of the solutions (V¢, V) of the following problem:

V(n,0) € [-1,0] x T,

1+h X h , ,
877 (ﬂaﬂv‘) + O ((7169‘/6) + qch1(1 + h177I<J)VC =0,

hlﬂc 1 + hln“) He

V(n,0) € [0,1] x T,

hLLLe 1 + hln“) He

1+h h
0, (ﬂanve) + Oy ((7169Ve> + qeha (1 + hynr)Ve = 0,

with Dirichlet boundary conditions
Vc|77:71 =0, Ve|n:1 =0
and with transmission conditions

VC|7]:O = Ve|n:Oa

1 1
— V=0 — — V=0 =y,
o Y oY

We use the reflection principle, suggested by Vogelius and coming from an idea
of Nirenberg (see [E], page 147 or [m] and [E]) With the help of this principle,

we transform transmission conditions into boundary conditions. We define V" on

[0,1] x T by:
V(Uv 9) € [07 1] X Ta VT(TL 9) = VC(*% 9)
The functions V¢, V" satisfy the following problem in (0,1) x T:

V(n,0) € (0,1) x T,

1+ hink
35a) Op | ———
( a) ! ( h 1+ hlnﬁ):ue

1He

(35b) 9, (ﬂanvr) + 09 <(Laevr> + geha(1 = hanr)V" =0,

hipe 1 — hank)pe

with Dirichlet boundary conditions in n =1
(35C) Vr|n:1 = O, Ve|n:1 = O,
with boundary conditions in n = 0:

(35d) V"|y=0 — V¢|y=0 =0,

1 1
35¢) — V" |j=0 + —0, V=0 = g,
(356) -0,V + -0,V

h
&7‘/6) + 0o <(7189V6> + geh1(1+ hinr)Ve =0,
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Multiplying ) by V¢ and () by V", integrating by parts and summing, we

obtain:
1 27
1+ h 1—h
L (o, vep 4 2 g,
h
0 Jo 1Me

hlﬂc
M Ve 0V b (1 ) VP2
(14 hank)pte (1 = hank)pe

(363’) 271' 1
~ (- mlVEanad = [ (-0,

1 —r
——0, V" =0V ;=
+ R fie n |n—0 |n—0)

Using boundary conditions (B5d))—(B5d), we obtain:

27 1 —e 1 — 27 _
(36D) / (—877Ve|n_ov |77:0 + —(977VT|77:0V |77—0> :/ gVedo.
0 e e 0

We argue as in [[[4] or in [{], and the reader will verify that (B64) and (B6H) suffice
to give existence and uniqueness of solutions of (Bg) in HL (C).

To obtain the regularity result, we just have to apply the method of frozen
coefficients. Let 0y € T, and denote by kg the value of k at 8. A classical argument
(see for instance [, [B], (0], I3 or [[4] ) shows that (V¢, V") have the same
respective regularity as (V', V") solution of:

V(n,0) € [0,1] x T,

1 Ko h182V/

L VA L ) v L A ——}
hy " 1+ hinko (1 + hinko)?
ia2V// _ ko " hlagv“ -0
h,l n 1 — hlﬁfio i (1 — hlnHO>2 ’

with Dirichlet boundary conditions
V/|77:1 =0, V”|n:1 =0,
with transmission conditions
V/|77:0 = V//|n:0’
ic’) V/| —0 + ic’) V”| —0=4g
e Y= e =

The regularity results of this last problem is obtained directly by working in Fourier
coefficients, hence the regularity result, in #;. The end of the proof follows by
classical regularity theorems (see [[[4] for instance). O

5. ERROR ESTIMATES

We give an error estimate, which proves that the first two terms obtained in
Sectionﬁ through a formal argument are indeed the first terms, i.e. the remainder
is smaller.
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Remark 4. Recall that the L? norm of a O-form a in C with the metric (1),
denoted by |lal[aor2 (c), is equal to:

1 21
lelZozs o) = / / h(L+ haw) o, ) dn o,

—12
= [lao®  |[720,):

and that the L? norm of the exterior derivative da of o, denoted by [daflaizz (o)
s equal to

1 27
14 hnk
alinsier = [ [ (F5 00000 +

= ||v (040(1)71) ||i2(0h)

Let us prove now Theorem . We remember that u is the solution to Problem (ﬂl)
and that (v¢,v°) are defined in § by:

h 2
0)|" dn | dé
i 10000 dn) @,

(37a) v¢ = uf + huf, in Q\ O,
(37b) v¢ = uf + huf, in O,.
We have to prove that there exists an h-independent constant C' > 0 such that
(38a) lu =l (00 < CPY2(|8l| 2 002
1 1
@) ol o + e < O 6o,
Hm He ALLZ,(C)
(38¢) lu—= ol (0.,) < OB @]l s 00 -

Remark 5. The estimates of Theorem I] are piecewise H' estimates since esti-
mate (BSH) involves

)

1 1
‘ —du — —dv®
Hm, He

ATLZ(C)
which is not the norm of a difference of gradients. However, we could have global

estimate with an appropriate norm involving the permeabilities pic, pm and pe and
by defining an appropriately modified p; details are left to the reader.

Since ¢ belongs to H*(92), s > 7/2 and Theorem [ holds, u§ belongs to €3(0n)
and u$ to €2(0},). To prove Theorem [, we need the following lemma.

Lemma 6. Let h belong to (0, ho).
Let ug, u§, ug® and ui* be defined by (@) and @) We denote by v the following
function:

(39) V(n,0) € [0,1] x T, o(n,0) =uy® + hui".

Then, there exists an h-independent constant C > 0 such that

(40) [0 0® — Tl p0L2(c) < CH*?(|6l| = (992

(a1) |-aron) - —ap < CH - om)
He Hm ALL2(C)
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and

[v° 0 ®1 — Tlp=1lla0r2(r) < CR* |||l = (002)
(42) 1090 0 @1 — Dply=1laoL2(r) < Ch*[|¢ll 11+ (602
[05v° 0 ®1 — 50|n=1lla0L2(T) < CR*|| ]l 1= (0 -

Remark 7. A priori, one would have expected that the statement of Theoremﬂ
would have given a comparison of the exact solution with its asymptotics in the three
regions Oc n, On and O.. Actually, Lemma E shows that we may dispense with the
asymptotics in Oy, provided that v¢ defined by (@) has been extended up to the
inner boundary of the membrane, and this is precisely how v® has been constructed.

Proof of Lemma [§. Since u§o® belongs to €3([0,1] x T) and since u$ o ® belongs
to €2([0,1] x T), using Taylor formula with integral remainder, we obtain for all
(n,0) € 10,1] x T:

V¢ Oq)|(7779) = ’U,S 0 q)|(0,9) =+ hﬁan’u,g 0 q)|(0,9) =+ hu‘{‘ Oq)|(0,9)

1 1 _
+ h2772/ (1-1¢) (anui o ®(tn,0) + ( 5 t aiugo@(tn, 9)) dt,
0
and

O (ve 0 CID)

|y = hOntu§ 0 ®l(00) + ? (‘971“? 0 [, )

1
+ 77/ (1 —1)0%uf o ®(t,0) dt) .
0
Since we have:
v(n, 0) = ufoPe(0) + hn/;—manug 0®o(0) + huf o Py(0),
0,5(1,0) = hE™8,u8 0 @ (0),
He

using transmission condition (B1H), we obtain for all (1,6) € [0,1] x T:

€

(V0@ =), o= h<77 <1 — i:—m> Onugo Py +ufoPy —uiody

1 _
+ hn/ (1—-1) <8nu§ 0 ®(tn,0) + n(th)azugoq)(tn, 9)) dt).
0

This equality implies directly estimate (@) Moreover, using transmission condi-
tions (B1b) and (B3q), we obtain for all § € T:

veo®1(0) —v(1,0) = h? /01(1 — 1) <8nu§ od(t,0) + (th)aZuSo@(t,H)) dt,

which implies the first estimate of (). Applying the same reasoning to dpv®o ®
and to 92v° 0 ®, we obtain the two last estimates of (iJ).
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Observe that:

2 1
-0,(u7 0®)(1.0) = ~-0,7(1.6) =~ 6) <nf | =00 nm.0)ar

+ Onujo®(n, 9)) ,
hence estimate (ftl]). This ends the proof of Lemma i
Let us prove now Theorem m

Proof of Theorem . Define mg by

mo = ”—’"anug 0®g,
Lo
and uy" by
0
uz'(n,) = =~ ma +nmo,

where m; is defined by (23).

Let
(43a) We =u®— (ug+ huf), in O p,
(43b) We =’ — (u§ + hu§) — h®B¢, in O,
(43c) W™ =u™ — (uf* + hu*) — h*B™, in [0,1] x T,
where
(44) B™(n,0) = uy' + a™(0) +nb™ (),

17

and B¢, a™ and b™ are allowed to depend on h and will be chosen later, so that

yield the easiest estimates of W*¢, W*° and W™.

Let us write the problem satisfied by (W¢, W, W™). In order to simplify the
notations, we introduce .Z, the Helmholtz operator written in the local coordinates

(n,0) given by

Z =0, (M&]> + 0p (L&)) + zmh(1 + hnk).

h 14+ hnk
We obtain
(45a) AW® + 2z, W€ = 0, in O, p,
(45b) AWE + 2, W€ = —h* (AB® + 2.B°), in O,,

v(n,0) €[0,1] x T,
LW™ = & (ug + hu* + h*B™),
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with transmission conditions coming from @)

1 1 1 1
=0, W 0By =—— 8,W™| _ +h(—8 B, f—anucod))
(45¢) Lo 0 Bt " |n—0 L [n=0 e 10%0
— h20,B¢0dy,
(45d) Weo®y = W™ _o+h*(B™|,=0 — B°0®y),

1 1
(150) W 0@y = (anwm|n:1 + RO u + h28an|n:1)

€

€

1 h
(45f) - —8nu8 O(I)l - 'u—(?nui O(I)l7

(45¢) Weod, =W™| _, + R2B™|y=1 + uf =1
& +hu{”|n:1—u80@1—hufo@1,

and the boundary condition
(45h) OnW€|5q =0.

We calculate £ W™, knowing that d,uf* and d;u}" vanish and we obtain:

m m m 1 m
LW = — h/ﬁ@nul — h@n ((1 + hnn)@nB ) — h@g (ma‘g) (UO

+ hu* + h*B™) — zph (1 + hng) (u’ + hu* + K*B™) |

(46)

and we find that in the above expression, the coefficient of terms of order 1 in A is:
(47) —8,2737” — KOpul" — Oqug’ — Zmug'.

By definition () of B™, the first term of ([£]) is my, and according to the defini-
tion (RH) of my, the expression ([{7) vanishes.

We will determine a™ and b™ so as to have nice transmission conditions. Observe
that if y satisfies, in the weak sense:

1
V. (—Vy) +qy =0, in O, Uy,
I
with discontinuous p on the outer boundary of the membrane Oy, then the trans-
mission conditions on this boundary are:
Yoy =y =1,

‘LLm e _ l m
e Ony°o Py = n mY |77:1'

Therefore, it is natural to write transmission conditions of this form on the outer
boundary of @},. The continuity condition (§5gd) may be rewritten :

Weo® — W™ _ = h*B"|)=1 — Uly=1 — v°0 @,

where v and v¢ are respectively defined by (@) and @) We choose B™ so that
the right-hand side of the above equality vanishes:

Vlpeq1 — 0P m
(18) @y = DR VO

and thanks to Lemma H estimate (@)7 the right-hand side of (@) is bounded in
H?(T).
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The condition ({t51) is rewritten into:

1 1
M—anWe 0P, — . W™,y = . (Onuy* + honB™|p=1)
(49) € m m

1 h '
— —&mﬁo@l - —8nuf O(I)l,
He

€

Observe that:
(1-1t)?

1
Onul 0@y = Opuf 0 Pg + hduf o dg + h2/ D3ugo®dt,
0

1
Onpuf 0Py = Opufo Py + h/ (1 —1)02u§ o ® dt,
0

and recall that
Opu’" = Z—mﬁnug 0 Pg.
Therefore, in order for the right-hand side of (@) to be of order 2, we impose:
imaanM:l - i@iugo@o - ianui 0Py =0,
which implies
pm aﬁug 0Py + 'u—manui 0Dy,

€ (&)

thanks to (4). We infer from (i) and (B0)) that a,, and b,, are bounded in
H?(T) independently of h, and therefore, since B™ is polynomial in 7, it belongs to
¢ ([0,1]; H*(T)) , the space of functions, which are > in n € [0, 1] with values
in H?(T). Particularly, there exists C' > 0 independent of h such that

(51) v e [0,1], B (0, )lu=-1(1) < Cllollm=(o0)-

Observe that with such B™, we have:

Gan|n:0 = by, + Mo,
Hm 8ZU8 o q)o —+ Hm

€ €

thanks to (5{). Transmission condition (P§) with definition (Rg) of m; imply:

8an|,7:0 = l;—m(’)nu‘{ (6] (I)().
C

(50) by, = m1 —mo +

=mi + anuiod)o,

Therefore, transmission condition ({54) is simplified into:

1 1
52 — O W o Py =—
(52 He 0 g,

It remains to define B€. It is simply define by
AB¢ + 2.B° =0, in O,

Blso, = B"o®;* .

W™, _y — h*0,B° 0 @,

Since B™ € H?(T), a classical argument and estimate (E) imply that there exists
C > 0 independent on A such that:

(53a) 100 B0, || 11 (00.) < ClI9ll 1589
(53b) 1B 21720,y < Cllolms00)-
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To simplify our notations, we define

1
9(n,0) Z (ug' + hui" + h*B™)

w2
1 1 m m 1 . h .
91(0) = W2\ (Opul" + hdyB™|=1) — M—anuombl — —0pujody |.

We equip L?(C) with the ordinary norm
1/2

1 2m
lallisey = ([ [ lakasan)
0 Jo

and L?(T) with the ordinary norm

2
I lacr) = ( / |7|2d9)

We have chosen B™ and B¢ such that there exists an h-independent constant C' > 0
such that

1/2

(54a) l9llz2c) < Cliélm=a9),
and
(54b) lg1llz2(r) < Clldllms a0
We rewrite Problem ([tg) as follows:
(553,) AWe + ZeWe = 07 in Oe,h;
(55b) AW + 2,W¢ = 0, in O,
V(n,0) € [0,1] x T,

(55¢) LW™ = —h%g,
with transmission conditions

1 X 1
(55d) Iamﬂ 0® =T W™ _y — h*0,B° 0 @y,
(55¢) Weo®o=W"| _,

1 1
(55f) Eanweoqa =T W™ _, + h*g1,
(55g) Weod, =W™| _,

and the boundary condition
(55h) On W50 =0.

Now we are ready to perform L? estimates as it has been performed in [@] In O,
parameterized by Euclidean coordinates, the L? norm of a 0-form 3, denoted by
18]l2(0.), is equal to:

[18lla0z2(0.) = 1Bll20.)>

and the L? norm of its exterior derivative d3, denoted by [|dul[s112(0,) is equal to

[dBllarz20.) = [IVBlL2(0.)-
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In O, parameterized by Euclidean coordinates, the L? norm of a 0-form v, denoted
by ”'YHL?(Oeyh), is equal to:

Mllaorz o) = Mllz2(0c )

and the L? norm of its exterior derivative dv, denoted by ||dulla1z2(0, ,) is equal
to
ldyllarzzco,.) = IVAllz20, 1)

We multiply equalities (p5d), (55H) and (55d) respectively by the conjugates of W€,
We and W™. Using transmission conditions ()7), we integrate by parts

and we take the imaginary part of the result. To Simplif the notations, we define
IWllRor2(0 and [[dW |31 12 (q)as follows:
HWH?\ULZ(Q) = HWeH?\ULZ(oe,h) + HWmH?\ULfn(C) + HWC”?\ULZ(OC)’
1AW IR 220y = 1AWl Ri L2 0, ) + 1AW ™ [Ra L2, 0y + 1AW IR L2 0,

Defining

we obtain:

2 h’2
a||[Wlljor2(q) < o

/ 9, BW* dvolp,
To
2

h
+ —

m

27
/ (14 he) g W 0d, do‘
0

1 27 -
/ / ngdndH‘.
0 0

Therefore, there exists an h-independent constant C' such that:

7
+h?

IW [0 g0 < CHY? (ﬂ (19 Bl ey + 1l or))

1 p2r 1/2
+ (/ / |9|2d77d9) ) (W | xoL2(e) + 1AW a1 L2(e)) -
o Jo

Observe that C depends on the dielectric parameters and on the geometry of the

domains. One more time, we multiply equalities (554)—(F5H)—(F5d) respectively by
the conjugates of W€, W€ and W™. Using transmission conditions we integrate by
parts and we take the real part of the result. Defining

a = max {%(Ze), 8%(Zm)a %(’ZC)} )

(56)

We infer:

h2
[AW (31 12 < allWllRor2(q) + —
1

/ 9 BW* dvolr,
To

1 27 -
/ / ngdndH‘.
0 0

h2
+ —
tm

27
/ GW o, db| + h?

0




22 CLAIR POIGNARD

Using (f6) we infer that there exists an h-independent constant C' > 0 such that:

IWllaosaey + 1AW [[ns 2y < Ch*2 (Vﬁ (100 B () + g1l 22 )

1 p2n 1/2
+ (/ / |g|2dnd9) )
0 0

Therefore, estimating the right-hand side of (57) with estimates (F3) and (54), we
infer that there exists an h-independent constant C' > 0 such that:

IW | a0 ) < CR*?(| 9| 1= (a0

Since we have respectively in the cylinder C

(57)

u™ —upt — hut = W™ — h?B™,

in O,
u® —ug — huf =W° — h?B¢,
and in O,
u® —uf — hu§ = W€,
we have proved Theorem m O

Remark 8 (Neumann boundary condition imposed on the cell). Consider the
domain Qp, defined by:

Q= O, UOy,.

Let v be in H*(0Q), s > 7/2, and we denote by g and g the following function
defined on the torus:

(59) vz € 00, g(z) =god; ().
Let u be the solution of the following problem:
1
V. <;Vu> +qu =0, in Qp,
anu|69h =7, m Qha
Then, we have the following theorem:

Theorem 9. We remember that hg is defined in Theorem H Let v be in H®(0Q4)
We denote by ug, ug', u§, and ui® the functions defined as follows:

Au§ + zeuf =0, in O,
a"u(%lro = (Mc/um) g, on I'o.

In the membrane, the field ui' is equal to:

V(n,0) €0,1] x T, wuj* = ugoPy(h).
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The field u§ is the solution of the following problem in O,:
Au§ + zcuf =0, in O,
(i 1) DS, = (86 + OFublry) + il on To.

In the membrane, we have:

V(n.0) € [0,1] x T, uf" =ny+ufoPo.
Let W be the function defined on Qp by:

W = u—(ug—l—huf),in(’)c,
Cu-— (ug 0@t + huf" 0o ®~1) | in Oy,

Then, there exists an h-independent constant C > 0 such that
IW a1y < Ch32lgll i 00.,)-

Remark 10 (The case z,, = 0 in Op). In Theorem E, we can replace z, by zero.
The proof is then very similar, except that we need the following inequality.

Proposition 11. Let h be as in Theorem I] Let u be a function of class C1([0,1] x
T). In the cylinder [0,1]xT, we use Euclidean metric () written in local coordinates
defined at Section [l, that is

h2dn + (1 + hnk)do.

Then, there exists an h-independent constant C' such that

27
(60) oz @ < C (|du|%1Lgn(c> - |u<o,e>|2de) |

Proof. Actually, according to the definition of hg in (E) there exists two constants
C1 and Cy depending on the domain O such that the following inequalities hold:

1 27
©10)  luloss o <Cib [ [ lutn,0)* ava,
0 JoO

1 27 2
616) [l o) > Cs (/ / Mﬂth@eufd@dn)-
0 0

Let us denote by (@), for k € Z the k*®-Fourier coefficient (with respect to ) of u:
Uy = / u(f) e AR/ L g,
0
Since (8:;5) = 2imkuy, it is easy to see that:
k

vk £ 0, /01 [ax(m)|* dn < 4n> /01 (@), e an

Using the following equality
n,—
Aol = [ (3u), (5)ds + (0),
0 0

we infer

1 ) 1, 9
[t an <2 [ |(3,47), @] + 20 an
0 0 0
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We deduce directly inequality (p0). O

6. APPLICATION TO THE BIOLOGICAL CELL

In biological cells, the membrane is insulating (see Fear and Stuchly [ or
Sebastisn al. [[7]). This means that at mid frequencies, the ratio |zm|/|2| and
|2m|/|2¢| are small compared to h. Actually, the thickness is of order 102, while
|zm|/|2c| is about 1075 (see [[§]). We say that we work at mid frequency since
we suppose that z. and z. are of order 1. Moreover, the relative permeabiltiy is
constant equal to 1, thus in the following, we suppose:

He = pom = e = 1.
The following results show that the asymptotics obtained by replacing z,, by
zero in the expansions of Theorem El give a good approximation of the electric field
in the biological cell. We have the following proposition.

Proposition 12. Let z. and z. be complex constants with strictly negative imagi-
nary part.
We suppose that |zm,| tends to zero and that there exists a constant ¢ > 0 such
that:
z
(62) o<—|’"| <ec.

S(Zm>

Let z and Z be such that:

Zev ZTL Oe,h; 267 ZTL Oe,ha
Z =14 Zm, in Oy, zZ2=1<0, in Oy,
Zes in Oc; Zey m Oc-

Let ¢ in H'/2(0Q). Let u the solution of the following problem:

(63a) Au+ zu =0, in Q,
(63Db) Ontt|oq = ¢, in £,
and let v be such that

(63c) Av+zZv =0, in ),
(63d) Onvloa = ¢, in Q.

Then, there exists a constant C' such that:
lu = vl 1) < Clamlllollm1/200)-

Proof. First, using hypothesis (@), we prove by classical argument that there exists
an h-independent constant C' such that:

[ull @) < Cllll a2 a0)-

Then, we just have to write the problem satisfies by u — v in local coordinates in
the membrane. As usual, we multiply in by u — v and we integrate by parts. Then,
according to inequality (@) the following inequality holds:

lu = vl g1 @) < Clzmlllulla @),
which ends the proof of the theorem. O
Using Proposition [l and Remark , we infer the following theorem.
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Theorem 13. Let hg be in (0,1) such that
1

ho < .
£ lloo

Let h be in (0, ho).
Let z. and z. be complex constants with strictly negative imaginary part.
We suppose that |zp,| = o(h) and that there exists a constant ¢ > 0 such that:

|2m|

S(Zm>

0<— <c

Let ¢ be in H*(0R2), s > 7/2.
We denote by u the solution of the following problem:
Au+ zu =0, in Q,
Onu = ¢, on 0.

We define (u§,u§), uf’, (u§,u§), and v are defined as follows.

e The 0%order terms. The electric fields u§ and u§ are solution of the fol-
lowing problem in O U O:

(64a) Au§ + zeuf = 0, m Oe.h,
Au§ + zeuf =0, in O,

with transmission conditions
(64b) u8|F0 = u8|Fm
(64c) Onuglr, = Onuglp, »

with Neumann boundary condition:
(64d) anu8|ag = ¢

In the membrane, the field ug® is equal to:
(65) V(n,0) € 0,1] x T, wuj* = ugoPo(0).

o The first order terms. The fields u§ and u§ are solution of the following
problem in O U O:

Au§ + zeu§ =0, in O p,
(66a) Au§ + z.u§ =0, in O,
Onuf]gg =0,

with the following transmission conditions

(66b) a"uilro - a"uilro = 83u8|r0 + a?zu(e)'FU + Raﬁuglroﬂ

(66C) Uﬂl“o - Uﬂf‘o =0.
Recall that R is the curvature of 00, defined by (E) In the membrane, we
have:

(67) V(n,0) € 10,1] x T, ul® =ndyugoPg+ ujodg.
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Let W be the function defined in 2 by:

u— (u§ + huf), in Ocp,
W = q¢u— (u§ + hu§), in O,
u— (ufo® '+ hul" o @), in Oy.

Then, there exists an h-independent constant C > 0 such that

IW sy < € (B2 + 2l ) [9ll 11+ o)-
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